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INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE. 



, . CAPTAIN CLUTTERBUCK, TO THE 
KEV. DE DRYASDUST. 

Dear Sm, 
I READUT accept of, and. reply to the ci- 
vilities with which you have been pleased 
to honour me in your obliging letter, and 
entirely stgtee with your quotation^ of 
^* Quam banum et quamjucundumJ' We 
may indeed esteem ourselves as come ^ 
the same family, or, according to our coun- 
try pijoverb, as being all one man's bairns ; 
and there needed JK> apology on yovii: part, 
f<ever^d and dear sir^ for dwdanding o£ 
me any information which I may be able 
to j^pply respecting the subject of your 
VOL, I. a 
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11 INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE. 

curiosity. The interview which you al- 
lude to took place in the course of last 
winter^ and is so deeply imprinted oq my 
recollection, that it requires no effort to 
collect all its nrost minute details* 

You are aware that the share which I 
had in introdudog the Romance, called 
The Monastery, to public notice, has 
given me a sort of character in the literature 

of our Scottish metfepelia» I no longer 
stand in the outer shop of our biblio- 
poHstSy bargaining for the objects of my 
tsuriosity with an unrespeetive shopJad, 
hustled among boys who come to buy 
Corderies and copy-books, and servaut- 
girls cheapening a penny-worth of paper, 
but am cordially welcomed by the biblio- 
polist himself, with, « Pray^ wiflt into the 
back^i^K^, Captain. Boy, get a chair for 
Captain Clutterbuck. There is the news- 
paper. Captain — ^to-day's paper^-pr h^e 



INTROBUCTaRY EPISTLE. Ill 

is the Jast new work — thete is i a folder, 
make free' with tb^ leaves, or pat it in 
.your pocket aiid earry it home ; ortr^^ill 
make a bodkteller bf you, sir, ryou shall 
have it at trade price.!* Or, perhaps, if it 
is the worthy traders dwn' publication, 
his liberality may evett eittehd itsc^lf to-*- 
** .Never mind booking such a trifle to 
ya«, sir— it is iCn over-c5opy. Pray, men- 
tion the work to your literary friends/* 
I sny nothing of the snug well-selected 
literary party arranged around a tui^b^t, 
leg bf five-yeal*^id muttcto, ot som^ sudi 
gear, or of the eirdulation of a quiet bottle 
of Robert CockburnV choicest bla&k->-^r 
p^rhdps of his best blue, to quicken^ our 
talk about old bdoki^, or our plans for kiey 
ones. ' All these ace comforts merged to 
such ^s are freemen of the corporisitioh of 
letters, and I have the advantage of eDfoj- 
ing them in p^rfedtion. ; > - 



IV INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE, 

But all things change under the sun ; 
and it^ is with no ordinary feelings of re- 
gret, that» in my annual visits to Ibe me- 
tropoMs, I How miss the social and warm* 
hearted welcome of the quick-witted and 
kindly friend who first introduced me to 
the public, who hadmore original wit than 
would have set up a dozen of professed 
sayers of good things, and more racy hn-« 
mour than would have made tiie'^^une 
ofas many more. To this great deprivation 
has been added, I trust for a time only, the 
loai of another InUiopoIical fnend^ whose 
vigorous intdlect, and lifaeral ideas, have 
not only rendered his native country the 
mart of her own literature, but establish* 
ed there a Court of Letters, which must 
ooramand respect, even &am^6se most 
inclined tq dissent from many of its ca- 
Htms. The eflfect of these changes, opera-, 
ted in a great measusre by the strong sense 
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IKTBODUCTORY EPISTLE. V 

and sagacious ealculationsdf an individaal, 
who knew how to avail himself, to an un- 
hoped-for extent^ of the various kinds of 
talent which his country produced, will 
probably appear more clearly to the gene- 
ration which shall fc^ow the present. 

I entered the shop at the Cross, to 
inquire after the health of my worthy 
friend, and learned with satisfaction that 
his residence in the south had abated 
the rigout of the symptoms of his disor- 
der. Availing myself, then, of the privi- 
leges to which I have alluded, I strolled, 
onwards in that labyrinth of small dark^ 
rooms, or crypU, to speak our own an- 
tiquarian language, which form the ex* 
tensive back-settlements of that celebnu 
ted publishing house. Tet, as I proceed- 
ed from one obscure recess to another, 
filled^ some of them with old volumes,, 
some with such ^s, from the equality of 



VI INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE. 

tbcfir rank oil the shelves, I suspected to 
be the^ less saleable modern • books of tbe ^ 

concern, I could not help feeling a holy 
horror creep upon me, when I thought of 

* • • 

the risk of intruding on some ecstatic bard 
giving vent to his poetical fury ; or, it 
might be, on the yet more formidable 
privacy of a band of critics, in the act of 
worrying tfte game whidi they had jui^t 
nm down. In such a supposed case; I Mt 
by anticipation the horrors of the High- 
land seers, whom their gift of Deuterds- 
copy compels to witness things ufimeet 
for mortal eye ; and who, to use the ex*- 
pression of Collins, ^ 



.. ^'jiQartl^ss, oft, like moody madnesa^ ?iax^j > 
To see the phantom train their secret work prepare." 

Still, however, the ii^esistible impulse 
of an undefinecl curiosity drove toe on 
through this succession of darksome cham- 
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berls, till, like the jewdler of Delhiin the 
house of the magician Bennai^car, . T at 
length reached a vaulted room, dedicated 
to secrecy and silenee^and bel\eld^ seated 
hy a lamp, and employed in reading a 
blotted revise, the -person,, or peiiiaps I 
should rather say the Eidolon^ or Repre- 
sentative Vision, of the Author of Wa- 
verley ! You will not be surprised at the 
filial instinct which enabledmelat once to 
acknowjiedge the features born^ by this 
venerable apparition, and that J at once 
bended the knee» with thie classical salu- 
tation of, Salve, magne parens, ! The vi- 
sion, however, cut me short, by pointing 
to a seat, and intimating that my pre- 
sence was not unexpected, and thafc he 
had something to say to me. 
.1 sate down with humble obedience, 
and endeavoured to note the features, of 
\^m with whom I now found^ myself ^o 



Vlll INTBODUGTORY EFISTLK. 

unexpectedly in sodety. But on this^ 
point I can give yova tew&peoee no satis* 
faction ; for, besides the obscurity of the 
apartment^ and the fluttered state of my 
own nerves, I seemed to myself ovar- 
whelmed by a sense of fiUal awe, which 
prevented my noting and recording what 
it is probable the personage before me 
might most deare to have concealed. In* 
deed, his figure waa^aoidaKlj iwflad aiid 
wimjded; either witii a mantie, monm 
ing<*gown, or some such loose garb» that 
the verses of Spenser, might wdl have 
been applied-*^ 

*' Yet, cextts, hj her face and physnomy. 
Whether she man or woman only were. 
That CGulfl not any creature weO descry. 
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I musti however, proceed as I have be- 
gun, to apply the masculine gender ; for, 
notwithstanding very ingenious reasons. 
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INTEOnUCTOEY £PISTL£. IX 

and indfeed something like poti&ve evU 
deoce, have been offered to prove the Au-> 
tfaor of Waverlej to be two ladies, of ta^ 
lent~I abide l^ the general oploion, that 
he 18 of the rougher sex. There are in 
his writings too many tilings 
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Qiue maribus sola tribuuntar/ 



to permit. me. to eabettsia ^aiqr diMibt o» 
that subject I will proceed^ in the man- 
ner of jdialdgttc^ to repeat as nearly as I 
can what.paiG»edb^wi±t.u8/ ooily oboer^' 
vii^, that in the oourse of the Gonversa* 
tion, my timidity imperceptibly gave 
way under the familiarity of his. address ; 
and, latterly^ I perhajj^s argued with fully 
as mudi confidence as .was beseeming.. 

AvAor qf WmnMk$.. I was willing to 
see yoii» Cq^tain .Chrtterbuck, being the 
person of my fiunily whom I have most 
regard for, since the death of Jiedediah 



IKTBODUCTOBY £PI8TJL£. 



Clei$hbothain ; and I am afiaid I may 
have done you some wrong, in assigmag 
to you the Moaa^t&y as a portion of my 
dBEects. I have some thou^^ts of making 
it-up to you^ by naming you godfath^ to 
this yet unborn faabe-^be indicated the 
proof-sheet with his finger)— -But first, 
touching The Monastery— -How says the 
world — ^you are abroad, and can learn? 

Captain CltiOefimA Hemi kam! The 
inquiiy is delicate— I have not heard any 
Gomphdntfl Gcom the Publishers. 
• Author. That is the prihcipaL matter ; 
bat yet an indifferent w:ork is scHnetimes 
towed on by those whidi have left, har^ 
hour before it, with the breeze in thdr. 
poop* What say the Critics ? 

Ouptain. There is agenctaV-* feelings— 
that the White Lady is no favourite. 
^ Author.. I think she is a failure ibyself ; 
but' rather in execution than conception. 
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INTEOBUCTORY EPISTLE. XI 

Could I have evoked an esprit ^fidkt, 9t 
the ^me timefantasticandinterestihg, ea- 
pricibus and kind ; a «ort <^ wildfire of the 
elements^ bound by no fixed laws^ or mo- 
tivies of aetton ; feithful and fond^ yet teaz- 
ing and u'Ucertain— -*- 
^ Capteiih. If yoii will pardon the inter- 
ruption, sir, I think you are desofibinga 
pretty woman. • 

^- Author. On my word, I believe I am. 
I must invest my elementary sfNirits with 
a little huiDQian flesh and blood^-4bey iixe 
too fine-drawn for the present tast^ of the 
public. 

Cdptain. They object too, that the ob- 
ject of ytiur Nixie ought to have been 
more uniformly noble-4ier ducking the' 
priest was no naiad-like amusement^ 

Author. Ah! they ought to- J^low for 
the capricios of what is i^r all but a bet- 
ter sort of goblin. The bath into which 

19 



%h INTRODUCTOEY EPISTLE. 

And, the most delicate oreatioH tf Shake- 
speare's imagination, seduees ow jolly 
frimd Trinculo, was not of amber or rose^ 
water. But no ohe shall find me rowing 
against the stream. I care not who knows 
it-^I write for the public amusement ; 
and though I never will aioi at popular- 
ity by what I think ynworthy means, I 
will not, on the other hand, be pertina^ 
dousT in the ctefi»iw^ ef my o w n ' errors 
agunst the voice of the public 

Cegittim. You abandon Uien, in the pre« 
s^t work»^looking in my turn towards 
the prooC^heet) — the mystic, and the ma- 
gical, and the whole systecfi of tngft$, won- 
ders, an^ omens ? There are no dreams, 
w presages^ or obscure allusions to futi»e 
events? - ■ - 

Author. Not a G)ck-]ane scratcSi, my 
aon^'i-Hiot one bounoe on^the drumcrf^ 
Tedworth«^»not so much as the poor tick 
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of a soUtaiy death-watdi in the wains* 
coat All is dear and above board— a 
Scotch metaphysician might believe every 
word of it 

C&ptaiM. And the story is, I hope, mu 
tural and probable ; commencing strildngui 
ly, proceeding naturally, ending happily, 
like the course of a famed river whicfar 
gushes from the mouth of some obscure 
and romantic ^otto--*then gliding on,ne» 
ver pausing, never predpitattng, visiting 
as it were by natural instinct, whatever 
worthy subjects of interest are presented 
by the country through which it passes— 
widening and deepening in interest as it 
flows cm ; aod at length arriving at the 
final catastrophe as at some mighty hs^ 
ven, where ships of all kinds steike sail 
and ya^ 

Auihar. Hey I hey ! what the deuce is 
all this ? Why 'tis Erdes' vein, and it 
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XIV INTROBUCTORY EPISTLE. 

would requiire some one mudt more like 
Hercules than me, to produce ' a story 
which should gush, and glide, and nevet 
pause, and visit, and widen, and deepen; 
and all the rest on't. I should be chin- 
deep in the grave, man^ bdfore I was don6 
with my task ; and, in the meanwhile, alF 
the quirks arid quiddits which I might 
have devised fbr my reader's amusement, 
would lie rotting m jny giine»rd» like San- 
cho's suppressed witticisms wheft he was 
under his master^s' displeasuref. There ne- 
ver was a novel written on this plan while 
the world stood. 
" Captain. Pardon me«~T6m Jones. ' 
Authcyr. True, and perhaps Amelia aT- 
so. Fielding had liigh notions of the dig* 
luiy of an art which he may be cdnsider- 
ed as having founded. He challenges a 
comparison betwe^ the Novel ahd the 
Epic. Smollett, te Sage, and others,' 



INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE . XV 

emancipating themselves from the strict- 
ness of the ndes he has laid down, have 
written rather a history of the miscdi^ 
laneous adventures which befall an in- 
dividual in the course of life, th&n the 
plot of a regular and connected epopeia, 
where every step, brings us a point nearer 
to the fin^l cataJactrdpbe. These great mas^ . 
ters'hayebeen satisfied if they amused the 
reader upon the road, though the conclu- 
sion only arrived because the tale must 
have an ^nd^ just as the traveller allots 
at the inn because.it is evening. 

Captain. A very commodious mode of 
travelling, for the author at least. In short, 
MP, you are of opinion with Bayes,— 
**;What the devil does the plot signifyf 
except to bring in fine things ?'* 

Anther, Grant that I were so, and that 
I should write, with sense and spirit a few 
scenes, unlaboured and loosely put toge- 
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tber, but which had sufficient interest in 
them to ainuse in one comer the pain of 
body ; in another, to relieve anxiety of 
mind; in a third place, to unwnnkle a 
brow bent with the furrows of daily toil ; 
in another, to fill the placeof bad thought^ 
or to suggest bettier ; in yet another, to 
induce an idler to study the history of his 
country ; in aU, save where the pentsal in- 
terrupted the disidiarge of sedous duties^ 
to fomish harmless amusement,— <might 
not the author of such a work, however 
inartificially executed, plead for his errors 
and negUgences the excuse of the slave 
who was about to be punished for having 
spread the fidse report of a victory,— 
''.Am I to blame, O Athenians, who have 
given you one happy day ?** 

Captain. Will your goodness permit me 
to mention an anecdote of my exeeUent 
grandmother ? 

2 



IXTEODUCTOST. B7I8TJLE* XVU. 



Author. I see litdesfae can haVe to do 
with the subject. Captain Cluttei^uek. 

Captain. It may oome into our dia- 
logue on Baye&'s plm. Tlie sagaeious old 
lady, rest her souU was a good frietid to 
the churdb, ai^ could never hear a ml* 
nister maligned by evil tongues^ without 
taking his. part warmly. There was one . 
fixed pdbnt, however, at which she alwigrs 
abandoned the cause of her reverend pro*: 
iS^i^it was so soon as die learned he had 
j^readml ia regular sermon against slan- 
^rers and backbiters. 

Jbi&or. And what is that to the pur^ 

Captain. Only that I have heard ^s^u 
neers say, tibat oirc may betray the weak 
point to the enemy, by too mudi oaten-^ 
tation of fortifying it. 

Author. And, once more I prayj; what 
n that to (die purpose ? 

VOL. I. b 
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i C^pfti^ Nay then, mthout farther n^ 
taphor, I am afraid this new prodiictiao^.' 
in whidi ydur generosity seems .willing to 
give me some icoBcenii will stimd mwh 
in need of apology^ since you think pro- 
per to begin your defence before the casdi 
is .onl triaL Tjie story k hastily buddled 
' up^ I will yenture a pint of clarets « 

. uiutipn. A junt of port, I suppose you. 
mean? 

. Captahu I say of daret-^ood daret of 
the iMonasteiy* Ab» 9ir^ would you but 
take the adyice of your fnendsf and try. 
to deserve at least one-half of the public 
&vour you have met with» we might all 
dQiikTokay t 

: Author. I eare net what I drinks set 

the liquor be wholesome.' 

Captain. Care for.your reputation then 

your fame^ 
Author. .My fame?*-:! will am^weryou 



IKTlW>DtrOTOItY «WSTLE; XIX* 

as^ ar very ingaiious^ Ale, and ^qpetrieabced 
friend, when counsel for the notoriistu^ 
Jem MacCdttl, replied' to tfafe opposite 
side of ffae faar^ ^hc^ tbey laid Weight on^ 
his cttent'i refiisn^ to answer eertairi 
qtieriejy whieh they ^id aiiy man who haft 
a regard for his reputation would not be^ 
ntate brreply to. ^ My dient,* and he-H» ' 
by llife wayv J^nwas standing behind hint 
at the time, and a ridb seeneit was<~'^ is SO 
ittlfeptuiiate as to hate lio r^rd fin* Ida 
reputation ; and I ishould deal^^^iyunean^ 
dtdly with the Court, should I say he bad 
any that was worth his ^ttration.'' I am; 
lihoagh from very difieient tealooa^ in 
Jem's ha][^y state of indifference. Let 
finne follow l^ose who have a substaiitial 
shiqpe. A dladow-^and an imperscmal au^ 
iboris ftd&lbg b€%ter--*-Hean ca8tin0>dfaiadei 
Captain. You are not now, perbi^ 
Mtf iitnperfic»lal » herelx^fer^^ These l^et^ 
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1Jm.1o:ihe Member &f the Univet^fcy of 
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' Jliiiier.'£tthswrthewit»gem 
cwybf the MxAhm, iwhieb I heartily wish 
loiMe engi^^ oa a subject .of niore im« 
|nKt«me;aEidifhtv» beside^ the pre«*> 
sari'atioil 61 mydMt$isitKaiincqgmitohB!^ 
i^iged early talent in the discassicm of 
81 ctiiioiur qtiestuHi of evidence. But a 
cauie, JbojiveTK mgcaiioasly jdeaded, is 
Birt tiiei^e&re gained. You may remem- 
ber,: the iiea1dy^w]*oit^ chain of cireumNf 
Maiitial evidence/ so artifidally brought 
IbrwardtaprMe S^FJuUp.Francis'&titfe 
tcf tke h^^en a£ Junius, \6eemed at first 
ikDS&agaUei yettbe infiutece of die xea^ 
lobii^ has passed vaimy, and Junius^ kk 
the ^fonm^l opinion^ iMtf^nkuJi unknown 
vteirwi Butonthis^sujbiectlwillnotbdf 
aQothed.<>rpreY<d6ediQlo.saying ime ward 
mote« To say who I am not; would be 



tine step towuds sayai^ who I am ; and 

as. I deshre not, aajt mhw thair a cerUau 

jufitme pf peace meaticmed bjr Skmttaaa^ 

the noise or repert ^ock liriDga nake.in 

tke world, I shall continue to be silent on 

^ sobjeott which, in i»gr ^pinioiw m iVmv 

undeserving the rout that has been tnade 

iabotit It^aQdi^tttl mot^ uniTMtliQr fxf JJie 

-is^iour em^o^inent ^ffflia(h>4tig|««ftii^'«iis 

;ha^ bef^vdiaplayed by thd yoiii^ li^te^ 

writer. >'.-., 

« 

Capkm. B«t idlotvhi^« mjT 4«^, Wt 

thit you c;tii^ jEi^ fi>r yoll^yel«onaltIWf u- 

.tiithw^ ^ ibr that i^f (dny tilafiM^ ^ifipofi 

::uppii whdae .^Qnldera your fw^taiw^ 

:be Tisited^ allo^wioe toi$^t/4ifil;)a9mi^ 
^n^titttde td t)^|^Uic^jyii0« haigiQor^QeiTad 

. y^u s6!klQdlysaAd)tc^tfc#«citjie0, v^i»hm^ 

. treated yOur«fo:leni^»tly, ought tistiiidcuie 

, yo^ to beste^w iB<»re pai»s q» you^ story« 

Auikm^^ I do entvedt yoiii .my mmi^ 



Dr Jolmsaii would bzve mU» *f &ee your^ 
inmd .f»fla emt!* Fcx: the critics^ they 
Jucvetibeif battiieis» and I mine ; a& the 
iiurseiy prcmrb goes~>/ ^ 

'' The children In Holhnd take pleasure In making 
What Ae^JddieQ m ^t^land take pleasoie tp breath 

I «Hi their humble jtekalli too biiqr ia 
pfoviditig food tor tbetxH to have-time for 
<sooisid»riiig whether tbey swallow or rgtet. 
it--— To the public^ I stand pretty tieaxiy 
iti the delation 4>f the posteuin who leaves 
afsiel^elat thododr of an ki^dsvidifal. - If it 
conta^n^plea^i^ inteiligeiiceya bSlet frotii 
iiriAiiftres^ a letter from an ahsent aMij ai 
remit^neefrom a coitespondart supposed 
to be bankrupt,>*-4bel^ter £S aeeeptably 
welcome^ and read and re^read» folded^, 
i^d, and safely depoaUed to the bureau. 
If the contents arediBS^^reeaUe^if it comes 
from a diiii (^ fi$>ma horei the corre^^ 
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entistmis^ the letter is tiiiromi into tfie 
fire, and ibe expence df postage is hearti- 
ly regretted ; vrliile all the while die beao^ 
«t of the dispatches is, in either ease, $k 
iitUe .dioiight . on m ihe snow' of ii^ 
^ftrkfaoaa, The utmost extent of kind- 
iiess fafet^reeh the author mud the pub- 
Me whieb ^n^'tedlky exists i^ tlkt^ 
"iMridlarev disposed' to he ^oftiewiMrt: ii^ 
dullest to the succeeding- iiirbrkscf aft 
Original &V(mrite^ wereit imt on accbuiit 
ief the habit wkidi the public niind hia 
aequired ; ^hilethe author veity nitimdfy 
^nks "^relt v£0ui^ taste, trho have so li- 
faeraOy ajpplauded iUf productibnsj But I 
diny there is any call finr gratitude?; pMu 

pei4y<8i»cBlledj; either onr one ^d^ or the 
««4her» .' • ' - ^ '•':> 

t ' Gaptein/ lUspect to younsel^ theii» 
.ought to teaeb eautiotu 

Awikor^ -Ay, if cautimi ootdd augmdA 



Afix^Mm^oStiayisiMeehs, .Bsitr to eoii^m 

ly .been jvtilleii t\^itk i^ jgeeateit irapdB> 

^tondHi iippmtiflii ititb otftCTii^wwi«rti»> 
4i«»^d0dra&ffMie;faighly'fin]9lidl, I ceoU 
'^t()eal to j^Att3d;st«u£thrrtliiftt lliiit ^ »ti 
4ft lAkk I hamt «Dine £9ebly off^ mrrc 
Ay jaiioh the <moge lafapmad. BesMea^I 

<4lcl^/both:oii aoEOiu^ of Jbhfi author /aoA 
the^mblii^/ A/iowb i^oldsbriiEfiL while 
|heiimi.is lK)t,,iooft faoirt juifl inliileitfe 

'gtPiiBJ. . I£A.¥^itecJie9 liy,ib&iBii yap 
e^ he produces a second worli^ Jieis'^feMi^ 
^persed^Aby otheis;! or^ if th6.a|frb so 
p9or of genius thafe tlmtloeftflDfeliapgai^ 



xAmtAtie. Xhe public ^^MlmpekA the neW^ 
.work to be im tioaeB better tlisffiit9 pre- 
^ieeesBOr; tkeauthmvill ex|>ect it alioQld 
-be-teD.tiaiesitiioM piipalar, and**(»a biay- 
-dnedito ten. tbftt both tae disappoiiited. : 
- t<Syjpihfpy> This.may j^ eertain-dfe- 
gree of rapidity in piiblk»tfion^ bixt not 
tb&t itMsb^ m^phif^KMiBlfy %m& to' be- no 
speed. You should taketiiBe at least to 
iaxcange your storj;; 

Autki^. That is:a^si»;e point with -me/ 
rof^^son. Bdiei^r me^ I have not been 
ImI elioiigh^tO'ii&gleel ordkiarj^ preeaii- 
ii€^i^ i'hi^^repeatecfiylaid'dbiimmyf^^ 
t«re work 1k> 6oaIe;.diyidedit inlo volumes 
and Jcikpters, aud^ efideavoured ' to dofi- 
cs^uetaittorjr^icb I meantiliDiiUieTOfiK 
itiplf igradudty and (ibMx^^yi.'omkaAam 
.MMpemiei md iMiomlate cnrkiBaty^ mwi 
wbic^ finaifyy should terminate m a atei-^ 
longx^tastropbe/ But I tMnk .1he#e i9^ 



^0EO0n -who 9&ABhhtai^4m tbfe Sgkiherk^ 
^tny p€li when I b^ift to witte^ mid iedds it 
astray from the purpose* Ckaraeteis ex- 
^ittid i»der tnf bmid ; ifietdonte te» tMtU 
liplkdi tlie rt&r}r Imgers, ndkile tke iftiate^ 
.•tinls ikiciease ; my' teg^kx tttaaalMi filnfis 
out a/ Gotihie •afiOQQiiily» and tte Woib is 
'tmi^leileiMg^btB&fe I bave atttymd4ii> 
cpoi&t I proposed^: : 

Captain, ResoIuti<m and .determkied 
.ferfa^armuse' nrigbt remedy that evU. 

Author. A!a$» my dear sir, you do not 

know 'the fwce of paternal aifeetioti.-^ 

^ When. I light on fi^ieh a diaraetet as BAt-^ 

lie Jarrie^ or Dailgetty^ my imagination 

^tightens, and my conception become^ 

• dterer at ev^y step t<rhi6h I make in^ 

»eompany» lilthoiigh it leads nie ftiany;li 

weary mile awirjr from ^e r^ular r6ad> 

-andfi)i?eea me to leap hedge and ditch to 

' get hfMk into tile rottte. i^n. If I teMt 



itha temptaKdoQ, as.yoa adTiseine^ my 

'thougbtalieciaiiie prosy, flat^aiid dulK} I 

' write painfully to my^df, aod. under a 

txxnadbusness'&f Sagging whicfaipai kte B « 

flagrSfiU iBore } the suibshio^ with whidht 

; £^ey had invested the ineideiits, departo 

^firom; theiii^ and leaves, evrecy thing, dull 

and gloomy. I.ai»nombre the sain&«u* 

' thor, than the dog in a wheel^ oond^iined 

' to go round and rouml for hours, is like 

. the same dog merrily ebasing his own taU, 

and gambolling in all the frolio ictf . wire* 

stimned &eedam. In short, air, on such 

dmsions,; L think I am bewitched*' 

i : Captam Nay, bxc, iCydu plead sorcery, 

there is no more> to bo--said-?-rhe muf I 

ifeedaga wfaooi^tfae dmH 4iive(l» And 

: this^ I auppo&e^ sir, i» tfaexeaacui why you 

' do not : make the theatrical attempt to 

. ifrhieh you have been 4bo oftenr urged ?. - 

. I, Mv^or. It may pasa Gh^ one gi^QMl rea- 



B(m fx not writing -a^ pl^f » that I auuiot 

ibrm a plot. But the trat^ i6^ tl»t the 

idea adopted by too favourable judges^ of 

my haviiig some aptitade for tfaafc dqpmi- 

.ment of pcetiy^ ba9 been mstch firandad 

onthooe^oi^Qf old ^i^ wludi, ]ie% 

taken fixHn a flouneiiiacoenibloib odloe- 

tors, tJiey have hastily oonsideted Ike^M- 

Bprmgofinyinolzber^mt. Novv, the maH- 

ner in wfaicii I became ponessed of theie 

<fti^neBt8 is so^KbraoBdinary/tbat I caA- 

-notbelp telUng it to yon. ^ 

You qittst know, t2iat4i<Hne twenty years 

sincet I went down to visit an ddinaad 

.in Woscestqrfiiiirer mko had serMii Jrith 

• me in .the - ■ » ^ Dngoms;*: ' ^ 

. CaptmiL. Tbsn yott^t^ioeserred^ sStrA 

Jtu^bor^ 1 ibave^-Hor 1 have not^ wli&di 

signifieslthe:8ttne4ltttig~X;aptain i8.agood 

traveling. namc-^I &>and my friend's 

boiue4i)iexpeoie<Uy croii^ed wkh guests, 
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aiad» as umsi, was condemiied— the inan* 
sion being an old one^-^to the haunied 
apartment. I ha^e^as a great modern said, 
seen too many ghosts to believe in than, 
sfi betook myself seriously to my repose, 
lulled by the wind rustling among the 
lime-tree^ the Immches of which chequer- 
ed themoonlight whidi fell on thf floor 
tibsoQgfa the diamonded casement, when, 
behold, a darker shadow interposed it$elf, 
' acid I beheld yisibly on the floor of the 
apartment—*-* 

's Qiptain. The White Lady of Ayen^U 
I suppo8e?-»^Ybu have told the very story 
baipre^ 

: Author^ No-^I- beheld a female form 
with round mob-cap, bib, and apron, 
$leeves tucked up to the dhow, a dredge 
ing^'box in the. (me hand, and in the cAher 
a sauce4adle» I conduded, of course, 
that it was my friend's cook-maid walk- 



iog in besrsteep ;> andi as I iuaew* he: bad ; 
SL value for Sallys wiio c6iild toss a pan*: 
c^ke .wMb aoy. ^rl in.the.coanty, I got* 
upfco^coiidttcther safely to the door. ' But* 
a^ I approached hen A^ satd-^-^.^^ Hdd» • 
sir I I any not what ydu t^e tte for ;'**~' 
words whieh^ samned a<^ apposite t6 Ae* 
circumstaDces^ that I. afaEmld not hai^^ 
muah imoded tbetn^ bad it not fae^i tost 
the peciitiarly hcllow sound hi whkh thejr 
vf^a» uttared.^^' Know then^" sh^ said in; 
the same unearthly aecentsr ^^ that. I am*. 
the sj^rit of £etty Barnes-**— -**^ Who 
hanged bersdf for love of the stage-coach-* 
naan^" thought I ; '^ this is a proper spot^ 
of work.'' — ** Of tha^ unhappy EK^abel^ 
or Betty Barney long eook-msdd to Mr 
Waxburton the painful eoUeetor; biitah t 
the too caielesscnstodier of the lorgi^ 
odQeetion of andent plays ever kiuywo^^-c 
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of most of which the titles only are left^ 
to gladden tlie Fralogonsena* of the Va- 
riorum Shakespeare. Yes, stranger, it 
Mras these ill-fi^ed hands that consigned 
to greiise and conflagration the scores of 
small qmartos, which, did they now exist, 
would drive the. whole Boxbutghe CUub^ 
culof thrar senses — ^it was these unhaj^y 
piekers and stealers that singed fiit fowls ; 
and wiped dirty trenchers with the lost» 
works of Beaumont and Fletdber, Mss^i 
singer, Jonson, Webster-^-^what shall I ; 
say ?-u^ven ^ Sfai^espesure himsdf/* 

Xiike every dramatic antiquary^ ikiy ar-- 
di|d; curiosity, after some play named in^: 
the Book of the Master of Hevels, had«>&, 
ten been checked by finding the object of 
my research numbered am0ilgst.ihe holo- 
oaastiof Tictiins which thia unhappy wo^: 
nan had .sacrificed ta the God of Good: 
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Ckeer. If is no woi^r then, tb9t» like 
the Hermit of Famel^ 

.' I broike tlie bands of fear^ and madiy cried, 
'* You caidcss jade !'-^Bat scarce the w<ffds begipj 
' When Betty lirandiah'd hi^ her saucbg-pan. 

. ^ Beware,'* die said^ ^ you do not, by 

your iU-tiined anger, eiit off the opportu. 

nity I yet have to iiid^nmfy the world 

for the eirbrB of my i^oranoe. In yDnr- 

der coalJbole, not ined for many a year, 

repose tiie few greasy and blackened firag* 

mentsof the elder Drama which were not 

totally destroyed. Do thou then'' — ^Wby, 

what do you stare at. Captain ? By my 

sou^itistrue; as my friend M^^ Long* 

biow' says, ^ what idiould I tell you a lie 

forr 

Cofitmn. Lie, sir ! Nay, heaven &rbid I 

should apply the word to a pierson so ve^.* 

radous. You are only inclined to chase: 

your tail a little this morning, that's all. 

1 
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Had you not better reserve this legend to 
form an introduction to '* Three reobver- 
ed Di^maSy'' or so ? 

' Author. You are quite right^-^habit's a 
strange things my son. I had forgot whom 
I was speaking to. Yes^ Plays for the do- 
set, not for the stage— 
. Cajgtam. Hight, and so you are'sure to 
be acted ; for the managers, while thou- 
sands of volunteers . are desirous of ser-* 
ving them, Are wonderfully partial to 
pressed men. 

j^uihor. I am a living witrie^, having 
been, like a second Laberius, mbd^ a dnu> 
matist whether I would or not I be^ 
lieve my muse would be Tm^ed into 
treading the stfige, even if I should write 
a sermon. 

Qaiptaif^ Truly, if you did, I am afraid 
folks might make a farce of it ; and, there^ 
fore, should you diange your style, I still 

VOL. L c 
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^yi» a .volume of dmitias like Lcx'd By- 

Author. No, his lordship i$ a cut above 
me-r^I won?t^ run my horse against fais» if 
I can he]^ my8d£ Butther^.i&m7£riend 
Allafi hasi wxittea just SQoh a play as I 
might write mysdf, in ii very sunny day^ 
akid wiih one o£ ficamah'is £xtra patent- 
*pns. I cannot make neat work without 
-soeh appurtentaces. 

C!e^3ikfl|»/ So you mean Allan iUmsay ? 

Author. N09 nor Barbara. Allaii either. 
I mean AUanCnnntnghaio, who hiui just 
published his tragedy of ^ Man^aduke 
MaiiwelK ftdl of meny4naking and imav 
deling, Ipsdingt and cutting of thrdcUis^ 
and^p^ssages wbidt lead tn notl^i^, and 
which are very pretty passag^a^ftir all 
that Not a glimpse. <tf probalaUt^)^ is 
there about the^^ot, but so mui^ aniikia* 
Han in particular passages^ and inch ^ 
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vein of poetry through the if h^> a« I 
d^rly wish I could infuse into my Cull*, 
nary Remains, should I ever be tempted 
to publish them. With a popular impress, 
peopltf W0\xl4 rend m^odmiak tli^ Iimu- 
tilsi bf Albtn^sKj i^ th^ iaaf^liilps 
dnly note his def^ts^^^n' ^i«^i Is ti^biMr 
not nMe hittx at M. But n^vdf mktd} 
th'^tii/ honest Allan';' ydu ai^e a cs^it- to 
C^^ohi^ for all thati-^There aire stfincf 
lyrical effusion^ of >htf 46oy ^ich you 
Would.db w^U W ttA^i C^ptein^^^^^I^^^ 
hahiis; and iVi httber iA di^ td Burns. 
Ci^latfi. I will ^tftke l^e hint Tbcr 
dbb at Ketltiai^hftif M» tttroed §BisXiiiii 
ougifiric^Cfttaliirii ttiUt«dtibi« Abbey. Mf 
^'.Pdoitith CiihiM^ biB be«»l 1f«tteiV»ll-b(iltt 
p6(^ly and coMty» a«fd "^theBanks of Bam 
nle Doon'' have 4)6en^p08itively eougbeil ' 
down^^Ti^porti mutantur. 
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Am£hor. Thef i^annot $tand still, they' 
will change witib all of us. What then? 

r 

M •■ ' ; . » 

# « • . _ • . / 

^' A man'd a man for a* that.'' 

. But the hour of parting appraaches^ 
; Ox^in. Tou are determined to pro^ 
ceed-then in jrcmr own systain ? Are y<m> 
Qware that. an unworthy motilTe may be^ 
ai^igned for t^is rapid succession cf pub^- 
iMatiofiL? : You wJUJbe sui^pos^ to work 
910]^ ftr '.the lucre of gain. 

Auihqr. Suppcxdng tibiat I did petnlt 
the great advantages which must be de«^ 
rived fi^om suceess in literature; to J0in 
with other motives in.induGing me'tc^ 
eosne more fireq^eutly befwe the pub^ 
lK^«.^:^t emolument is the vokuptsr]^ 
tax which, the pubMc pays for a certain 
ipegnes <tf i^enoy aseuisemeiil^^t is ex-r 
torted from no on^ imd paid» I presumQ» 
by those only who can afford it^ and who 
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receive gratificati<m in pn3q[f0rti^ri;o tthe 
Expense.' If tfab^ capital sum wlueh tbew 
Volumes bave put intd drciilation be a 
Tery large one, bias it contributed: to mj 
indulgences only? or can I not say to 
biMwiredsy from bdnestlDuncan the pa# 
per manufactorer, to the most^sniwUing 
of the prxQtef^a dsTild, ^'MKcbt thou not 
ahare? Hadst thou not fifte^ pence?'? 
I .profess I think our modem .Athens 
mudi obliged tp me Soot fakving estaUkh^ 
ed. sijo^b an extensive mannfiicture ; r and 
vhen univeiBal suffim^^ocaKies in fasluicmi 
lantend.tQ stand for a seat in the .House 
jQXk the interest of aH Ibe .unwashed arti& 
4aers obniiectod m& lita*ature. 
^vCkptain. This would be. eaUedf Hie Imn 

guygir.Qf a oal]eo«m8au&cturec. : . 

Author* Gantagain^mydearsoDb-^there 
is lime in this im^ ioo^r-nothing but so* 
pbialication in. this eWorld! I do say ii^ 
in spite of Adam Smith and his foUovw^ 
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thre labdilver^ aad tlmt.Uid.'wwrkariMimii^- 

other mimuftcimfe.: Ifjatieiir eomsvi^dilT; 
faariiig^ an ad»^ly iateinilfralx4 ^atmlmerr 
tmi yMlm, he the tendt of tbe q^csttian^ 
idhyrHM tM aiithoi^ bakt of ;bdolu to be 
i^feeemqdakfis pM^taUfipnf of the|nii>» 
Ho^toy^ thita the'ipaodiof *n|r other ipa- 
niiiiefeiMr? liqpeak rnA^ raforaaio; to 
ifao^diffiiricHi of tihe-jraal^ fari»iig to the 
puhiic^ and thffd^KO of ndtistiy whidi 
eiren aufib a liliflkig workoft tile pedsoit 
niitet^&AuhteaiidmraBd^ he&iis lii^ vo* 
lumes lea^KB die pid>lldiw'8 shi^. ~ Witib^ 
Mit me it opiild not exis^ and to tii^^i^K- 
tent I am a benefactor to ikm eouDtry^ 
As fbt my own 'emQliunMit^ k is^<roD by 
Boy toil, and I mbouhI myself aMift^* 
aUe to. Heaven otdy. for the teide<^iq 
wfa^Iexpasdit The oaMfid may lo]^ 
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« 

H is ttdt all dfidieatedto Mdfiah.purpoaer) 
and, withotif mwk pmtensioiis to mtnt 
in him ivIiq expends it, aiwct loay ^' mpm 
dw» beamotdkie^itedt to tibe pMc'^ . * 
6^plaii24 Y«kiti«^geaQraUyibdd b«K 
to writof firoQEi the nlere mottve of gaitti 
^ i^fftiMT. It would be'b«fleto:ilQBOia^ 
clufli¥«ifi dlr flMi^ tormakeiikia pniMapd 
iQAQtive of tit^tty exeKttm^ Hajr^ I. will 
yentute to. my» that no wadcjof^imigixiti^ 
tioOy {troeeeduig'fifDiii the. mete odnsider; 
atfDu: of a tttctainr sum.* of . capymiMMcgr, 
e^r/didfOt erer/wiH^ suoqmL fikirthe 
\smj€t who pkadf, ti» solditr who figii^ks^ 
toe pbyttdanwho pmaodbesi^ thedei^ggr^ 
man^"^ sudt tocce lief-^-^vvho preachesr 
without ai^ soil jfar their prafimiflii^ 
or i^thout any leiwe yo£ ita dignity, and 
m«ely on atoawit of their fee# pay,, oi 
j^tip0nd, degrade themaelvea to thie igmk 
of sordid mecbaoics. Aocx)i:dingly, in the 

2 
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case' of two cf the kariied imtlties a!^ 
Ittst^ Uteirservides are ocxisidered ia8 uii& 
appredaU^ and are aeknonrledged mot 
by BXky exact estimitte of the services tet^ 
dered, but by a hatMnrium, or Voluntary 
acknowledgment. But let a dient or pa^ 
tient make the expenment of omitdng 
tfais;littfe :oeremony of the 'kMormi»mi 
wMdb is eens&Ui be a^ thing entirely out 
of cbnsideratibnbetweoa tban, and mark 
how' tibe learned gentleman will look 
upon his cmse. . Cant aet apart^ it is the 
same thing with literary emolument/ No 
man of sens^ in any rank of life; is^ cnf 
ought to'be, above accepting ^a jpruA re^ 
complice for bis tin^^ aiid a reaidonttbte 
share of the capltd wEidi cw^ Its Vdrf 
existence to his exertions. Wkm Oais? 
Peter wrought in ihe.txendies, he tD<^ 
the pay of a common sol^r ; atKl nobtesi- 
statesmen, and diVines, the moslidiMin^' 
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l^isb^d: of iheir lime^ bare not scorned 
to sqtiaie accounts with thdr booksellen 

O if it were a mean thing. 

The geoAe^ ^itld not use it,' ^ 

And if it were ungodly. 

The clergy would refuse it. 

j4Mbr. YousiDy.w^ Buinoinanof 
lH>ndur, geniuii^ or spirit^ Would make the 
mere lore of gain the chief, far less th& 
only, purpose of hia labours; For myself^ 
I ant hot displeased to find the game a 
winning one ; yet while Ipleasedthe pub* 
lie, I should . probably contmue' it merely 
fw the pleasurerof playing ; for I have 'felt 
as strongly as most folks that loW of 
comp68ltiQn^whiob ts'peiifiips the i^ferbng- 
dst of all instincts^ driTihg the author to 
tht, -p&ki the fainter to the pallet; ofteii 
withcmt either the dianee of fame or the 
prospect of reward. Perhaps I have sa^ 
too much of this. I might perhaps, with 



fbs niudi truth at most pe^le, «i^€^fMite 
Pfiyself &om the efasiige of bdi^ «illiir ^ 
a greedy or mercenary dispojiition ; biit I 
am not, therefore, hypooite enough to 
disdaim <&e ordinary motives, on account 
of which the whole world airound me is 
toiling unremittingly, to the sacrifice of 
tase, cpmfcnl:; hcJdJUh, and U& .1 do. not 
^Sh^ ^ diwutemttlodiiM^ a£ that ingd« 
nicm9 atso^ati0ii of genltaiiieA montioned 
by G^GbiAith^ who'96ld their mag^^e 
fpr sL^pente a^pieoe, m^felyfye Amrown 
aflausemebti: « j i« 

' ' Cciptaki* I have but onetibing mme . to 
Un^-^The VHxAA say jrtm viH rliii f^ma^ 
9e]fout • 

Ati4h&r. The world say toie ; and what 
then? WhOT they dance iwtianger/ 1 
will no longer pipat %fi^ I shafitnpt want 
flappers eixmgh toresi&sd mtiof IdK^j^ 
ptexy^- ' ' : -. . ■ - . '. --^ 
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^8pteiii»- And 1i4iat ^n^U 1^^ 
^mtjroarpoor&Hiily? We shall fall in* 
to ccmtempt dud oblivion. . 
- Afiihiar^ Like mmy apdor'fellow^ 9I- 
i^tedf pvecwhdmed with the number of 
Ida Anitiy, I camioC help going on to in- 
ereas^ k^^^^i^ ^Tia my vtoira^tion^ Hal.!'.^ 
Sixob^fjbtt^fli deawre dUinon^^perhfipa 
tbe whole of you— -^may be consigned to 
it« Ajt.any rate, you have been rei^*in 
j^mr ^ay^ which is mose than can be said 
€£ some of your contemporaries^ of lesa 
fiart^ue and more merit They cannot 
siiy bat whatyouibodf the crown. Asfoip 
myself, I shall always AmerYft^ at leasts the 
unwilling tribute whidi Johmon^p^id.toL 
Chutohillt wJbati he 8dd> tliough the fel- 
low^S' £^ua was a^ tree wMch bore only 
cawbs, yet it ^i^^s polific, and bad pleuiy 
offruit^suchiuiitwas. It is always Si^me-- 
thmg to have engi^ed the public atten* 
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tion foi: seven years. HzdXimfyjfml&en 
Waverley, I should liiave long nnoe berau 
according to the established phrase^ *' thsi 
ingenious author of a novel much admi- 
red Bt the time." I believe^ on .my souV 
that the reputation of Waverley is sustain** 
ed ^ery much by the praisies of thos^ wha 
may be inclined to prdfer that tale to ita 
successors. 

Captain. Youare willing^ then, to bar- 
ter future Imputation for present. ^Kipav 
larity? ^ 

. Author. Meliara spero. . ELcnraoe him*, 
self expected not to survive in ^ bis 
works — ^I may hope to live in scnw ofl 
jmnei-^^^tmomnisMoriar. It is some com, 
solation to reflect, that the best authotsk 
in all countries have been the^moit vjoi^. 
minous ; and it has <>iben happened, that^ 
those who have been best received in th/^nt . 
own time, have al^o continued tojbe ^c-. 
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ceptable to posterity. I do not think so 
ill of die present generation, as to sup- 
pose that its present favour necessarily in- 
fers future ck)ndemnation. 

Captain. Were all to act on such prin- 
ciples, the public would be inundated. 

Auffwr. Once more, nay dear son^ be- 
ware of cant; You speak as if the public 
were obliged to i^ead books merdy because 
they are printed— your friends the book- 
sellers would diank you to make the pro- 
position good. . The most serious grie^ 
vance attending such inundations, as you 
talk of is, that they make rags dear. The 
multiplicity of publications does the pre^ 
sent age no harm, and may greatly ad* 
vantage that Which is to suoiecfd us. 

CapUtin. \ do not see how that is to 
inq^ipen. 

Author, The complaints in the time 
of Elizabeth and James, of the alarming 






dvi INTEODUCTORY EPISTLE. 

fertyity df the piress^ were as load as they 
are at presept-^yet look at the shore ovis 
which the inundation of that age flowed 
and it resembles how the Rich Strand of 
iixe Faery .Qiieen-««- . " 

■ BteStJrev^d aU with rich amy, ' ^ 



Of pearl and frcfcioot Btxintt of great ittny ; 
And all the gravel mix'd with golden ore. 

Believe ^me, that even in ^ most ne^ 
gleoted/itorks of thepfesinC age^ the Qext 
qaaof discorex' txieasui-es^ 
. Cajptaih. 8<ttne boolb .will deQriiU al*. 
oneniy.' * . ' ,i . , . . 

^ff/&or. Th^y ^^ he Imt few* in niim 
her; sktioef as for waiiera, whojcire posscfss- 
ed cf'tu} merit at aU, unless indeed they 
publidi their works at 'their own expense, 
like Sir Richard Blackmore, their power 
of annoying the public will be soon iiptjit- 
ed by this diffieulty of finding lindefhilmig 
booksellers. , . 
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i Gaptaih. You are ineorrigtble. Are 
thereno bouiidft4;Q ybtir aadacity ? 
' AiUkm The^^te&l^e iacred and eter« 
nal bpundaries.i^ lM»iour and virtue. My 
cboi^s^ is like the eiitfafliited diacnber of 
Britomart — 

* '1*8 

' Whdr^ is sine (obk^d ftbouti sKe Bid beMd 
Bowio^rthat JiHDB.ioorliraf iUirww.i^ 

: JEfce. Bpl^—B^ Bold, and every wher« Be Bold. 
Whereat she musedy ancl could not construe it ; 

hi hMt HbB ^ied' ^t ^lit #iM>m'4i 4i]^p6r eiid 

Aaoth^ jron d09r. en wbidi was writ-^ 
Be not too Bold. 

Captain. Well, you must take the risk 
of proceeding on your 6vm princijdes. 

Auth&t. Doyoti aetjon yours^ and take 
care you do not stay idling here till the 
dinner hour is over.-^I will add this work 
to your patritnony, vtdeat qtumium. 

Hare our dialogue terminated; for a 
little sooty-faced Apollyon from the Ca- 
nongate came to demand the proof-sheet 
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on the part of Mr M'Corkitidale ; and I 
heard Mr C. rebuking Mr F. in another 
compartment of the same labyrinth I have 
described,; for su£fering any one to pene- 
trate so far into the penetralia of thdr 
temple. 

I leave it to you to form your own opi- 
nion concerning the impcxrt of diis dia- 
logue, and I cannot but believe I shall 
meet the wishes of our comm<m parent 
in prefixing this letter to the work which 
it concerns. 

I am, reverend and dear Sir, 
Very sincerely and affectionately 
Yours; &c. &c. 

• • - 

CUTHBERT CLUTTEEBtrCK, ^ 
Ksnnaquhair, IH AprU, 1822. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Now Soot and English are agreed. 

And Saunders hastes to cross the Tweed, 

Where, such the splendours that attend him, 

His Tery mother scarce had kenn*d him. 

His metamoiphosis behold. 

From Glasgow frieze to doth of gold ; 

His back-swoid with the iron hilt, 

To rapier fairly hatcfa'd and gilt ; 

Was ever seen a gallant braTer t 

His very bonnet's grown a bea?er. 

The BeJbmuUiOH, 

The long-oontinued hostilities which had for 
centuries divided the south and the north divi- 
aons of the Island of Britain, had been happily 
terminated by the succession of the pacific James 
I. to the English crown. But although the uni* 
ted crown of England and Scotland was worn by 
the same individual, it required a long lapse of 
time^ and the succes»on of more than one gene- 
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ration, ere the inveterate national prejudices 
which had so long existed betwixt the sister 
kingdoms were removed, and the subjects of ei- 
ther side of the Tweed brought to regard those 
upon the other bank as friends and as brethren. 

These prejudices were, of course, most inve- 
terate during the xogn of .King James. The 
English subjects accused him of partiality to 
those of his ancient kingdom ; while the Scots, 
with equal injustice, charged bim with having 
forgotten the land of his nativity, and with ne- 
glecting those early friends to whose allej^ance 
he had been so much indebted. 

The temper of the King, peaceable even to ti- 
midity, inclined him perpetually to interfere as 
mediator amongst the contending factions, whose 
brawls disturbed the court. But notwithstand- 
uig all his precautions, historians haxe recorded 

4 

many instances where the mutual hatred of two 
nadoDs, who, after bemg enemies &r a thou- 
sand years, had been so vary recently imited, 
broke forth with a fury which menaced a ge- 
neral convulsion ; and, spreading from the high- 
est to the lowest . daases, as it occasioned de- 
bates in council and parliament, factions in the 
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court, and duels among the gentry, was no less 
productive of riots and brawls amongst those of 
the lower orders. - 

While these heart-burnings were at the bi^ 
est, there flourtahed in the.city of London an iur- 
genious, but whimsical «nd self*<)!pinioned me- 
chanic, much devoted to.abstraqt studies^* David 
Ramsay by name, who, whether reoo^imended 
by his great skill in his.professioq, as the court- 
iers alleged, or, as was. murmured apippg his 
neighbours, by his Urtb-place, in the good .town 
of Dalkeith, near Edinburgh,, held in Jfunes^s 
household the poist of makei: of watches and ho- 
rologes to his Majesty. He secerned. not^ how« 
ever, to keep open shop within Temple-Bar, a 
few yards to the eastward of Sfiint DuAstan^s 
Church. 

The shop of aXtondpn tradesmaii at that time, 
as it may be supposed, w^ something very dif- 
ferent from those we now see in the same loca- 
lity« The goods were exposed to sale in cases, 
only defended from the weather by a covering of 
canvas, and the whole resembled the stfdls and 
booths now erected, for the temporary accommo- 
dation of dealers at a oouiltry fair, rather than the 
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eBtaUkhedemporiuiii of sreqiectaUeeitiflQi. 

most of the diopkeepett of note, «ad David Ram^ 

say amoagst others^ had their booth oomwcted 

mih a small apartaient which opened backward 

firoiD it, and bore the same resemUaface to the 

fitmt shop that Robinson Crusoe^s cavern did 

tothe tent which he erected before it. To tfaia 

Master Ramsay was often accustomed to retieat 

to the htbour of his abstruse calculations ; tat he 

a^ed at improvement and discoveries in his own 

flpt, and sometimes pushed his reseatdies, likcf 

Napier, and other manhematicians of the period^ 

into abstract science. When thus engaged, he 

Idt the outer posts of his commercial estabyslK 

m^t to be mmntabeii by two atoutJxidied and 

strong-Voiced apptentices, who kept up the enf. 

of, ^^ What tf y6 lack ? what d'ye lack f"^ acootti. 

panied with -the appropriate recommendatiom <£ 

the articles in whieh they dealt This ^Bsect and 

pe»s6nal application for custom to those who Am^ 

ced to pass by, is now, we believe, limited to Mon^ 

mbUth Street, (if it still exists even in that neposi* 

tCHryof aUdent garments,) under theguardiandnp 

of th)^ scattered remtiant of Israel. But, at the 

time we are speaking of, it was practised alike by. 
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J&w and GMtik^ and served^ instead of iEdl ottr 
present newspaper puffs mod advertisemeiits, ti^ 
solicit the ideation of the public in general, jm& 
ti fnenda in particular, to the unrivimed exoei. 
laice of the goods, which they offered to sale vnpoa 
such eaay terms, that it m^t faurly appear that 
the Tenders had raither a view to the general ser- 
yiee of the public, than to thar own particular 
advutage. 

The verbal proclaimers of the excellence of 
their commodities, had this advantage over those 
who, in the present day, use the public papeiV 
for the same purpose, that they could in many 
cases adapt their address to the peculiar appear-* 
anor and apparent taste of die passengei^t [Tbist> 
as we have said, was also the case in Moiimoulh . 
Street in our rem^nbrance. We have ourselves 
be^ l«minded of the defidencies of ottr feindral. 
haluliBieidfts, and exhorted upon that score tp fit 
ourselves more beseemingly ; but this is a digrea- 
non. j This direct and personal mode of invita- 
tion to customers became, however, a dangeroua 
temptation to the young wags who were employed 
in the task of solicitation durii^ the absence of tfaf^ 
principal person interested in the tr^tfBc ; and»con- 
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fiding in their numbans'and mic uiiioQ^'tlie ^pted- 
tiees of London irere ofiesi sedueed ii^ takii^ 
liberties with the passengers, and exerdsing their 
wit at the expenoe of those wlunn they had no 
hopes c^oooyerting into-customers by thw ekv 
qukiee. If thiis was resented by any act of tio* 
lence, the inmates of eadi shop were ready 16 
pour forth in succour ; and, in the words of an 
old song which Dr Johnson was used to hum^— ^. 

^' Up then rose the 'pfentioes all, 
Liying in LoDdon^ both proper and talL** 

■I 
• 

' Desperate riots of ten arose on anch occasions,' 
eipeciaUy when llie Temphurs, or other jaal^tm 
connected with the aristocracy, were insulted, of 
concaved thewyselvcs to be so. Upon such oe- 
caapns, bar^ steel was frequently of^^osed to the 
dobs of the citizens, and death f requ^itly eo^ 
sued on both ndes. The tardy and ineAcieDt 
pdice of the tune had no other resource Aan 
by the Alderman of the ward calling out the 
householders, and putting a stc^ to the strife by 
oYerpiowering numbers, as the Capulefs and Mon? 
tagu^s are separated upon the stage. 
At the period when such was the universal' 
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€U8tom of the most respectable, as well as the 
most inconsiderable shopkeepers in London, Da- 
vid fiamsay, upon the evening to which we so- 
licit the attention of the reader, retiring to more 
abstruse and priTate labours, left the admini- 
stration of his outer sh<^, or booth, to the 
aforesaid sharp, active, able-bodied, and weB- 
v<»ced apprentices, namely, Jenkin Vincent and 
Frank TnnstidL 

' Vincent had been educated at the excellent 
foundation of Christ^s Church Hospital, and was 
bred, therefore^ as well as bbm, a Londoner, 
^Hh all the peculiar acuteness and address^ and ^ 
audacity, which belong peculiarly to the youth ^ 
of a metropolis. He was now about twenty year»^ 
okl, idiort in stature, but remarkably strong 
made, eminent for his feats upon holidays at the 
foot-baU, and other gymnastic exercises ; scarce 
rivalled in the broadsword play, though hither- 
tb only exercised in the form of ringle-stick ; he 
knew every lime, blind alley, and sequestered 
cdurt of the ward, better than his Gatechinn ; 
was alike active in his master^s affairs, and in his 
own adventures <^ fun and mischief ; and so ma* ; 
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naged matters, that the credit be acquired by 
the former bcMre him out» or at least served ibr 
bis apology, when the lattar prqiensity led him 
into scrapes, of which, however, it is but fair to 
state, that they had hitherto inferred nodiiiig 
mean or diso^itable. Some aberrations therii 
were, which David Ramsay, his maimer, endea^ 
voured to reduce to regular order when be dis** 
covered them, and others which be winked a%' 
supposing them to answer the purpose of the 
escapement of a watch, which disposes of a ca% 
tain quantity of the extra power of that mecha-^ 
nical impulse which puts the whole in moticm. 

The physiognomy of Jin Vin, by which ab*> 
I»€viation he was familiarly known through the 
ward, corresponded with the sketch we have* 
givto of his character. His bead, upon wUdi 
bis prenUce^s flat cap was geamllj flung in a 
careless and oblique fasbicm, was closely covered 
with thick hair of raven black, which curkd na- 
turally and closely, and would have grown to 
great length, but for tbe modest custom enjian*' 
ed by his state of life, and strictly enforced by 
bis master, which compelled him to keep it short- 
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cropped,— not unreluctantlj, as he looked with 
envy on the flowing ringlets, in which the courtier^ 
and aristocratical students of the neighbouring 
Temple began to indulge themselves, as marks 
of superiority and of gentility. VinceHt^s eyes 
were deep set in his head, of a strong vivid black, 
full of fir^ roguery, and intelligence, and con« 
veying a humorous expression, even while he was 
yttering the usual small-talk of his trade, as if 
he ridiculed those who were disposed to give any 
weight to his common-places. He had address 
enough, however, to add little touches of his 
own, which gave a turn of drollery even to this 
ordinary routine of the booth ; and the alacrity ' 
of his manner— his ready and obvious wish to 
oblige-— his intelligence and dvility, when he: 
t}iought cdvility-necessary, made him a universal 
favourite with his master^s customers. His fea- 
tures were far from r^ular, for his nose was, 
flaltish, his mouth tending to the larger size, 
and his complexion inclining to be more dark 
than was then thought con»stent with mascu- 
line beauty. But then, in despite of his ha- 
ving always breathed the air of a crowded city^ 
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his complexion bad Uie ruddy and manly expres* 
sion of redundant health; his turned-up nose 
Igave an air of spirit and raillery to what he said, 
and seconded the laugh of his eyes, and his wide 
mouth was garnished with a pair of well-formed 
and well-coloured lips, which, when he laughed, 
disclosed a range of teeth strong and well set, 
and as white as the very pearl. Such was the 
dder apprentice of David Ramsay, watch^-maker^ 
and omstructor of horologes, to his Most Sacred 
Majesty Jaines !• 

Jenkin^s companion was the youii^i^ appren- 
tice, though, perhaps, he might be the elder of 
the two in years. At any rate he was of a much 
more staid and composed temper. Francis Tun- 
stall was of that andent and proud descmt, who 
datmed the Style of the <* unstained ;^ because,* 
amid the various chances of the long and bloody 
wars of the Roses, they had, with undeviating 
faith, followed ihe House of Lancaster, to which' 
ihey had originally attached themselves. The 
meanest sprig of such a tree attached importance 
to the root from which he derived himself; iod 
Tunstall was supposed to nourish in secret a pro- 

f 
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por^n ci timt fmnily pride, wbidi bud extorted 
tears from his widowed and almost iqdigent mo- 
ther, when she saUr herself obliged to eonsign him 
to a line of life, inferior, as her prejudices sug* 
gested, to the course held by his progoiitors. 
Yet, with all this aristocratic prejudice^ his mas* 
ter feund the well-bom youth more docile, regu- 
bnr^ and B^ctly attentive to ibis duty, than bis 
&r more active and alert commde. Tunstalliilso 
gratified his master by the particular attention 
whidi he seemed disposed to bestow cm the ub* 
stract princqiles of science connected with the 
trade which he was bound to study, the limits 
of ^bich wero daily enlarged with the increase 
of mathematical science. Vincent beat bis com* 
panion beyond the distance-post, in every thing 
like the practical adaptation of thorough practioe 
m the dexterity of hand necessary to execute the 
mechanical branches of the art, and double-diB« 
tanc^ him in all respecting the oommenaal a£» 
tsir^ qf the shop. Still David Ramsay was wont 
to say, that if Vincent knew how to do a thing 
die better of the two, Tunstall was mudi bettef 
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aocj^inted with the priiici|de8 on whidi it oughjt 
to be d&ae ; and he sometimes objected to th^ kt- 
ter, that be knew critical excellence too well ever 
to be satisfied with practical mediocrity. 

Thedispoflition of Tunstall was shy, as well as 
studious ; and though perfectly civil and ol^ging, 
he never seemed to fed himadf inhis plaoe while 
he went through the dslaea of the shop* He was 
tall and handsome, with fair httr, andwell^bnned 
iimbsy good features, light blue ejres^ well open- 
ed, a straight Gredan nose, and a countenance 
which expressed both good humour and intellk 
gsDoe, but qualified' by a gravity unsuitable to 
his years, and which almost amounted to ^jeo^ 
tion. He lived on the best tenuB wiUi his com* 
paqion, and readily stood by Imn whenever he 
was engaged in any jof the frequent skirmishes, 
which, as we ha^e already observed, often dis* 
lurbed the city of London about this period. But^ 
though Tunstall was allowed to understand qu^-^ 
ter-sta£P, (the weapon of the North country,) in 
a superior degree, and though he was naturalljT 
both strong and active, his interference in lEtteK^ 
affrays seemed always matter of nec^ty ; and^ 
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as he nev^r Toluntarily joined either th^ brawts 
or their ftports, he held a far lower place in 
the opinion of the youth of the ward than his 
hearty and active friend Jin Yin. Nay, had it 
not been for the interest made for his comrade 
by. the intercession of Vincent, Tunstall would 
baTe stood some chance of being altogether ex- 
cluded from the society of bis contemporiuies of 
the same condition, wbo called him, in scorn, the 
Cavafiero Cuddy, and the Grentle Tunstall. On 
,the o^r hand, the lad himself, deprived of 
die fresh air in which he had been brought up, 
rand foregf^g the exerdse to which he had been 
/armerly accustomed, while the inhabitant of his 
pativ^ maaiuuion, lost gradually the freshness of 
his €OBoqpl«diHi» andy without exhibiting any 
fiHtmal symptf»ns of disease, grew more tbin and 
pale as he grew dider, and ai length exhibited 
the appearance of inid^ffierent health, without any 
thing of the halnts and corafdaints of an invalid, 
excepting a disposition to avo^ sodety, and to 
spend his leisure timein private study, rather thaii 
l&iiigle Ml the sports of his companions, or eveti 
r«ort to thetheatres, then the general rendezvous 
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of has dass ; where, aocordipg to high authority, 
they fought for hidf-bitten.apples, ci»ck^ nutsi 
aini filled the upper gallery wid^ their damounb 

Sueh w^re the two youths who eaUed Dayid 
Ramsay master, and with both of whom be. used 
to fret from morning tiU night, aatheirpeooliaii- 
ties interfered with bi9 own, or with the quiet and 
beneficial course of his traffic. . *.; .. .\j 

Upon the whole^ however, the youlh&.wera 
Uttacbied to their master^ and, he, a good-oiatiK 
red, though an absent and whimsical. man, waa 
scaace less so to ihem ; and, when alittkLnami- 
ed with wine at an oceasionaL . junketting, be 
used to boast, in hia northern diakct^ of Im 
*^ twa bonnie lads, and the looka that tike, count 
ladies threw at them whqn Tisitiag. lus shop in 
their caroches, when on a frolic, into, the city*'' 
But David Bamsay neyer failed at the. samp 
time to draw up bis own tall, thin, lathy ski^leton, 
extend his lean jaws into an alarming ffox^i, and 
indicate, by a nod of his yardJmigTisage, and a 
twinkle of his little grey eye, that there laifjtA 
be more faces in Fleet-Street worth, kiokiog at 
than those of Frank tad Jenkin» His old neigb- 
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fafoiir, Wkidw Simtfions^ the senaiMtr^sfl, wlla bad 
served hi ber dkj the Very tip-top revcS^rs of 
the Temple, wkh raffb, cuffs, and ba^s, dup* 
tinguisbed mdte de^Ijr tfa^ siMi of att^tion paid 
by tbe females df qaafity who so fegularly tisit- 
edDatidRamsay^s shop to Its initiates. ^'Tfaeboy 
VraAkf'" kht actoMted, ^ ttsed to attiraet tberattett- 
tion of tbe young ladies, as bating ebmetbing 
g«iille and downcassit in bis kmks ; bnt then be 
odUM not bet^r bimsrif, for tbe poor yoatb bad 
tsot a word to tbrow at a dog. Now Jin Vin 
was do fall of bis jibes and bis jeers, and so wiH* 
ic^, and i§o ready, and so serviceable, and so 
mannerly aH idre wbife, with bis step that sprang 
ly&e a bnelf 8 in Epping Forest, and bis eye that . 
twinkled as Maek as a gipseyX that no- woman 
wbo knew the world would make a Comparison 
betwixt tbe lads. As ibr poor neighbour Ramsay 
himself, the man,^ she said, ^^ was a civil nfeigfa- 
bour, and a learned man, doubtless, and m^bt 
be a rich man, if be bad common setise to back 
bis learning ; and doubtless, for a Scot, ne^- 
bour Ramsay was nothing of a bad man ; but 
be was so constantly grimed witb smoke, ^Ided 
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mih fatass filings, and smeared with lamp4>lack 
and oil, that Dame Simmons judged it would re- 
quire his whole shop fuU of watches to induce 
an/ feasible woman to touch the said neighbour 
Bamsay with any thing save a pair of tongs.^ 

A still higher authority. Dame Ursula, wife 
to Benjamin Suddlechops the barber, was of 
exactly the same opinion. 

Such were,, in natural qualities and puUic es* 
tiination^.the two youths, who, in a fine April 
day, having first rendered thdr dutiful sendee 
and attendance oa tl^e table of their master and 
his daughter, at their dinner at one o^dock-— 
Such, O ye lads of Lcmdon, was the severe dis* 
cipline imdergone by your predecessors— «nd 
having regaled themselves upon the fragments, 
in company with two female domestic^ one a 
cook, and maid of all work, the other called 
Mistress Mtirgaret^s maid, now relieved their 
master in :ithe dut;^ of the outward shop; and, 
agreeable to the established custom, were solidt- 
^%9 l>y their entreaties and recommendations of 
their mastery's manufacture, the attention and en« 
couragement of the passengers. 
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In this spedes of service it may be easily sup* 
posed that Jenkin Vincent left his more reserved 
and bashful comrade far in the back-ground. 
The latter could only articulate with di£Bculty, 
and as an act of duty which he was rather 
ashamed of discharging, the estajblished words of 
form—" What d'ye lack ?— What d'ye lack ?— 
Clocks— watches— barnacles ?-— What d'ye lack ? 
—Watches— clocks— barnacles ?— What d'ye 
la^k, nr ? What d^e lack, madam ?— 'bamattes, 
watches, clocks ?^ 

But this dull and dry iteration, however varied 
by diversity of verbal arrangement, sounded flat 
when mingled with the ridi and recommenda- 
tory oratory of the bold-faced, deep-mouthed^ 
and ready-witted Jenkin Vincent. '' What d*ye 
lack, noble sir?— <What d'ye lack, beauteous 
madam r^ he said, in a tone at once bold and 
soothmg, which often was so ap|died as both 
to gratify the persons addressed, and to ex- 
dte a smile from other hearers. '' Crod bless 
your reverence," to a beneficed clergyman ; ^'the 
Greek and Hebrew have blinded your reve- 
rence's eyes — Buy a pair of David Ramsay's bar- 
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nadair The Sing, God bless hia Saered Ha* 
jesty, never reads Hebrew or Greek without 

them.'* 

'^ Are you well avised of that ?^ said a fat 
ratson from the Vale of Evediaim ^^ Nay, if 
the Head of the Church wears them, Grod bless 
his Sacred Majesty, I will try what they can do 
for me ; for I have not been able to distinguish 
one Hebrew letter from another, sino^-^I caimot 
remember the time— when I had a bad fever. 
Chuse me a pair of his most Sacred Majesty'^s 
owQ. wearing, my good youth.^ 

<< This is a pair, and please your reverence,^ 
said Jenkins, produdng a pair of spectacles which 
he touched with an air of great deference and re* 
spect, '< which his most Uessed Majesty^ placed 
this day three weeks on bis oim blessed nose, 
and would bare kept them for his own sacred 
use, but that the setting being, as your reve> 
r^ce sees, of the purest jet, was, as his Sacred 
Majesty was pleased to say, fitter for a bishop 
than ibr a secular prince.^ 

^'His Sacred Majesty the King,''sBid the wor- 
thy divine, ** was ever a very Damd in his 
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judgment; give me die burnadefl^ my good 
youth, and who can say what nose they may be* 
stride in two'yeaxB henoe. Otur reverend brother 
of GHouoester waxes in years.^ He then pulled 
out his purse, paid £br the spectacles, and left 
the shop with even a more important step than 
that which bad paused to enter it 

<< For shame/ said Tunstall to his oompa- 
nion ; '< these glasses will never suit one of his 
years.^ 

'< You are a fool, Fraok,^ said Ymoent in re* 
ply ; ^* had the good doctor wished glasses to 
read with, he would have tried then} before buy*- 
iag. He does not want to look through them 
hiins^, andthese will serve the purpose of being 
looked at by other folks, as well as the best mag- 
nifiers in the shop**-— What d^ye lack ?^ he cried, 
. resuming his solicitations. ^' Mirrors for your 
toilette, my ptetty madam; yom* head-gear is 
something awry— ^ Uy, since it is so well fan- 
di^^ The woman stopped and bought a nuT'- 
ror.— ." What d'ye lack ? — a watch, Master Seiv 
jeant— a watch that will go as steady and true as 
your own eloquence ?" 
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<' Hold your peace, nr,^ answered the Knight 
of the Coif, who was disturbed by Vin'*s address 
whilst in deep consultation with an eminent at- 
torney ; <^ hold your peace 1 You are the loudest- 
tongued varlet betwixt the DeviTs Tayem and 
Guildhall.'* 
<'A watch,'* rdterated the undaunted Jen- 

" kin, ^^ that shall not lose thirteen minutes in a 
thirteen years'* law-suit. — ^He's out of hearing— 

'A watch with four wheels and a bar-movement-^ 
a watch that shall tell you, Master Poet, how long 

' the patience of the audience will endure your next 
piece at the Black Bull.** The bard laughed, and 
fumbled in the pocket of his slops till he chased 
into a comer, ^md fairly caught, a small pece of 
coin* 

^' Here is a tester to cherish thy wit, good 
boy,** he sud. 

" Gramefcy,'* said Vin ; ** at the next play of 
yours I will bring down a set of roaring boys 
that shall make all the critics in the pit, and the 
gallants on the stage, civil, or else the curtain 
shall smoke for it.** 
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" Now, that I call mean,"^ said Tunstall, ^ to 
take the poor rhymer^s money, who has so little 
left behind.^ 

^* You are an owl, once again,**^ saM Vincent; 
^* if he has nothing left to buy chease and ra- 
dishes, he will only dine a day the sooner with 
some patron or some player, for that is his fate 
five days out of the seven. It is unnatural that a 
poet should pay for his own pot of beer; I wiU 
drink his tester for him, to save him from such 
shame ; and when his third night comes roimd, 
he shall have pennyworths for his coin, I pro- 
mise you. — ^But hexe comes another guess-cus- 
tomer. Look at that strange fellow— see how he 
gapes at every shop, as if he would swallow the 
wares.-^0 ! Saint Dunstan has caught his eye; 
pray God he swallow not the images. See how he 
stands astonished, as old Adam and Eve ply their 
ding-dong i Come, Frank, thou art a scholar; 
construe me that same fellow, with his Uue cap 
with a cock's feather in it, to shew he's of gentle 
blood, Grod wot— his grey eyes, his yellow hair, 
his sword with a ton of iron in the handle— I4s 
grey thread-bare clQak<r-his step like a French- 
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ipaft--4ii|r look li^e a $paDi«rd-<-A bpok at hia 
l^lp, and a broac} dudgeoiwlagger on the other 
side, to shew him half-pedant, half*bully. How 
call ypi| th^t pageant, Frank P^ 

« A raw Scotsman,^ said Tunstall ; ^^ just 
comip up, I suppose, to help the rest pf his coon- 
trymen to gnaw old £nglan4''s bop^ ; i| pahueti* 
worm, I reqkon, to deyo^r wh^t the locust has 
qpiure^.^ 

" IJv^ sp, Frank,'' itnsw^ed Vipcept; " jual 
as the poet si^gs sweetly 9*^ 

In. Sfotlimd ha was ^rn «id bred» 
And, th<m^ a, beggar, most be fed." 

/' I$ush r «ud Tunstall, ^' remember our ma^ 

'^Pshaw r iinswered his mercurial companion ; 
^' he kpows on which u4e his bread if buttered,, 
and I warrant; you has not lived so lopg among 
* Englishipen, apd by Englidimen, to quarrel wi^h 
us for b^iqing an !plngliah mind. But see, our Scot 
bfUl doQQ g^zlQg f^t S^t Pun^taq's, and comes 
Q\)r w^y. By this light, a proper lad apd a sturdy, 
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a spte of freckles md sun-burning.— -He ooraes 
neai^ $till, I will have at him.^ 

<* And if you do/' said his comrade, " you 
V^^y g^t a broken .head— -be looks not as if he 
would carry coals.*" 

^^ A Gg for your threat^"^ said Vincent, and in- 
stantly addressed the stranger. ^ Buy a watch,, 
most noble northern Thane— buy a watch, to 
count the hours of plenty ^ce the blessed mo- 
mept you left Berwick behind you^^^Boy bar- 
nacles, to see the English gold lies ready for your 
gripe.— Buy what you will, you shall have credit 
for three days ; for, were your pockets as bare 
as Father Fergus's, you are a Scot in London, 
and you will be stocked in that time."" The 
stran^r looked sternly at the waggish appren- 
tice, and seemed to grasp his eudgel in rather a 
menacing fashion. '< Buy physic,** said the un- 
daunted Vincent, *^ if you will buy neither time 
nor ligbtt— physic §at a proud stomach, sir; — 
there is a Apothecary's shop on the other side of 
the way." 

Here the probationary disciple of Galen, who 
stood at bis master^s door in his flat cap and can- 
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yas sleeves^ with a large wooden pestle in his hand^ 
took up the ball which w^ flung to him bj Jen- 
kin, with, " What d'ye lack, sir ? — Buy a choice 
Caledoaian salve, Flos stdjphvr. cum butyro guomi* 

^* To be taken after a gentle rubbing-down 
^th an English oaken towel,^ said Vincent. 

Thte bonny Scot had given full scope to the 
"play of this small artillery of city wit, by halting 
bis stately pace, and viewing grimly, first the 
one assailant, and then the other, as if menadng 
dither repartee, or more violent revenge. But 
phlegm or prudence got the better of his indig- 
nadon, and tossing his head as one who valued 
not the raiUery to which he had been exposed, 
he walked down Fleet Street, pursued by the 
horserlaugh of his tormentors. 

" The Scot will not fight till he sees his own 
blood/' 8ai4 Tunstidl, whom his north of Eng- 
land extraction had made familiar with all man- 
ner of proverbs against those who lay yet farther 
north than himself. 

<' Faith, I know not,'' 3aid Jenkin ; << he looks 
dangerous that fellow-*-he will hit some one over 
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the noddle before he goes far. Hark !--hafk ! 
—they are rising.^ 

Accordingly, the well-known cry of, *^ Tren- 
tices — ^^prentices — Clubs — clubs !*" nowrang along 
Fleet Street ; and Jenkin, snatching up his wea- 
pon, which lay beneath the counter ready at the 
shghtest notice, and calling to Tunstall to take 
his bat and follow, leaped over the hatdi-door 
which protected the outer shop, and ran as fast 
as he could towards the affray, echoing the cry 
as he ran, ' and elbowing, or shoving aside, 
whomsoever stood in his way. fiis comrade, 
first calling to his master to give an eye to the 
shop, followed Jenkin^s example, and ran after 
him as fast as he could, but with more attention 
to the safety and convenience of others ; while 
old David Ramsay, with hands and eyes uplift- 
ed, a green apron before him, and a glass which 
he had been poUshing thrust into his bosom, 
came forth to look after the safety of his goods 
and chattels, knowing, by old experience, that 
when the cry of ** Clubs'' once arose, he would 
have little aid on the part of his apprentices. 
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CHAPTER II. 

This, or, is one among llie Seignory, 
Hm weaUi tt will, anA will to use bis wealth. 
And wit to encrea«e it. Marry, his wotBt folly 
Lies in a thriftless sort of charity. 
That gees a gadding sometimes after olucGti, 
Which wise men wUl not see when thznst upon them. 

The Old Coupk. 



The andent gentleman bustled about bis shop 
in pettish displeasure, at being summoned hidier 
so hastily, to the interruption of his mare abstract 
studies ; and, unwilling to renounce the train of 
calculation which he had put in progress he 
mingled whimucally with the finigments of the 
arithmetical operation, his oratorj to the passenH 
*g^s, and angry reflections on his idle appre&tiees. 
^^ What d'ye lack, sir ? Madam, wb^t d'^ye lack 
—^-clocks for hall or table-*-night.watche»-<— day- 
watches? — Locking wheel being 48^^^ jpawerqf 
retort^ 8^the striking pins are 48— What d'ye 
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lack, boDonred sir i^^The quotient — the multipli^ 
rand— -That the knares should have gone out at 
this blessed minute !— -^ acceleration being at the 
raU ofB nmmiesy 55 seconds, Biihirdf^B&^^rths 
—I will switch them both when they come back-* 
I will, bj the bones of the hnmortal Napier T 

Here the vexed philosopher was interrupted 
by the entrance of a grave dtizen of a most re*- 
spectable appearance, who> sakitiog him fimiiliar- 
ly by the name of *^ Davie, my old acquaintance,^ 
demanded what bad put him so much out of 
sorts, and gave him at the same time ff-cordial 
gra^ of his baml. 

The strangerV dress was, though grave, ra^- 
timr richer thaa usual. His paned hose were 
of black velvet, lined with purple silk, which 
garniture appeared at the slashes. His dou- 
blet was of purple cloth, and his short cloak of 
black velvet to correspond with his hose ; and 
bodi were adoened with a great number of small 
silver buttons richly wrought in filigree. A 
tri^ dbani of gold hung round his neck ; add in 
place of a sword or dagger, he wore at his belt 
an or£nary knife for the purpose of the table. 
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with a sniidl alver case, which appeared to con- 
tain writing materials. He might have seemed 
some secretary or derk engaged in the service of 
the pubUc^ only that his low, flat, and unadorned 
cap, and his well-blacked shining shoes, indicated 
that he belonged to the city. He was a well-made 
man, about the middle aze^ and seemed firm ia 
health though ad^taced in years. His looks ex^. 
pressed sagacity and good humour ; and the air 
of respectability which hia dress announced was 
well suj^xted by his dear eye, ruddy cheek, 
and gny hair. He used the Scottish idiom in 
his first address, but in such a manner that it 
could hardly be distinguished whether he was 
pasmng upon his firiend a sort of jocose mockery, 
or whether It wa^ his own nadve dialect, for his 
ordinary discourse had little provinrialism. 

In answer to the queries of his respectable 
friend, Ramsay groaned heavily, answering by 
echoing back the questi<xi, ^^ What ails me^ Mas- 
ter George ? Why, everything ails me ! I pro- 
fess to you that a man may as well live in Fairy- 
land as in the Ward of Faringdon*With<nit; 
My apprentices are turned into mere gohlini 
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they appear and disappear like spunkies, and 
haye no more regularity in them than a watch 
without a scapement. If there is a ball to be 
tossed up, •tiff a bullock to be driven mad, or a 
quean to be docked lor scoldings or a head to be 
l^roktti, Jenkin is sure to be at the one end or 
the other of it, and then at^ay skips Francis Tua- 
stall for oon^any. # I think" the prize-fighters, 
bearwleadeis, and mountebanks, are in a league 
against nxe, mj dear friend, and that they pass 
my house ten times for any other in the city 
Here^s an Il^an fcUow come over too, that they 
call Punchinello ; and, all together "" 

<< Well,^ interrupted Master George, <^ Wt 
what is all this to the present case ?^ 

*' Why,^ replied Bamsay^ ** here has been a 
cry of thieves or murder^ (I hqpe that will prove 
the least of it amongst these English pock-pud- 
ding swine !) and I have been interrupt^ in the 
deepest calculation ever mortal man plui^ed into, 
Ma^t^r George.^ 

" What, man T replied Master George, " you 
must take patience-»-You are a man that deals 
in time^ and can mak^ it go fast and slow at plea- 
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gave ; you, of all tli^ world, litve least reaaoDc to 
complain if a littk of it be lost now and tben. But 
faere coi»e your fooyi^ a&d bringing in a slain man 
betwixt them, I think-^^h^ipe has been semusmk^ 
chief, I am afratd."" 

<< The moie misc&ief the bett^sport,^ said tlid 
crabbed old wal^iaaken << I ans blithe, thoagh, 
that it^s neither of the twa loons themselves.— » 
What are ye bringing a corpse here for, jre fkase 
TtUaitts?^ he added, addressing tibe two appren^ 
tioes, whoy at the head of a considerable m4>b of 
tbar own dassy some cf whom bore mdait marks 
of a recent fray, were cftnyii^ the body betwist 
them* • 

He is not dead yet, sir,^ answered TonstaH. 
Garryhim into the apot&ecary^sthen,'* replied 
hismast^. <^D^ye think lean seta nKa^^slilfa^ia 
motienagaiti,asif he were adoekor fttim^fiecer^ 

^< Forgbdaaket old friend^* said his SK^quaiai^ 
anee, *^ lilt us have him hsste at ^e Beares^-^he 
seems only in a swoon*^ 

*< A swoon 7^ said Bamsay, ^< nd what busi- 
ness had he to swoon in the seieels ? Orijr,ifi» 
will oUige my friend Master Oec^^, I would 
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iake in all the dead men in St DuUsttfi^s parish. 
Call Sam Porter to look after the ahop.^ 

So saying, the stunned man, beiBg the identi*. 
cal Scotsman who had passed a short time before 
amidst the jeers of the apprentices, was carried 
into the bade shop of the artist, and there placed 
in an armed chair till the apothecary from over 
the way came to his assistance. This gentleman, 
as sometimes happens to those of tlie learned pro- 
iinsioBs, had rather more lore than knowledge, 
and began to talk of the sinciput and occiput, 
and cerebrum and cerebellum, until he exhaust* 
^ David Ramsay^s brief stock of patience. * . 

^< Bell-um ! bell-dl-um !^ he repeated, with great 
iafignafcion ; ^^ What signify all the bells in L<m- 
don, if you do not put a plaister on the chield^s 
crown?'' 

Master Creorge, with better directed aeal,asked 
the apodieoary whelther bleeding might not be 
useful ; when, after hvmming and having for a 
moment, and being unable, upon the spur of the 
occasion, to suggasit anything dae, the man of 
pharmacy observed, tlat it would, at all events, 
asliava the bndn or eei»brum^ in case there was a 
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tendcncj to the depositation of any extravasated 
blood, to operate as a pr^ure upoo that delicate 
• organ. Fortunately he was adequate to perfc»in- 
ing this dperaxioB ; and, being pow^uUy aided 
by Jenkin Vincent, (who was learned in all cases 
pf broken head,) with plenty of cold water, and a 
little vinegar, applied according to the sdentific 
method practised by the bottle-holders in a mo-* 
dern ring, the man began to raise himself on bis 
chair, draw his cloak tightly axound him, and 
look about hke one who strugglea to recover, 
sense and recollection. 

*^ He had better lie down on the bed. in the 
little back doset,'^ said Mr Ramsay^s Ti»tor, who 
seemed perfectly familiar with the aeconunoda^ 
tions which the house afforded. 

^* He is welcome to my share of the truckle,^ 
said Jenkin', — for in the said back closet were the 
two apprentices accommodated in cme truckle^ 
bed, — *^ I can sleep under the counter«^ ; . 

/' So can I,^ said Tunstall, << and the poor feL 
low can have the bed all night^ 

" Sleep,^ said the apothecary, " is, in the o|m^ 
nion of Galen, a restorative and fefaiifugey andia 
most naturally taken in a truckle-bed.'^ 
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" Where a better* cannot be come by — ^ said 
Master George ; ^ but these are two honest lads, 
to give up their beds so willingly. Come, off 
with his cloak, and let us bear him to his cauch— 
I will send for Dr Irving the kirfg^s chirurgeon— 
he does not lire far off, and that shall be my share 
of the Samaritan^'s duty, neighbour Ramsay.^* 

*' Well, sir,^ said the apothecary, *< it is at 
your pleasure to send for other advice, and I 
shaU not object'to consult with Dr Irving or any 
other medical person of skill, neither to continue 
to furnish such drugs as may be needful from 
my pharmacopeia. However, whatever Dr Ir- 
vine, who, I think, hath had his degrees in Edin 
bilrg^, or Dr Any-one-beside, be he Scottish or 
English, may say to the contrary, sleep, taken 
timeously, is a febrifuge or sedative, and also a 
Restorative.^ 

He muttered a few more learned words, and 
concluded by informmg Ramsay^s fHend in Eng- 
lish far more intelli^ble than his Latin, that he 
would look to him as his paymaster, for medi- 
cines, care, and atto^ance, furnished, or to bt 
furnished, to this party unknown. 
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Master George only replied by desiring Mm to 
said bis bill for what he bad already to charge, 
and to gire himself no farther trouble unless he 

r _ « 

heard from him. The pharmaicopolist, who, from 
disooyeries made by the cloak falling a litde aside^ 
had no great opinion of the faculty of this chance 
patient tomakereimbursement,bad no sooner seen 
his case espoused by a substantial dtizen, than he 
diewed some reluctance to quit possession of the 
case, and it required a diort and* stern hint from 
MaHter Geoige, which, with all his good humour^ 
be was ciqpable of expressing when occiisioii ser<« 
yed, to send to his own dwelling this Esculapius 
of Temple Bar. 

When they were rid ol Mr Raredrench, the 
dbaritable efforts of Jenkin and Francis^ to di« 
rest the patient oi his long grey doak, were firmly ^ 
resisted on hb own part. — ^ My life suner— my 
life suner,^ he muttered in indistinct murmurs. In 
these efforts to retain his upper garment, which 
was too tender to resist much handling,it gave way 
at length with a loud rent, whidi almost threw the 
patient into a second qmoope, and he sate before 
them in his under garments, the loqped imd re- . 
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paired wretchednesa of which moved at once pitj 
and laughter, and had certainly been the cause 
of his unwillingness to resign the mantle, which^ 
like the virtue of diarity , served to cover so many 
imperfections. 

The man himself cast his eyes on his poverty- 
struck garb, and seemed so much ashamed of the 
disclosure, that, muttering between his teeth, that 
he would be too late for an appmntment, he made 
$ak effoft to rise and leave the shop, which was 
easily prevented by Jenkin Vincent and his com- 
rade, who, at the nod of Master George, Imd 
|idd <^ and detained him in his chair. The 
patient next looked round him for a moment, 
and then said faintly in his broad northern lan- 
guages*^ What sort of usage ca'^ ye this, gen- 
tlemen, to a stranger and a sojourner in your 
town? Ye hae broken my head — ^ye hae riven 
my doak, and now ye areibr restraimng my per- 
sonal liberty ! They were wiser than me,** he said, 
after a moment^s pause, *^ that counselled me to 
wear my warst claithing in the streets of London ; 
and if I oould have gpt any things worse than 
these mean garments,^^ — Q^ Which would have 
been very difficult,^ said Jin Vin, in a whisper 
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to Im oomfMUiioiiy) *' thej would have been e'en 
ower guid for the grips o"* men sae little aequ^t- 
ed with the laws of honest civiUty.^ 

** To say the trutb,^ said Jeokin^ unaUe to 
forbear any longer, although the disdiiiiiie c^ihe 
times prescribed to those in his stuation a degree 
of respectful distance and humility in the presence 
of parents, masters, or seniors, of which the pre- 
aent age has no idea«— '^ To say truth, tbe good 
geaUeman^sclothes look as if th^y would not brook 
much handling.^ 

<^ Hold your peace, young man,^ said Utisb&r 
.George, with a tcme of authority; *^ never mock 
the stranger, or the poor-^the bku:k ox has not 
. trode on your foot yet— you know not what lands 
you may travel in, or what clothes you may wear^ 
.before you die.*^ 

Vincent held down his head and stood rebuked, 
but the stxanger did notacc^ theapokigy which 
was made for him« 

^^ lama, stranger, rir,^ said he, ^* that is cer- 
tain ; though methinks, that bdng such^ I have 
been somewhat familiarly treated in this town of 
yours ;— but as for ray being poor, I think I need 
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not be diarged wkh poverty^ till I wek aiUer of 
. ■osMbody.'^ 

'^ The dear country all over,^ awd Master 
'"Greorge in a whisper to David Ramsay, *^ pride 
and poverty."^ 

Bu4 David had taken out his tablets and sUrer 
pen» and, deeply immersed in calculations, in 
which be rambled over all the terms of arithme- 
xlic, fmm Ihe ^mple unit to millicHis, Inllions, and 
•tcUKoMy neither beard nor answered the observa- 
tion of his friend, who, seeing his abstraction, 
turned again to the Scot i 

„ '^ I faney now, Jo<^ey, if a stranger were to 
offer you a noble, you would chuck it back $i his 
jMUdr 

''Not if I eould do him honest service for it, 
sir,^ sud the Soot ; '' I am willing to do what 
I 9»y to he useful, though I come of an honour- 
able house, and maybe said to be ia a Scnrt in- 
differently weel provided fon^ 
: *^ Ay r said the interrogator, '' and what house 
may daim the bcmour of your descent?^ 

" An ancient eoat belongs to it, as the play 
says,^ whispered Vincent to his companion* 

'^ Come, Jockey, out with it,"" continued Master 
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GwM^y obtervtag that die Soot, «s usual 
countrymen, when asked a blunt, strsigfat-for- 
vmfd question, teok a little time before answer- 
ing it' 

** I am no more Jockey, sir, than you are John,^ 
said the stranger, as if cyffended at bong address- 
ed by a name, whidi at that time was oied, as 
Sawney now is^ f or a general appetlatire of the 
Scottish nation. ^* My name, if you must know 
k, is Richie Moniplies ; and I ecMne of the old 
and honourable house of Castle CoUop, weri 
kenn'd at the West Port of Edinburgh.** 

** What is that you call die West Fbrt?** pro- 
ceeded the kiteitogator. 

'' Why, an it like your honour,^ said Ridiie^ 
whonowhwring reoovtMd his senses suffidontly to 
obiwrre the lespeotaUaexteariorofMast^ George 
threw UKMPe civ^y into his manner tban at first, 
^^ the West Port is agate of our dty^ as yonder 
brick arches at Whitehall form ^ke entraace of 
tber KingVr pdace here, only that the West Port 
is of stonem w^ork, and mair deoorated with ar« 
chitectfkre and liie policy of faiggii^g.^ 

** Nouns, man, the Whitehall gateways were 
planned by the great HMbein,^ answered Master 
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George, *<'I suspect your aocideDt has jumbkd 
your brains, my good frioid. I suppose you 
vdll tell mc next, you have at Edinburgh as fine a 
navigable river as the Thames, with all its ship- 
ping;' 

<^ The Thames T exclaimed Richie, in atone 
of inefikUe oontempt-*-*^ Grod bless your honour's 
judgment, we have at Edinburgh the Water*of- 
Leith and the Nor4och t'' 

< <* And the Pow-Bum, and the Quarry.holes, 
and the Gkisedub, fause loun,'' answered Master 
George, speaking Scotch with a strong and na- 
tural emphasis ; *< it is such lancLloupeis as you 
that, with your falset and fair fashions^ bring re- 
proaeb on our wbok country.'* 

'< Gtod for^ me, rir," said Richie, mudi sur- 
prised at finding the supposed southern convert- 
ed, into a native Soot, ^^ I took your honour for 
an Engliflber ! But I hope there was naethiiig 
wrang in standing up for ane's ain country's ere- 
'dkin a strange land, where all men cry her down." 

^ Bo you call it for your country's credit, to 
shew that she has a lying puffing rascal for one of 
her children ?" said Master Georga *' But come, 
man, never lock grave on it,-^-4w you have found 
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a countryman, so you have found a tnend if you 
deserve one-^and t^iecially if you answer me 
truly.'' 

. << I see nae gude it wad do me to qieak ought 
else but truth,'' said the worthy North BritM. 

*' Well then-— to begin," said Master GecM-ge, 
. ** I suspect you are a son of old Mungof Moni- 
plies, die flesher, at the West-Port" 

<< Your honour is a witflb, I think," sakl 
Richie^ grinnii^; • • 

** And how datied you, nr, to uphold htm for 
a noble ?" 

<< I dinna ken, sir," said Richie, scratdiing 
his head ; << I hear mickle of an Earl of War- 
wick in these southetn partsy->-€ruy I thiak Ua 
name was,— Hind he had great reputation here for 
. slaying dun cows, and boars, and such like ; and I 
am sure my father has killed more cows and boars, 
not to mention bulls, calves, sheep, ewes, lambs, 
and pgs, than the hail Baronage of England*'* 

** 60 to ! you are a s)tfawid knave," said 

Master Greorge ; ^^ charm your tongue^ and take 

* care of saucy answers. Your father was an bo- 

nest burgher, and the deacon of his craft : I am 

sorry to sec his son in so poor a coat." 
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• ^* ladiffeieat, sir,^ said Richie Mooipliesi look- 
iBg dowo on his garments— ^^^ very tndifl&treni ; 
but it is the wonted livery of poor burghers! sens 
in our country— one of Luckie WanCs bestowing 
upon us— rest us patient The King^s leaving 
Scotland has taken all custom frae Edinburgh ; 
and there is hay made at the Cross, and a dainty 
crop of fouats in the Grass-market Th^re is as 
much grosa grows where ray father^s stall stood^ 
ns might have been a good bite for the beasts he 
was used to kilL^ 

^^ It is even too true,^ said Master Geocge ; 
^^ and while we make fortunes horep our old 
neighbours and their families are starving at 
home* This should be thought upon oftenar^F— 
And how came you by that broken bead> Bichie ? 
— *tell me, honestly*^ 

*^ Troth, sir, Tse no lee about the matter,^ an- 
swered Moniplies. ** I was oommg alang the street 
here, and ilk ane was at me with their jests and 
i^uery. So I thought tomysel],ye are owermony 
tar me to mell with ; but let me catch ye in Bar- 
ford's Park, or at the fit of the Vennel, I coukl 
gar 9omc of ye siog another sang, gae ae auld 
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hirpling deevil of a potter beboved just to step in 
my vay and offer me a pig, as be said, j ust to pu t 
my Sootdi dintment in^ and I gave bim a push, 
as but natural, and the tottering deevil couped 
ower amang bis ain pigs, and damaged a xdte 
oi them. And then the reird raise, and hadna 
these twa gentlemen helped me out of it, mur« 
deied I suld bae been, without remeid. And as 
it was, just when they got baud of my arm te 
hare me out of the fray, I got the lick that 
donnerit me from a left-handed lighter-man.^ 

Master Gemge looked to the apprentices as if 
tO'demand the truth of this story. 

^* It is just as he says, sir,** replied Jenkin ; 
^ only I heard nothing about pgs. — The people 
said he had broke some crockery, and that — I b^ 
pardon, sir — nobody could thriye within the ken- 
aiag of a Scot.^ 

** Welly no matter what they sidd, you were 
an honest fellow to help the weaker side— ^nd 
you, mrafa,* continued Marter George, address- 
ifi^ bis GQuntrjrman, ^ will call at my house to- 
morrow morning, agreeable to this direction.^ 

^^ I will wait upon your honour,^ said tbe 
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Soot, bowing very low ; ^* that is, if my hmioinu 
able master will permit me.^ 

« Thy master ?"* said George,—" Hast thou 
any other master save Want, whose liyery you 
say you wear ?^ 

- " Troth, in one sense, if it please your honour, 
I serve twa masters,*" said Richie ; "for both my 
master and me are slaves to that same beldame, 
whom we thoi:^ht to shew our heek to by-ooming 
off from Scotland. So that you see, sir, I hold in 
a sort of black ward tenure, as we call it in our 
country, being the servant of a servanL** 

" And what is your master^s iiame?^ said 
George; Und observing that Richie hesitated, 
he added, " Nay, do not tdl me, if it is a ae-i 
cret." '^ 

^^ A secret that there is little use in keeping,^ 
said Richie ; " only ye ken that our northern sto- 
machs are ower proud to call in witnesses to our 
distress* Nothatmymasterisinmairthanpif^sent 
pinch, mr,^ he added, looking towards the two 
English apprendces, " having a large sAm in the 
Royal Treasiu*y-«that is,^ he eontitiued^ in a 
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wbi^r to Master Geoi^,-^" the King is owing 
him a lot of siller ; but ifs ill getting at it it^s 
like. — My master is the young Lord Glenvar- 
lech."* 

Master George testified surprise at the name.—* 
<^ You one of the young Lord Glenvarloch^s foU 
lowers, and in .such a condition !^ 

*^ Troth, and I am all the foUowers he has, for 
the present that is ; and blithe wad I be if he 
were muckle better aff dran I am, though I were 
to bide as I am/^ 

<^ I have seen bis fath^ with four gBitIemei» 
and ten ladiey s at his heels,^ said Master George, 
<< rustling in their laces and velirets. WeU» this 
is a changeful world, but there, is a better beyond 
it.— *>The good old house of Glenvarloch, that 
stood by king and country five hundred years P 
> ^^ Your honour may say a thousand,^ said the 
follower. 

'< I will say what I know to be true, friend,^ 
said the eidzen, ^^ and not a word more.r— You 
seem well recovered now, can you walk P^ 

** Bravely, sir," said Richie ; . " it was but a 
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bit clover. I was bred at the West Port- and my 
cantle will stand a cldur wad bring a stot doFwn.^ 

•* Where does your master lodge ?** 

" We pit up, an it like your honour,** replied 
the Soot, ** in a sola* bouse at the fit of ane of the 
wynds that gang down to the Watermdc, with ^ 
decent man, John Christie, a ship-chandler, as 
theycaY His father came from Dundee. Iwotna 
the name of the wynd, but it^s right anent the 
mickle kirk yonder; and your honour will mind 
that we pass only by our family-name of simple 
Mr Nigel Olifaunt, as keeping ourselves retired 
for the pi'esent, though in Scotland we be called 
the Lord Nigel." 

** It is wisely done of your master," said the 
citizen. ** I' will find out your lodgings, though 
your direction be none of the clearest.'* So say-^ 
ing, and slipping a jNece of money at the same 
time into Richie Moniplies^s hand^ he bid him 
hasten home, and get into no more affrays. 

<^ I will take care of that now, sir," said Richie, 
with a look of importance, ^* having a charge 
about me. And so, wusang ye a* weel, with spe- 
cial thanks to these twa young gentlemen- 
is 
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<^ I am no gentleman,^ said Jenkin, fluiging his 
cap oD his head.— ->' I am a tight London *pren- 
tice, and hope to be a freeman one day. Frank 
inay write himself gentleman, if he will.^ 

^* I was a gentleman once,^ said Tunstall, 
^' and I hope I have done nothing to lose the 
name of one.^ 

*^ Weel, weel, as ye list,^ said Richie Afoni* 
plies ; ^^ but I am muckle beholden to ye baith 
—-and I am not a hair the less like to bear it in 
mind that I say but little about it just now*-— 
Gude night to you, my kind countryman.** So 
saying, he thrust out of the sleeve <^ his ragged 
doublet a long bony hand and arm, on which the 
muscles rose like whip-cord. 

Master George shook it heartily, whUe J^ikin 
and Frank exchanged Ay looks with eadi other. 
Richie Moniplies would n^Lt have addressed his 
thanks to the master of the shop, but seeing him* 
as he afterwards said, ^ scribblmg on his bit 
bookie as if he wei^ d^oented,** he contented his 
politeness widi ^^ giving him a hat,** and so left the 
shop. 

9 
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^ Nofw thore goes Sootcb Jockey, i«ith all his 
bad and good about him,'' said Master GeoKgt 
to Master Darid, whosu^wnded, though unwil- 
lingly, the calculations with which he was eogk* 
ged, and, keeping his pea within an inch of Ae 
tablets, gazed on hisfnend with great lack4ustCB 
eyes, which expressed any tJuog xather than in- 
telligenoe or interest in the disooarse addressed to 
him. <^ lliat fellow,^ iNKiceeded Master Greoi]g|e, 
wilhoiit heeding his friend's stafce lof afastrwtion, 
^ shews, with great h^dyoiess of oolooring, how 
our Scotch pride and poverty makes Jiaxv and 
braggarts of us I and yet the knare, whose every 
third word to an Englishman is a boastful lie^ 
wiU, I warrant yon, be a true and tender friend 
and follower to Ins master, and has perhiqps parted 
with his mande tn Un in die eold blast, Although 
he walked hiBBMelf in cuerpoj as the Don sayt. 
Strange, thateouingeand fidelity— -for I wiU war- 
rant that theknaveis stout— dbonld htteeao better 
companipqs than this swaggmng biniggadochk> 
humoar. But you marie: me not, ftiend Davie."^ 

<' I do*-I do, most heedfuUy,"* said Datie; 
" for as the sun. goeth round die dial^irte in 

VOL. I. t 
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twenty-four hours, add tot the moon fifty imnntes 
and a half ^ 

<< You are in the seventh heavais^ man,^ said 
bis (xnapamon. 

*• I crave your pardon,^ replied Divie ; " let 
the wheel A go round in twen^^four hours — I 
have it— and the wheel B in twenty-four hours, 
fifty minutes and a half — ^fifty.43even being to 
fifty-four as flfty-mne to twenty-four hours fifty 
minutes and a half^ or very nearly, — I crave yoin* 
forgiv^iess^ Master George, and heartily wish 
you good-«venv^ 

" Gkx)d-even ?" said Master Geoige ; " why, 
you have not wished me good-day yet. Corner 
old friend, lay by these tablets, or you will craek 
the inner machinery of your skull, as our friend 
yonder has got the outer case of his damaged. — 
Good-night, quotha ! . I mean not to part with 
you so easily; I came to get my four-hour*s 
nuncheon from you, man, besides a tune on the 
lute from my god--daughter, Mrs Marget^ 

'^ Good faith ! I was abstracted. Master Georgfe 
^-but you know me— whenever I get amcnigst 
the wheels,*"— said Mr Ramsay, " why. 
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«' Lucky that yod deal in small ones,^ said his 
friend, as, awakened traai his rereries and cidcu- 
lations, Ramiay led the way up a little back- 
stair to the first story, occajned by his daughter 
and his little household. 

The a{q>r^tices resumed thar places in the 
front shc^, and relieved Sam Porter, when J»i- 
kin said to Tunstall'— -^^ Didst see, Frank, how 
the old goldsmith cottoned in with his beggarly 
oountrj^an? when would one of his having 
have shaken hands so courteously with a poor 
Englishman ? Well, 111 say that for the best 
of the Scots, that they will go over head and ears 
to serve a countryman, when they will not wet a 
nail' of their finger to save a Southron, as they 
call us^ from drowning. And yet Master George 
is but half-bred Scot neither in that respect ; for 
I have known him do many a kind thing to the 
English too.'' 

« But hark ye, Jenkra," said Tunstall, « I 
think you are but half-bred English yourself;— 
how came you to strike on the Scotsman'^s side 
after all T 
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Why, yoB did «o lo6,^ answered ViAcent. 

^ Ay 5 beciiufle I u^ yom begin ; and, besides^ 
it is no Cumteilaaod fadiion to Mk fifly upo* 
one,^ repfied Tunstall. 

'^ And no Christ-Church fidbion neither,^ Said 
Jenldn. ^ Faur play and lold £nglaiid for eVer. 
Bendes^ to tell you a seeret, his Toioe had a 
twabg in itF-4B the dialect I meaa-«*<lremilided 
Hie of a litde tongue which I think sweetep^^ 
vireeter dian the last toll of St Dunsttto^s will 
Bomdy M the day that I am shot of my inden* 
tmres^n^^ha t^^^ou guess who I mean, Frank f 

<<Ndtti indeed,'' staweredTittEftalL ^< Scotch 
Janet, I supfxiise, the laundress.^ 

^ OS widi Janet in har own buekkig badcet ! 
—-Ho, no^ no !-^You blind bu£sard,'-^o you 
not know I meab pretty Mrs Maiget !^ 

** Umph r answered Tunstall, drily. 

A flash of anger, not nnmingled with mispi- 
don, shot from Jenkin^s keen black eyes. 

<^ tJmph I^^and what signifies umph ? I am 
not the fitst Yi*c^<^ h^ married his master^ 
daughter, I think ?** 
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They kept their own Becret, I fiiney^^ said 
Tunstall, ^^ at least till they w^re out of their 
time.'* 

*' I tell you what it is, Frank,'* answered Jen- 
kin, sharply, ^^ that may be the fashion of you 
gentle-folks that aie tAight from your Inggen to 
carry two faces under the same hood, but it shall 
never be mine." 

^ There are the stairs then,*^ said Tunstall, 
coolly ; *' go up and ask Mrs Marget of our 
master just now, and see what sort of a face he 
will wear under hi$ hood.** 

<< No, I wonnol,'' answeted. Jenkin ; ^' I am 
not such a fool aa that neither ) but I will take 
my o«mtime, and all the Qmnts in Gumba<land 
shall not out my comb, and this is that whic^ you 
may depend upon.'* 

Francis mado no reply ; and they resumed 
their usual attention to the buiftiiiess of the shop, 
and thdr usual solidtations to the passengers. 
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CHAPTER III. 



BobadiL I pray you possess no gallaat of your acquaintitiice 
with a knowledge of my lodging. 
Matter Matthew. Who, I, sir ? — Lord, sir ! 

BSXJOKSOV* 



The next morning found Nigel Olifaunt, the 
young Lord of Glenrarlodby seated, sad and soli- 
taiy, in his littk apartment in the mansion of John 
Christie, the ship^^himdler, whidt that honest 
tradesman, in gratitude perhaps to the profesmn 
from which he derived his chief support, seemed 
to have constructed as nearly as possible upon 
the plan of a ship's cabin. 

It was atuated near to PauPs Wharf, at the 
end of one of those intricate and narrow lanes, 
which, until that part of the city was swept away 
by the great fire in 1666, constituted an extra- 
ordinary labyrinth of small, dark, damp, and un- 
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wholesome streets and aUeys^ in one corner or 
other of which the pkgue was then as surely found 
lurking, as in the obscure comers of Constant!* 
nople in our own time. But John Christie'*s house 
looked out upoii the river, and had the advan- 
tage, therefore, of free anr^-f-rimpregnated, how- 
ever, with the odoriferous fumes of the articles 
in which the ship-chandler dealt, with the odour 
of pitch, and the natural scent of the ouze and 
dudge left by the reflux of the tide. 

Upon the whole, except that his dwelhog did 
not float with the flood-tide, and become strand- 
ed with the ebb, the young lord was nearly as 
comfortably accommodated as he was while on 
board the little trading brig from the long town 
of Kirkcaldy, in Fife, by which he had come 
a passenger to London. He received, however, 
every attention which could be paid him by 
his honest landlord, John Christie ; for Richie 
Moniplies had not thought it necessary to pre- 
serve hia master^s incogniiq so completely, but 
that the honest ship-chandler could form a 
guess that his guesCs quality was superior to 
his appearance. As for Dome Nell, bis wife, 
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ft rannd, buzooiy lafightei^Jcmiig^ dame^ with 
bhriL eyes^ & tight welUaoed boddioe, a green 
apron, and a red petdcoat edged with a sligfat 
sUTer lace, and judiciously shartened so as to 
fidiew that a diort heel, and a tight ckan ande^ 
lasted upon her well-burpished i^oe,— she, of 
eoorse, fek interest in. a young man, who, be- 
flideJEi being very handsmne, good-humoured, and 



afforded, was evidently dl a rank, as well as man- 
ners, highly superior to the skippers, (<nr Cap- 
IMTS, as they call themselves,) of merchant vea* 
sds^ who Mf&t the usual tatiants ctf the apartments 
which d)e let to hire ; and at whose departure 
she was sure to find her well-scrubbed floor scaled 
with the irelies of tobacco, (which, spite of Song 
Jumefs Counterblast, was then forcing itself in- 
to use,) and her best cinrtains impregnated widi 
die odour of Geneva and strong waters, to Dame 
Ndiy*^ great indignation ; for, as she truly said, 
die smell of the shop and warehouse was bad 
enough wi^iout these additions. 

But all Mr Olifaunt^s habits were regular 
and cleanly, and his address, though fraok and 
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siiBplie, shewed bo much of tbe courtier and 
gentleman, aa {otm&i a gurpng contraat with the 
loud halloo, coarse jests, and bdisterous impft- 
tience, of her marhime inmates. Dame Nelly 
saw that her guest was melancholy also, not. 
withstanding his effbrta to seem contented and 
cheerful ; and in shcnrt she took that sort of in- 
terest in him, without being herself aware of its 
extait, wikix an unsorupilous gallant might have 
been tempted to improve to the prejudice of 
honest John, who waa at least a score of years 
older than his helpmate. Olifaunt, however,, 
had not only other matters to think c^, but would 
have regarded such an intrigue, had the idea ever 
occurred to him, aa an abominable and ungrate- 
ful encroachment upon the laws of hospitality^ 
hi& leli^cm having, been by his late father formed 
upon the strict principles of the national faith, 
and his morally upon those of the moest honour* 
He bad not escaped the predominant weakness 
of his country, an overweening sense of the pride 
of Urth, and a dispositicm to value the worth and 
consequence of others according to the number 
and the fame ci th&r deceased ancestors ; but 



58 THS rORTUKES OF NIGEL. 

this pride of family was well subdued, and in ge- 
neral almost entirely concealed, by his good smse 
and general courtesy. 

Such as we have described him, Nigel Olifaunt, 
or rather the young Lord Glemrarloch, was, when 
our narrative takes him up, under great perfdex* 
ity req)ecting the fate of his trusty and only fid- 
lower. Richard Mcmiplies had been diqpatcbed 
by his young master, early in the preceding morn- 
ing, as fisff as the court at Westminster, but had 
not yet returned. His evening adventures the 
reader is already acquainted with, and so jGeir 
knows more of Richie than did his master, who 
had not heard of him for twenty*four hours. 
Dame Nelly Christie, in the meantime, regarded 
her guest with some anuety, and a great desire 
to comfort him if posable. She placed on the 
breakfast-table a noUe piece of cold powdered 
beef, with its usual guards of turnip and carrot, 
recommended her mustard as coming direct from 
her cousin at Tewksbury, and i^iced the toast 
with her own hands— and with her own hands^ 
also, drew a jug of stout and naj^y ale, all c^ 
which were elonents of the substantial breakfast 
of the period. 
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Whoi she saw that her guesfs anxiety prevent- 
ed him from doing justice to the good cheer which 
she set before him, she commenced her career of 
verbal consolation with the usual volubility of 
those women in her station, who, conscious of 
good looks, good intentions, and good lungs, en- 
tertain no fear either of wearying themselves or 
of fatiguing their auditors. 

" Now, what the good year ! are we to send you 
down to Scotland as thin as yoi; came up ? — I am 
sure it would be contrary to the course c^ nature. 
There was my good man?s father, old Sandie 
Christie, I have heard he vra3 an aton^iy when he 
came up from the N<»rth, and I am sure he died. 
Saint Barnaby was ten years, at twenty stone 
weight. I was a bare-headed girl at the time and 
lived in the neighbourhood, though I had little* 
thought of marrying John then, who had a score 
of years the better of me*—- but he is a thriving 
man and a kind hud)and-«-and his father, as I was 
saying, died as fat as a churchwarden. . Well, 
sir, but I hope I have not offended you for my 
' little joke— and I hope the ale is to your honoured 
liking,--^nd the beef— and the mustard ?'^ 
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** Att excellent— *«U too good^ aaswered Oli- 
finint ; ^^ you hare everj tUng so clean and tidy , 
dame, that I shall not know bow to live when I 
go baek to my own country— if ever I go back 
there."* 

This was added as it seemed inToluntaiily, and 
with a deep sigh. 

^^ I warrant your hcnour go back again if you 
like ity^ said the daine; ^^ unless you think rather 
of taking a pretty, well-dowered English lady, aa 
some of your country«>£[dka have done. I assure. 
yoUfSome of thebestof thecity haveraaniedScota- 
men. There was Lady Tteb^plumb, Sir Tho* 
mas Trebleplumb the great Turkey merchant's 
widow, married Sir Awley Macauley, whom 
your hcmour knows, doubtless; and pretty Mia* 
tress Doublefee, okl Serjeant Doublefee's ^ugb* 
ter, jumped out of window, and was married at 
May-fiur to a Scotsman with a hard name ; and 
old Pitchpost the tunber-merchanfs daughtera 
did little better, fbr they married two Irishmen; 
and when folks jeer me about having a Scotsman 
fbr lodger, meaning your honour, I tell than they 
are afraid of their daughters and tlmr mistresses ; 
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&nd mate I have a n^t to sumd Ibrtie Sootdi^ 
siiice John Chrifltit is half a SoolchnMn^ aod a thri- 
Ting man^ and a good husbMid, thoo^ thene U 
asooi^ of years between as ; and so I i^ould have 
your honour cast care away, and mend your 
breaikfffisrt ^th a ttersel and iel draught.^ 

<< At a word^ lay kind hostess, I cannot,^ said 
Olifaont ; ^< I a»n an:xioas about this knave of 
minei "v^ has been so long dbsent in tins dan- 
geitms town of yoisrs.^ 

It may be noticed in passing, that Dame 
NdUy'^^ ordinary mode of consolation was to dis» 
prove the existence of any cause for distress; 
and she is isaid to Imve canied this so £sa: as to 
comfort a neigfabom*, who had lost her husband^ 
with the assuraaoe t;hat the dear defunct would 
be better to-miorrow, which perhaps nidght not 
have proved an appropriate, even if it had been a 
poi^ible, mode of xelmS. Om this occaaon she 
^aied stdutly that Richie had been absent altf>. 
geth^r twenty hours ; and as for people being 
killed iii the streets of London, to be sure two 
men had been foimd in Tow«r-ditx:h last we^^ 
but that was far to the east, and the other poor 
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man that bad his throat cut in the fidds^ had met 
his mishap near by Islington ; and he that was 
stabbed bj the young Templar in a drunken 
frolic, by Saint Clement''s in the Strand, was an 
Iridiman. All which evidence Ae produced to 
shew that none of these casualties bad occurred 
in a case exactly parallel with that of Ridiie, a 
Scotsman and on his return from Westminster. 

^ My better comfort is, my good dalne,^ an« 
swered Olifauut, ^^ that the lad is no brawler or 
quarrelier, unless strongly urged, and that he 
has no diarge about him exclepting papers of scmie 
moment.^ 

*' Your lH)ii6ur speaks vary well,^ retorted the 
inexhaustible hostess, who protracted her taak 
of taking away, and putting to ri^ts, in order 
that she might prolong her gossip. *^ Til up* 
hold Master Moniplies to be neith^ reveller nor 
brawler, for if he liked such, things he might be 
vi»ling and junkelting with thej^oung f<^ about 
here in the neighbourhood, and he never dreams 
of it ; and when I asked the yom^ man to go 
as far as my gossip^s, Dame Drinkwater, to taste 
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a glass of aDniseed/ and a bit of the groaning 
cheese, — ^for Dame Drinkwater has had tw&s, as 
I told your hooour, sir — and I meant it quite 
dviUy to the young man^ but hb chose to sit and 
keep house Tvith John Christie ; and I dare say 
there is a score of years between them, for your 
honour'^s sarvant looks scarce much older than I 
am. I wonder what they could have to say to each 
other. I asked John Christie, but he bid roe go 
to d&spj^ 

^^ If he comes not soon/^ ssud his master, <* I 
will thank you to' tell me what ^magistrate I can 
address myself to ; for, besides my anxiety for 
the poor fellow^s safety, he has papers of impor- 
tanceabout him.^ 

^ O ! your honour may be assured he will be 
back in a quarter of an hour,^ said Dame Nelly ; 
^^ he is not the lad to stay out twenty-four hoars 
at a stretch. And for the papers, I am sure 
your honour will pardon him for just givitig me 
a peep at the corner, as I was giving him a small 
cup, not so large as my thimble, of distilled wa- 
ters, to fortify his stomach against the damps, 
and it was directed to the King's Most Excellent 
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Majesty ; and 6o doubtless his Majesty lias kept 
Bichie out of ctTiUty to eoiKuder of your hononr'^s 
letter, and send bad: a fittii^ refiLy.^ 

Dame Nelly here hit by chance on a more 
availaMe topic of consolation than, those, she had 
hitherto touched upon; for the youthful k»rd 
had Inmsdf some vague hopes that his messen* 
ger might have been dehyed at Court until a 
fitting and favourable answer should be dispatch* 
ed back to him. Inexperienced, however, in 
public affidxs as he certainly was, it required only 
a moment'^s connderation to convince lum of the 
improbability of an expectation so contrary to aU 
he had heard of edquette, as well as the dila- 
tory proceeding in a court-suit, and he answer- 
ed the good-natured hostess with a :ngfa,> that he 
doubted whether the King would even look on 
the paper addressed to hkn, br kss take it into 
his immediate consideration. 

<^ Now, out upon you for a fasBt-heartod gOB- 
tleman,^^ said the good dame ; ^ and why should 
he not do as much fix us asiour gradous Queoi 
Elizabeth ? Many p^le say this and that about 
a queen and a kk^, but I think a king comas 

10 
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more mtiofal to us llDglish folks ; atid thicf go^ 
gemtleman go^ as oilen down by Wftlfer to Ot^eii- 
wicfa^ and employs as tbaftiy of tbe bai^e^iti^ Bjod 
watef-m^ of all kinds; a«id mainfaki^ iAh^vdfei 
grace, John Taylor the watet^poei^ t^fao ke^ 
both a sculkr and a pair of oars. An^hehiisinade 
a comdy Coitft at Whitehall, just by the riv* ; 
smd since the King is ^ good a friend to the 
l^hames, 1 csaaetbt s^^ if it please youf honour, 
why all his subjeets, and yo^r hdtioiXt in speeiak 
ty,^ fiiiould not faa^e satisfaction by bis haiid&^ 

** Tme, daine^— true,-»**Iet us hope tot the' 
bast $ but I tnust take my ckfeik and rapier, and 
pray yoUr husband hi eburle^y to teach t6te the 
way to a mi^strate.^ 

•• Sure, sir,^ said the prompt dame, " 1 1^ 
do that as well as he, who hcls been t slow man 
<^Ms t<^ue aH his Bfe, though I wffl giVe hin^ 
his due for being a loting htisbmid, and a man 
as well to pass in the world ad any betwilt us 
and the top of the lane. And so ther^ is the 
sitting idderman, thai is always at the Ouild- 
hall, which is close by PauPs, and so I warrant 
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you* he puts all to rigbts in the city that wisdoo^ 

ca& mend ; and for the rest there is no help but 

patience. But I. wish I were as sure of forty 1 

pounds, as I am that the young man will come 

back safe and sound."*^ 

Olifaunt, in great and anxious doubt of what 
the good dame so stitmgly aTerred, flt^ng bis 
cloak on one sbouldar, and was idxNit to heit am 
bis rapier, when first the voice of Richie Moni« 
l^ies on the stair, and then that faithful emis- 
sary'^s appearance in the chamber, put the mi^er 
beyond question. Dame Nelly, after ooagrate- 
lating Moniplies on bis return, and paying seve- 
ral compEments to her own sagadity for having 
foretold it, was at length pleased to l^ve the 
^paIiMD^axL The truth was, that, besides some 
Mstinctive feelings of good breeding which oom>- 
bated her curiosity, she saw there was no chance 
of lUchie^s proceeding in his narrative while she 
was in the room, and she therefore retreated, 
trusting that her own address would get the se« 
cret oui of one or other of the young men, wboi 
she should have either by himself. 

<' Now, in Heaven'^s name, what is the matter ?^ 
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said Nigel Qlifaunt.— « Where have you been, 
or what have you been about ? You look as pale 
as death. There is blood on your hand, and your 
clothes are lorn. What barns<-breaking have you 
be^ at P You have been drunk, Richard, and 
fighting.'' 

• « Fighting I have been," said Bkbaid, "in a 
small way ; but for being drunk, thatV & job ill 
to manage in this town, without moiiey lo come 
by Hqucv ; and as for barns-breaking, the de'*il a 
thing's broken but my bead. It's not made of 
iron, I wot, noc my daidies of chenzie-mail ; so 
a dub smashed the tane, anda daudit damaged 
the tither. Some misleard rascals abused my 
country^ but I think I deared the causey of 
them. However, the luull hive was ower mony 
for me at last, and I got* this eclipse on the 
crown, and then I was carried, beyond my^ ken- 
ning, to a sma' booth at the Temple Fort, whare 
they sell the wbirly-giga and mony<-go-rounds 
that measure out time as a man wad measure a 
tartan web ; and then they bled me, wold I ndd 
I, and were reasonably civil, especially an aold 
countryman of ours, of whom more hereaftar,^ 
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<^ Aid at what o'clock mighl this be ?^ said 
NigcL 

^^ The twa mm .cftifes yonder, at the Jdrk be^ 
ade the Forty mse just bao^ng out sax o^ the 

'< And why came you not home so soon as. you 
i^eoov^ied?^ said Nigel. 

'^ In tioth, my loxd, m&j.tahgf has its wher^ 
fire^ and this has a gude ane,^ answered his fel- 
lower. ^'Tooomehame^Ibdovedtoken whafe 
heme was; now, I had dean tint the name of die 
wynd, and the mair I asked, the mair the jGoik 
feii|^ and the farther they sent me wrang ; sae 
I.gavek up till God should send di^liglit tohrip 
me, Imd te I saw mysell near a kirk at the lai^ 
run, I e'en crap in to take up my ni^t^squarten 
in the kiric^yard.^ 

. << In the chur€h.yard ?" said Nigel; <' but I 
need npt ask what drore you to such a pmoh.^ 

^^ It wasna sae mneh Ae want o** »llar, my 
Lord Nigel,^ said Biobie, with an air c^ mystcs 
lious impcirtance, *' fear I was no sae absdute 
Tothoui means, oS. whilk nuur anon ;4iail^I thought 
I wadnever ware a saxpence sterhngoa asaitf their 
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gftucy chamberlainftatalMrteliy^Mielangafi loould 
sleep fresh and fine in a fair, dry, spring n^t. 
Mony a time ^hssa I hae oome faame owvr kte, 
and faund the Wedt Port steekit, and the waiter 
ill-willy, I have ganr'd the seaton of Saint Catib- 
berths calf-ward s^rva me lor my quarters. But 
then there are dainty gi«en grafPs in Saint Culii^ 
berths kirk^yard, wfaape ane may i^bep as if they 
were in a down-bed, till they hear the lavrock 
singing up in the ttr as high as die Castle ; where- 
as, and briiold, these London kirk-yaids are eao^ 
seyed with through-stanes^ panged. hard and fl»t 
tfaegith^ ; md my ck>ak beii^ something thread- 
bare, made but a thin mattress, sb I was lain to 
g0e up my bed before every Umb about me was 
crippled. Bead folks may sleep yondor sound 
enow, but de^il haet else* 

** And wimt became of you neSEt P* tsdd his 
master. 

** I just took to a cann; bulk-head, as they ca' 
th«B here ; that is, the boards on the tap of tbeit 
bits of out^ots of staUs and boodis^ and there I 
deeped as sound as if I was in a castle* Not but < 
I was disturbed with aome of the ntght-waUosg 
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queans and billies, but when tbey fo6n4 tbcre 
was aoAing to be '^ bjr^K fautadhttkof agf 

Andrew Ferrura, they bid n^e good-night for a 
beggarly Soot ; and I was e*en wed pleased to be 
sae cheap rid of them. And in the xBoming, I 
cam daikering here, but sad wark I had to find 
the way, for I had been east as far as the place 
they ca^ Mile^Endp though it is maor like sax- 

mile-end.^ 

^^ Well, RicUe,^ answered Nigel, <* I am glad 
all this has ended so well — go get something to 
eaftr I am sute you need it.^ 

<< In troth do I, nr,^ replied Monijdies ; ^' but, 
with your lordship'^s lea ve * ^ 

<' Eorget the lord^ip for the present, Richie, 
as I have often told you before.*^ 

" Faith,'' replied Ridii^, " I could weel for- 
get that your honour was a lord, but then I be- 
hoved to forget that I am a lord's man, and that's 
not so easy* But, however," he added, as^ting 
his description with the thumb and the two fore« 
fingers of his right hand, thrust out after the fa- 
shion of a bird's^law, while the little finger and 
rinjg-fiDgcr were closed upon the palms, ^^ to Ui^ 
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Court I vent^ and my friend that promised me 
a sight of his Majesty^s most gracious presence, 
was as gude as his word, and carried me into the 
back offices, where I got the best breakfast I 
have had since we came here, and it did me gude 
for the rest of the day ; for as to what I have 
eaten in this accursed town, it is aye sauced with 
the disquieting thought that it maun be paid for. 
After a\ there was but beef banes and fat brose ; 
but king'^s caufF, your honour kens, is better than 
ither folk^s com; at ony rate, it was aw in free 
awmous. But I see,^ he added, stopping short, 
^< that your honour waxes impatient^ 

*' By no n^eans,' Riclue,^ said the young no- 
bleman, with an air (^ leagnation, for he weU 
knew bis domestic woukl not mend his pace for 
goading ; ^'you have suffared enough in the em- 
bassy to have got the right to tell the story in 
your own way. Only let me pray for the name 
of the friend who was to introduoe you into the 
King'^s presence. You were very mysterious on 
the subject, when you undertook, through his 
means, to have the Supplication put into his Ma- 
jesty's own hand$, since those sent heretofore, I 
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hay# evi^ Foami tp tUnk^ wait no faither than 
bis $$<^9lairy V 

<' WM vi; loidr 38id Biobie» ^^ I did not 
tell ypu lii$ oame and quality at first, because I 
tb^Mgbt: jott would be afWiiited at the like of bim 
bavipg to do in your lorddiip^s affaifs. But mony 
« mm dimbs up iu Court by waur help. It was 
just I^aurie Linklater, one of the yeamen of the 
lutfih^ tbad was my &ther^s afqpreatice laug 

^ynfi.** 

^^ A yepQiaii of the kitchen**ra scuUion T ex-( 
cbiiin^d Iiord Nig^l» pacoDg the room iad]q»lea^ 
sure. 

^< Bij^ ooii^ider» ^ir,^^ said B^ehie, coBBpoaedly, 
^< that a^ youi: great friends hung badi:, and diun- 
qed Hi own you, or to adirocafe your petition ; 
and Ihen^ though I am sure I wish Laurie a 
higher pffioe» fca* your loidahip^s sake and for 
Biine» and spemlly for his mn s^ke, being a 
friendly kd^ yet your loidship must consider, 
diats scuUion, if a yeoman of the King^s most 
royal kitchen may be called scullion, may weel 
rank with a master»oook dsewhere ; being that 
king's cauff, as I said before, isr better thaa««9^^^ 
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** You am right, and I was wroDg,^ said the 
young noUeman. '' I have no choice of means 
of making my case known, so that they be ho* 
nest." 

*^ Laurie is as honest a lad as ever lifted a 
ladle,^ said Richie ; << not but what I dare to say 
he can lick his fingers like other folks, and reason 
good. But in fine, for I see your honour is wax* 
iag impatient, he brought me to the palace, where 
a** was astir for the King going out to hunt or 
hawk on Blackheatb, I think they ca^d it And 
there was a horse stood with all the quarries 
about it, a bonny grey as ever was foaled ; and 
the saddle and the stirrups, and the curb and bit, 
o* busning gowd, or silver gilded at least ; and 
down, sir, came the King, with all his nobles, 
dressed out in his hunting-suit of green, doubly 
laced, and laid down with gowd, I minded the 
very face o^ him, though it was lang since I saw 
him. But, my certie lad, thought I, times are 
changed sinee ye came fleeing down the back 
stairs of auld Holyrood-House, in grit fear, 
having your breeks in your hand without time 
to put them on, and Frank Stuart, the wild 
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Earl of Bothwell, hard at your hanches ; and if 
auld Lord Glcnvarloch badna cast his mantle 
ab6ut Ins arm* and taken bluidy wounds mair 
than ane in your behalf, you ivald not have 
craw^d sae crouse this day; and so saying, I 
could not but think your lordship^s Sifflication 
could not be less than most acceptatde ; and so 
I banged in among the crowd of lord& Laume 
thought me mad, and held me by the doak-lap 
till the cloth rave in his hand ; and so I banged 
in right before the King just as he mounted, 
and cram'^d the Sifflication into his hand, and be 
openVI it like in amasse ; and just as he saw the 
first line, I was minded to make a reverence^ and 
I had the ill luck to hit his jaud o^ a be^st on 
the nose with my hat, and scaur the creature, and 
she.swarved aside, and the King, that sits na 
mickle better than a draff-pock on the saddle, 
was like to have gotten a clean coup, and that 
might have cost my craig a raxing— «nd he 
flung down the paper amang the beast'^s feet, and 
cried, Away wi** the fausc loon that brought it. 
Aud they grippit mc, and cried Treason ; and J 
flipugUt of the Ruihvcns that were dirki^d ift 
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i&eir ain hoase, for it may be as staall a foi&k. 
Honnever^ ibej aptkimAf^^ -toonrghig me, and 
had me away to the pottery's lodge to trj the 
tawse on my hack, and I was crying mercy as 
loud as I could; and theKio^, when he had 
righted himsell on the saddle, and gathered his 
breath, cried to do me nae harm ; for, said he, 
he. is ane of our ain Norland stots, I ken bv the 
rowt of him,—- and they a^ laughed and rowted 
loud eneugh. And then he said, gie him a copy 
of the Proclamation, and let him go ^own to the 
North by the next light collier, before waur come 
o'^t So th^ let me gp, mid rode put aw snigger-- 
ing, laughing, and rounding in ilk ithejrs lug^ 
A ssur life I had wi^ LaiTne.Linklater ; for he 
said it wad be the ruin of him. And then, wh^ 
I told him it was in your matter^ he said if he 
had known before he would have risked a scaud 
ing for you, because he minded the brave old 
Lord, your father. And then he shewed how I 
suld have done, — ^and that I suld have held up 
my hand to my brow, as if the grandeur of the 
King. and his horse-graith thogither had co&ten 
the glaiks in my cen, and.mair jack-an>ape tricks 
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I sulci hae played, instead of offering the SiflK- 
caUon as if I had been bringing guts to a bear. 
< For,^ said he, ^ Bichie, the King is a weel-na- 
tured asad just man of his am kindly nature, but 
he has a whin maggots that maun be camniy 
guided ; and then, Bidiie,^ says he, in a very 
. laigh tone, ^ I would tdl it to mne but a wise 
man like yoursell, but the. King has them about 
him wad corrupt an angd firom hearen; but 
I qoold have gi^en you avisemeat how te have 
guided him, but now if s like after meat mus* 
tard.^-7»< Aweel, awed, Laurie/ said I, < it 
may be as you say ; but «inoe I am dear of the 
tawse and the porter^s lodge, nfflicate wha lik^ 
de^il hae Bichie Mcmi^iies if he oome ujlicating 
here again.^^^And so awfr^ I came, and I wasna 
far by the Temple Fort, or Bar, or whatever they 
ca^ it, when I met with the misadventure that I 
tauld you o£ before.^ 

^^ Well, my honest Bicbie,^ said Lord Nigel^ 
^< your attempt was well meant, and not so ill - 
conducted, I think, as to have deserved so badai^ 
issue ; but go to your beef and mustard, anc^ 
we^U talk of the rest afterw^rd&^ 
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^* There is ime mair to be spoken, sir,^ said bis 
follower, ^* eisept that I met ane very honest, 
fabr-spoken, weel put-on gentleman, or rathar 
burgher, as I think, diat was in the whigmaleery 
man^s back-she^, and when he learned wha I 
was, behold he was a Scot himsell, and irfiat is 
mores, a towaVbaim o*^ the gude town, and he 
behoved to compel me to take this Portugal piece, 
to drink, fersootk*— my certie, thought I, we ken 
better, for we wiU eat it^^-^and he spoke of paying 
your lordfiUp a visit*^^ 

*^ You did not tell him whero I lived, you 
knave ?^ said the Lord Nigel angrily. *^ ^Sdeath, 
I shall have every clownish burgher from Edin^ 
borgh come to gaae on my distress, and pay a 
shslbig fbr having seen the Motion* of the Poor 
Noble-'' 

'< TcU him where you lived T said Ridbie, 
evading the question, ** How could I tell Mm 
what I kenned namysell ? If I had minded the 
flame of the wynd, I need not have slept in the 
kbk^yard yestrefen.^ 

^ See then that you give no* one notice of our 

♦ iWb^iow— Puppet-shew. 
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lodging,** said the young nobl^sian ; •* those wkh 
whom I have busineas I can meet at Patd's, or ia. 
Acf CoQrt of Requests.^ 

^^ This is sleeking the 8table^dO(»r when the 
iteed is stokn^"* thought Richie to himself; ^< but- 
I mtiBt put him on another puo*^ 

So thinking, he asked the young lord what was 
in the Prodamation which he still hdd folded iit 
his hand ; '^ for, having little time to- q>ell at it,^ 
said he, ^^ your lordship well knows I keni nought 
about it but the grand bla^fon at the tap-— thelioii 
hs& gotten a claught of our auld Scc^sh shidd 
QOW|i Irat it was as weel upheld when it had an 
cmicom on ilk ade of it.^ 

liord Nigel read the Proclamation and he e&» 
loured deep with shame and indignation as he 
read ; for the purport was, to his injured feelings, 
Hke the pounn^ of ardent spirits upon a. recent 
wound*- 

^* What deiPs in the paper, my lord ?" «aid 
JIKbchie, unable to suppress his curiosity as he ob- 
aerred his master change colour^ '^ I wadna ask 
such a thmg, only the Proclamation is not a pri- 
Tate thmg, but is meant for a^ men^ft hearing.^ 
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<^ It is indeed meant for alt men's hearing,''^ 
replied Lord Nigel> " and k prpdaims the shame 
of our coctnlryjand the ibgraUtude of our Prince. 

^ Nov the Lord preserve iis^ and to piiblisb 
it in London too T ejaculated Moniyfeg^ 

^< Hark ye» Riehaid>^ said Nigel CHifaiint, 
<^in this paper the Lords of the Council set 
forth, that, ^ in consideration of the resort of idle 
persons of low condition fcrrth from his Majesty'^s 
kingdom of Scotland tohisEngUsh Court^^filling 
the same with their suits and supplications, and 
dishonouring the royal presence with their base, 
poor, and beggarly persons, to the disgrace of 
their country in the estimation of the English ; 
these are to prohibit the skippers, masters of ves 
ads, and others, in every part of Scotland, from 
bringing suck, miserable creatures up to Courts 
under pain of fine and imprisonment.** ^ 

^^ I marie the skipper took us on board,^ sud 
Richie. 

" Then you need not marvel how you arfe to 
get back again,'' said Lord Nigel, " for here is a 
clause which says, that such idle suitors are to be 
transported back to Scotland at his Majesty's ex 
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penoa^foid puinahed forthciraudacaty with stripes, 
jdockingy or incatteeralicHi^ deooiding to their de- 
mcaitSM^-that it tOBay^ I suppose, acocnrdhig te 
the dsgrm of their porerty, for I Me no other 
demerit qualified*^ 

** This will scareely,^ said Richie^ ^ square with 
ovBc bid provatt>-* « 

A King's face 
iShould give grace; 

But what says the paper further^ my lord ?^ 

<< O, only a small clause wUch e^ecially coiu 
cemsus, makiag Some still heavier denuneiatimis 
against those suitors who diaE be so hoid as to 
approaeh the Court, uikbr pretext of seeking pay- 
ment of (^ (khts doe to them hf theKing, whtdb, 
the paper states^ is of all speeies^ of importomty 
that which is most odious to Ins Majesty.^ 

<^ The King has neighbours in that matter,^ 
said Richie ; *^ but it is not every one tlKit can 
shift off that sort of eattle so eamly sss he does.^ 
Their conversation was' here interrupted by a 
knocking at the door. Olifaunt looked out aS Ibe 
window, and saw an elderly respectable person 

13 
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idiom he knew not. Richie also peeped, and re- 
oognizedy but recognizing, chose not to acknow- 
ledge, his friend of the preceding evening. Afraid 
that his share in the visit might be detected, he 
made his escape out of the apostipent under jHre- 
text of going to his breakfast ; and left theit land- 
lady the task of ushering Master George into 
Lord Nigel'^8 iqiartment, which she performed 
with much courtly. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



A J, rir, the cUmted riioe ImA oft timet craft in*!. 

At tftjrt theTnttic piovieib ;. and your dtawoky 

Jn'i grogn u n tait, gold dudo, and ird]4)]ack*d di0et| . 

Bean under his flat eq> oft times a brain 

Wiser tiian boms beneatii tiie cap and featiier. 

Or teetiict witliin tiie statesman's velvet night-cap. 

MUad me mg BUUk* 



The young Scottish nobleman received the 
ddsen with distant politeness^ expressing that 
sort of reserve by which those of the higher 
ranks are sometimes willing to make a plebeian 
sensible that he is an intruder. But Master 
George seemed nttther displeased nor discon- 
certed. He assumed the chair, which, in defe. 
rence to his respectable appearance, Lord Nigel 
offered to him, and said, after a moments pause, 
during which he had looked attentively at the 
young man^ with respect not unmingled with 
emotian — ^^ You will forgive me for this rude- 
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ness, my lord ; but I was endeavounng to trace 
in your youthful countenance the features of mj 
good old Lord) your exodlent father.^ 

There was « mmnient's pause ere young Gleiw 
varloch readied, still with a reserved manner,-^— 
.^ I have been reckoned like my father^ sir,-*- 
and am bapliy Ito see any one that respects his 
mc»nory. But the baofiess which calls me to 
this dtj is of a hasty as well as a private nature 
and——" 

^^ I understand the hint, my lord," said Master 
jGreorge, ** and would not be guilty of long detiun- 
jng yoi| from buiuness, or more agreeable conver- 
sation. My errand is almost done when I have said, 
:that my name is George Heriot, warmly befnend- 
ed, and introduced into' the employment of the 
royal family of Scotland, more than twenty yeails 
mnce, by your excellent father ; and that, learning 
from a fcdlower of yours that your lordship was 
in this city in prosecution of some business of im- 
portance, it is miy duty—* it is my pleasiure— >to 
-wait on the son c^ my respected patron ; and, 
as I am somewhat known both at the'court anid 
in the city, to offer him such aid in the fariherr 
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iag ctbis tAmy as my credit ^ad exfeanimm 
jpay- l)e able io dRbei/* 

<< I have no dodli^ of either, Maetar Senat,"^ 
and l4«di Nigel, ^ and I thanir jpog fceartily for 
A^igoocUdll with wJudi you faai» placed tiwn 
at.a s^FHigar^s disposal; but my businesa at 
os4ut « done asd enkd, and I iaicDd l» leave 
InondoBy and, indeed, tlie island, tag for^^ lub- 
j»el«ad aiiiitaiy service. I majaddtfaaliliosiid- 
denness of my departure occasions my having lil^ 
tk dane at my disposal.^ 

Mast;^ Htiiat did not take the htnt, but aflt 
itmt, inth an ^ndbanrassed eountoaaofie hovever, 
liiEe that of one who had something to say thilt 
he knew not exactly how to make effectual* Ait 
leagth fae<said, with adulnous soule, ^ Yon aie 
fiictoiiate, my lord, inlumag ao soon dtqpabjied 
your ^business at couvt Your talking landiafy 
infonos me you hate been but « fbrtmgfat iu 
•this oity. It is usually moauths an|l yew eia the 
4Seurt and a suiter shake hands, and part.^ 

'^^ My buainess,"^ said Lord N^I, with a fane. 
yitif whish was intended to stop Hortfaer diacua- 
aMD, ^^ was summarily dispatefaed,'* 
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Sliil Master Heriot rbmanMd Mtt^» and 
tlwre waft a cdrdiai' good-btiinour added to the 
re^eroioce o£ his appearanoe, Wbich read^n^d il 
ftdposofble ibr Loid Nigel io be mote ex|dicit ini 
rt^iMfiftitig Mft abseliMe, 

** Vouf lordsbip boB not jdt had time^'' said 
thd dieiawfi^ stUI attempting ti> siisteia ibe eon-* 
versation, ** to visit the places of amus^taehty'-*' 
ih^ piaj4xtnxteBf aildbtbe^ places to wbtdh i^d«ith 
tf^tton* Bat I see iri yeiir l^xrdabip^ hatid oA^ 
of tbef tteir«ifiivented plots of the pkce, whieb thej 
band about of late— Maj I asb what jilay T . 

^' Ob i a VftlUkooHm pie^^^ s4id I<ord Nigel, 
iibpatietitly throwing down the Prdclamatioifc, 
which be bad biiherta been twisting 'to aA^ &o 
in his hand,— -^^ an excellent al&d weU«a{»proyod 
pe^e^A New Way to Pay Old Debts/' 

Maslter Hoiot stooped down. Saying ^^ Ah ! 
my old acquamtance, PhoBp' Massinger ;^ but, 
hairing opened the paper and seen tlie purport, 
be looked at Lcnrd Nigd Ofifaunt with surprise, 
saying, <' I trust your lordship does itot think 
this prohibition can extend either to your person 
or your claims ?^ 
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« I «hoilild flcarce have thought so myself,^ 
said the young noUenum ; ^ bat so it proyes^ 
His Majesty, to dose this discourse at once, has 
b^n pleased to send me this Prodamadon^ in 
answer to a respectful Supplication for the re* 
payment of large loans advaneed by my father for 
the service of the state^ in the King^a utmost emet« 
gencies.*' 

^ It is impossiUe !^ said the citizen— ^^ it is 
dbsoliitely impossible !«^If the King could for-, 
get what watf due to your father'^s memory, stiU 
he would not have wished— would not^ I may 
say, have dared-^to be so flagrantly unjust to the 
floemory of such a man as your father, who, dead ^ 
in the body, will long hve in the memory of the 
Scottish people,^ 

'* I should have been of your opinum,^ aiw 
swered Lofd Nigel, in the sane tone as before ; 
^ but there is no fighting with fSeu^ts*^ 

^^ What was the tenor of this Supplication P^ 
said Heridt ; *< or by whom was it presented P 
Something stnmge there must have been in the 
contents, or-—'" 
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*< You maf«ee my, (Nng^JOftl draughty? Bodtfa^ 
yoiii^ Lordy takbg it out of a small tittYeQuig 
tslbroBgJbox ; ^< the technical part isi.by my law- 
yer in Scotland^ a skilful and.sensiUe man ; the 
rest is my own, drawn, I hope, with due deference 
and modesty.^ 

Master Heriot hastily east his eye over the 
draught. ** Nothing,^ he said, ** can be moUe 
welLtempered and respectful. Is it poseible the 
King can haTe treated this petition with con- 
tatapt ?'' 

<* He threw it down ott the payaneilt,* sud 
the Lord of ^leliTaiiocfa, *^ and sent me for, an- 
swer that Proclamation^ in which he claBses.iB0 
with the paupers and m^Nidicants from Scotland, 
who disgrace his court in the eyes of thejM^Qutf 
£nglish-^that is all. Had not my father stood 
by him. with hearty swocd, and fortune, he n^g|it 
never have seen the Court of England himself.? 

^^ But by whom was this Supplication present- 
ed, my lord ?^ said Hieriot; *^for the distaste 
taken at the messenger will sometimes, extend 
itself to the message.^ 
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. « lly my Mliwiit^** nid tbt Lent Ifigd ( •^ by 
the tt»m ytoti Mtir, and^ I thinks were kind to."" 

«< By y cmr rtftrttnt, my kxrd ?^ said tl&e dtiseii ; 
<* h« MMitiiiaibttwdfeUow, and doubtleflBafaith- 

ftil i but mifriiy^^^-*'' 

<< You would say,^ said Lord Nigel^ ^^be is 
M fit metseDgfar to a King^B pmeuoe ?«*^Stirelj 
he knot;; but what could I do P Etery attempt 
I had made to lay my case before the King had 
nuBcanied^ and my petitiottt got no farther than 
the budgets of clerks and secretaries ; this fdkrr 
preteaded he had a fHend in the household that 
would biing him to the Cng'^s j^resence^-'-and 



^ I uadenstandi^ said Heriot; ^ bot^ my 
lord, why shoukl you not, in right of your twnk 
and birtfa^ faitve append at court, and Hei^tBred 
Jan audieneei winch eoidd not bave been denied 
to you?** 

The young lotd Uusbed a little, and looked 
at hit dress, whreh waB irery plain ; and, tlrough 
(« penRnt goscl order, had the i^ypeaiaAte ^ 
having seen service. 



<< I know mi why J ihouM W lUfattftled of 
i(p6akitig the truih^'* he said, «fte« ii ttkonieiitiiry 
hesitatibil,--^** I had ih> dresi Mtifobler fo^ ttp^ 
pearing at court I am detennined to iheai 06 
etrp^ttdefl trhich I cafinot disdharg^ ; iiAd t think 
yoti, ftir, Would not advise tae td staad kt the 
palace^oor in person, and deliver my pelitidii^ 
alotig: with those who are in very deed plea£ng 
theif nette^ly^ and beg^ng an alma.'' ' 

« That had been, indeed, uBfie^mlyf"* said the 
dtizen ; *^ but yet, my Idtd^ iby niiDd i^ns 
strangely that there must be tome mitlake.*-*^ 
Can I speak with your domesti<5 ?^ 

<< I see little good it can do^"" answeted the 
young lord, ** but fhe interest you take in my 
miafbrtunes seem^ litincei:^, and ^refofe 
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BEe stamped on die floor^ and in a Ibw seconds 
afterwards Moiliplies appeared^ wiping from his 
baard and moustaches the crombs o( bt^ui^ mA 
the froth of the ale-pot, which fMtly shewed 
iMw he had been dmpbyed.-*^^ Will youir lord, 
ahip gffiant permissioaj'' said Heriot^ <* that I ask 
your groom a few queslioiis t^ 
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^ *^ Hk larddupV|ii^^ Master QeatgB/^ an- 
swered MonipUefl^ with a nod of acknowledge 
ment)' ^^ if ypu are minded to speak acooxdiBg 
to the lett^iV'' 

** Hold your sancy tongue^^ said his master^ 
** and i^ply distinctly to the questions you are to 
be askedA"" 

^* And ^n%t if it IQbe your pageship,^ sind tha 
citizen, *^ for you may remember I have.a gift 
todiseoverfalset^ 

<< Wed) weel) weel,^ replied the domestic^ soma- 
what embarrassed, in spite of his eflhmtMy** 
^^ though I think that the sort of truth that serves 
my master^ may weel serve ony aae elsew^ • 

^^ Pages lie to their masters by right of caa- 
tom,^ said the dtizen; << and you write yodrtietf 
m that band, though I think you be amfflig the 
oldest of such springalds ; but to me you most 
speak truth, if you would not have it end in the 
whipping-post.^ 

^^ And that's e'en abad restii^^place,'' said the 
well-grown page; '^ so come away with yodr 
questions. Master Qeorge.'* 

*^ Well, then,^ demanded the citizen, << I am 
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gtf&x to understand that you yestmlay presented 
to his Majesty^s hand a Supplication^ or petition, 
from this honourable hotd^ your masten^ 

** Troth, there^s nae gainsaying that, nr',^ 1^*- 
plied Moni{£e8 ; *< there -w&e enow to scie it^ be- 
sides me.^ 

^ And you pretend that his Majesty flung 
h fh>m him with contempt,^ said the citizen^ 
^^ Take heed, for I ha^ means of knowmg the 
truth ; and you were better up to the neck in 
the Nor^Lodi, which you like so well, than tell a 
leaskig where his Majesty'^s name is concerned.^ 

^< There is nae occasion for leasing*makuig 
about the matter,^ answered Mommies, firmly ; 
^^ hisf Majesty e!en flung it frae him as if it had 
dirtied his fingers*^ 

/^ You hear, or,^ said OU&unt^ addressing 
Heriot 

*^ Hush !^ said the sagacious citizen ; <^ this fdU 
low is not ill named—- he has more plies than one 
in his cloak.-— Stay, fellow,^ for Moniplies, mut- 
tering somewhat about finishing his breakfast, 
was be^nning to shamble towards the door, 
'^ answer me this further questio&-*When you 



gaire your mastery petitioii t^ bi» Mi^ty, ga? e 
jj^im Hochiog with it f"^ 

<< Ou^ what should I ghre Wi' it^ ye k^H^ Mas« 
4«r G^rge t^ 

^ ** ^hat is what I desire and insist to kdow,"^ 
replied his interrogator. 

«♦ Weel then— I am n6t free to say, that nay 
tey I might not just slip into the Ein^s haild A 
witfe fait sifflica^on of Biine ain, along with my 
l6rd*s*^jutt t^ save his Majesty trouble-<'4uid 
that he adight coamder them baith at alice.^ 
' '^ A soppiieKdon of yout own, yo<i vartet T 
.said his masteir. 

* ^ 0\Xf d«ar $jj my loid,^ said Bichie^^^ pinr 
bodies hae thmr Uttf of sifflications as we^l as 
their betters.*" 

. ^ And pray^ wbdt might your wdr^pful pe- 
tition import?" said Mr Heriot.— " Nay, far 
beavcm^S uke^ my lord, keep your patience^ or 
we skkll nerer kam the tinith of tins strange 
iliaiter«-^''^eak out, sirrah, and I will stand yomr 
friend with iliy loid.'' 

<* If S a laiig story to tell-^but the updhot is, 
that it*s a sci^Sfpe of an auld aoeompi due to my 
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lilber'^ yoptnte by fa^ M^esty tl|# ?iHf> iPWf 
grmiow lOitiitb^i i^b^a she lived ip t)ie (^^^ 
and had sundry providings ctpd furnishings fortI| 
^£ our boi^^ If hUk p^ dpujbt WI19 ^ ^nour 
to my htbfiT to «apply, mi wbilli;, ^pi^btl^^s, i% 
wiH bQ n 0r^t tp t^ M^^ty tp satisfy, a^ it 
mU be grit omymenpe ito m^ to ^e^ye tjiin^ 
aaam.^ 
<^ Wh«t string 9f iwpertipep^ is tW»r (bw4 

his mast^n 

f^ Evesy wprd s^ itrue 9S e'er John Slnp^ spelci^^ 
Mid Richie ; <* b^e^s tjie bit double pf the si£^ 
cation.^ 

Master Qeoi^ took f( icnwpl^d pap^? fnim 
tha feUoiw'9 bisnd^ ind ^aid, Qiutteriiig faetfil^t 
his teeth— ^^^ * Humbly sheve^-TrpBahTPwm-^TJlif 
Majesty's maist gra^PMs mothp f '- ^ H- iim ' ^ U xpf*^ 
justly add^bted ai^d owing th^ srp| of fifteen 
werks— -th^«P9lpt whereof fQlj0weth'^i'<*^t-'Xl^(9^jff 
nowte^s feet for jiUie/s-T*^^|ie iflvoibf beipg Chrisf^ 
ma^^T^-ane roasted c^ip iii gre^^ £^ tb9 prity 
ohalmer^ when my Lord of BpthwieU supp||; ^^ni^ 
her grace. WI think, my fercl, yW m^ im^ fep 
surpiiqed ihat the Ki^g g»^(9 this pej^iti^A » br^ 
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reception ; and I conclude^ Master Page, tbai 
you took care to present your own supplicatkm 
before your master^s.^ 

•* Troth cBd I notj'' answered Mompliea, *^ I 
thought to liare given my lord'^s first, as was reai ^ 
son gude ; md besides that, it wiid hare red ihe 
gi&te for my am little bill. But what wi*" the dir^ ' 
dum an oonfunon, an the loupin here and'tfaera 
of the skeigh l^ute of a horsie, I beliete I cdto- 
med them baith into his hand cheek by jowl^ and 
nitybe my ain was boonmo^t; and say titers was 
aught wrang, I am sure I had a* the friglst mai 
a** the risk ^ 

** And shall hate all the beating, yon xsscal 
knaVe,^ said Nigel ; '^^ am I to be insulted and 
dishonoured by your pragmatical: insolence, in 
blending youf base concerns with mine P^ 

" Nay, iiay, na^, my lord," said the good4iii. 
moured'dtizen, interposing; ** I have been the 
means of bringing the fellow^s blander to light-^ 
allow me interest enoiigh with your lordship to 
be bail fdr his bones. You have cause to be an- 
gry, but still I think the knave mistook mrareout 
of conceit fhan of purpose ; and I jtidge you will 
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have the better service of him another ^e, if 
you overlook this fault. — Gret you gone^ sirrah. 
— rll make your peace.** 

^* Na, na,^ said Moniplies, keeping his ground 
firmly, '^ if he lik^ to strike a lad that has fol- 
lowed him for pure love, for I think there haa 
been little servant^s fee between ns, aw the way* 
frae Scotland, just let my lord be doing, and see 
the credit he will get by it — and I would rather 
(mony thanks to you though, Master George,) 
stand by a lick of his batton, than it siild e^er be 
said a stranger came between us.^ 
* - <^ Go then,^ said his master, << and get out of 
my sighf 

^* A^^el I wot that is sune done,^ said MoaL. 
plies« retiring slowly ; '^ I did not come without 
I had been ca''d for — and I wad have been away 
half an hour since with my gude will, only Mat&k 
ter George keepit me to answer bk interrogation^ 
forsooth, and thatthas made aw this stir»^ 

And so he made hi^ grumbling exit, with the 
tone much rather of one who has sustained .ai^ 
injury, than who has done wrong. 

^* There never was a man so plagued as I am 
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with m smlq^ kfttire (^Tb# fellp^f k i^wd, 
and I hffvo found hjQ) faithfuls— I belieye b^ }ovei^ 
me too, and he has given j^oofs of it«*-but then 
Ik» ia «Q U|)liA^ in his own ppnceit^ 30 self-willed, 
and so aeU^pinipoed, that he aeeous to bepome 
the: mast^ and I th^ man $ imd whatever blunder 
he eoQUaitSi ha is §ure to pifJie as loud coinplaint99 
aa if the whole fxjeovli^y with me, ^pd in bq degree 
with himseE'' 

«V Cherish him, m4 mmtm bim^ ftpv^nhe- 
kssy^ said the cilissen; ^^forb^U^^^nygT^jbairaft. 
that affection and fid^ty afe mif rarar qya£tiies 
in a servitory th^u whm Ae world waa youniper. 
Yet trust him, my good lord, with no oonamigripn 
above his biith ot hro^iiiai fyr yous^ youraelf 
how it may diaMe to ^•'^ 

^^ It ia but loo avid^^ty M^at^T Qepoty^ Mad 
the young nohlesian ; ^^ mA 1 4W SPI^ i( ^wre 
done injoiCiee to my aoy^r^gOt imd your m9i|t^« 
But I am, like a true ScQtamail> w^ i^ipd h^ 
«*-4ie miatake has happe^fd-'^y Supplication 
has been refused, and my 9idy ff^urc^ ia to 1^^ 
ploy the rest o£ aiy meana io ««9^ry Mpn^pli^ amjL 
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myself to aome counterscarps &nd die in the bat- 
tle-froat like my iencestors.* 

*^ It were better to live and serve your country 
like your noble father^ my lovd,^ replied Master 
George. ^^ Nay, nay, never look down or shake 
your head— 'the King has not reused your Sup« 
plication, for he has not seen it-^you ask but jus* 
tice, and that his place obliges him to give to hisr 
8ufa|ects-^y, my lord, and I will say that hia 
natural temp» doth in^ this hold bias with his 
duty." 

^' I were well pleased \o think so, and yet ■■ ■ * 
said Nigel 01ifaunt,--«<< 1 speak not of my own 
wros^, but my country hath many that are un« 
redressed J^ 

^ My lord,'' said Master Heriot, •^I speak of 
my royal master, not only with the respect due 
from a 8ttbject--'the gratitude to be paid by a 
&voured servant, but also with the frankness of 
a free and loyal Scot^onan. The King is himself 
weU disposed to hold the scales of justice even ; 
but there are those around htm who can throw 
without detection tbenr own sdfish wishes and 

vol,. I. a 



I » 



99 TKK FORTUNES OF 17I6EL. 

baae interests into the soale. You are already 1^ 
sufferer by this, and without your know^ig it.^ ; 
' ** I am surprised^ Master Heiiot,^ said tiie 
young lord, ^^ to hear you, upon S6 short an ac«( 
quaintanoe, talk as if you were familinriy m6^ 
quainted with my affairs.^ 

^' My kMrd,"" refriied tl^ giddsmidi, ^< the na^ 
^ure of my employment affimk me direct access 
to the interior of the pdaoet I am well known: 
to be no moddter in intrigues or parly aAurs, soi 
that no favourite has as yet endeavoured to abut 
against me the door <^ the royal ckiset ; on Ae 
contrary, I have stood well with each while he: 
was in pown*, and I have not shared the £sU of 
any. But I cannot be thus connected with the 
Court, without hearing, even against my wili, 
what wheels are in motion, and hew tiiqr ace 
checked or forwarded. Of course, when I chuse 
to seek such intelligence, I know the sources in 
which it is to be traced. I have told you wbfr I 
was interested in your lordship''s fortunes. It was 
last nig^t only that I knew you were in this city, 
yet I have been able, in oom]!ig hither this monii* 
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ipgy to gain for you some information reqpectiag^ 
the impediments to your suit.*" 
« ^^ Sir, I am obliged by your zeal, however lit- 
tle it may be merited,^ answered Nigd, still with 
some reserve ; ^* yet I hardly know how I have 
deserved this interest."** 

, ^\ First let me. satisfy you that it is real,^ said 
th^ citizen ; ** I blame you not for being unwilU 
ing to credit the fair professicms of a stranger in. 
my infericNT class of society, when you have met* 
so little friendship from relations, ai)d those of 
your own rank, bound to have assisted you by so 
many ties* But mark the cause. There is a nKurt- 
gage over your father^s extensive estate^ to the 
apiount of 40,000 merks, due ostensibly to Pere^ 
grine Peterson, the Conservator of Scottish Pri- 
yileges at Campvere.^ 

** I know nothing of a mortgage,"? said the 
young lord ; << but there is a wadset for such a 
sum, which, if uni^deemed, will occasion the for« 
feiture of my whole paternal estate, for a sum not 
above a fourth of its value — and it is for that 
very reason that I press the King^s government 
for a settlement of the debts due to my &ther. 
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that I may be able to redeem my land froikr this 
rapacious creditor.^ 

^* A wadset in Scotland,^ said Heriot, << is the 
same with a mortgage on this ade of the Tweed ; 
but you are not acquainted with your real cre- 
ditor. The Conservator Peterson only lends his 
name to shroud no less a man than the Lord 
Chancellor of Scotland, who hopes, under cover 
pf this debt, to gain possession of the estate him- 
self, or perhaps to gratify a yet more powerful 
tlurd party. He will probably suffer his creature 
Peterson to take possession, and whan the odium 
of the traniaaction shall be forgotten, the property 
and lordship of Glenvarloch will be conveyed to 
the great man by his obsequious instrument, un- 
dar cover of a sale, or some amilar device.'" 

'* Can this be possible?^ said Lord Nigel ; **the 
Chancellor wept when I took leave of him— <»iU- 
ed me his cousin-*even his son — fiumished me 
with letters, and, though I asked him for no pe- 
ouniary asristance, excused himself unn^ecessarily 
for not presdng it on me, alleging the expenoes 
of his rank and his large family. No, I cannot 
believe a nobleman would carry deceit so far."" 
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'^ I am not, it is true, of noble blood,"^ said the 
citizen ; ^' but once more I bid you look on my 
grey hairs, and think what can be my interest in 
dishonouring them with falsehood in affairs in 
which I have no interest, save as they r^;ard the 
son of my benefactor. JKeflect also, have you had 
any advantage from the Lord Chancellor's let- 
ters?'* 

^' None,"* said Nigel Oli&unt, '< save cold deeds 
and fair words. I have thought for some time, 
their only object was to get rid of me— there was 
(me who yesterday press^ money on me when I 
talked of going abroad, in order that I might not 
want the means of exiling myself.** 

^^ Bight,** smd Heriot ; '^ rather than you fled 
not^ they would themselves furnish wings for you 
to fly withal.** 

^' I will to him this instant,** said the ineensed 
youth, '< and tell him my mind of his basene^** 

^* Under your favour^** said Heriot, detaining 
him, ^^ you shall not do so« By a quarrel you 
would become the ruin of me your informer ; and 
though I would venture half my shop to do your 
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lordsidp a servioe, I think yoa would hardly ivkh 
me to come by damage, when it can be of no ser* 
vice to you.*" 

The word 9hop soanded harshly in the eat of 
the young nobleman, who replied hastily—*' Da^ 
mage, sir ?— «o far am I from wishing you to incut 
damage, that I would to heaven yoU would cease 
your fruitless offers of serving one wboni there 
is no chance of ultimately as»sting.^ 

** Leave me alone for that,^ said the citizen ; 
'* you have now etred as far on the bow^hand. 
Permit me to take this Supplication— -I will luiVe 
it suitably engrossed, and take my own time, (and 
it shall be ai^ early one,) for fdadng it, with more 
prudence I trust than that used by your follower, 
in the King-s hand— -I will almost answer &r bis 
taking up the matter as you would have Um— - 
luit should be fail to do so, even then I will Hot 
give up the good cause.^ ^ 

** Sir,^ said the young nobleman, ^ your spelech 
is so friendly^ and my own Estate so helpleiis, thuc 
I know not how to refuse your kind proffer, ^ven 
while I Un^h to accept it at the hands df 4A ^trsm- 
ger. 



j ^VlYtejur^ I trust) no longer such^^ said the gold* . 
jEttnith; ^< and for my guerdon, when my ' medial 
ticm proyes suooessfnl, and your fortunes are re^ 
established^ yoa shaUoider your first cupboard 
of plate from George Heriot.^^ 
< ^' You would have a bad paymaster, Mastor 
*Heriot)^ said Lord NigeL 
( *< I do not fear that,^ replied the goldsmith; 
^^ and I am glad to see you smile, my lord— ^me- 
thinks it makes yon look still more like the gdod 
old lord your father ; and it emboldens me beside 
!t6 bring out a small request-— that you would take 
ti homely dinner, with me to-morrow* I lodg^ 
haJrd beside, in Lombard street. For the chea*, 
juy lord, a mess of white broth, a fat capon weU 
iarded, a>dish of beef cdllops for auld ScotlandV 
sake,' and it may be a cup* of right dd wine, that 
'uras barrelled before Scotland and England Were 
one nation — Then for company, one or twoof oi^ 
•own loving eountrymenp— and may be my hoiise- 
. wife may find out a bonny Scots lass or so^^ 
, " I would accept. your courtesy, Master He- 
riot,^ said Nigel, /< but I hear the city ladies of 
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Londcm likB to see a omn galknt^I would ik>t 
fike to let down a Sootliah nobleman in their ideai^ 
ftB doubtktt you. have said the best of our poor 
oountrj, and I rather bek the means of bratevy 
f<Hr the present^ 

. >.^^ My k»d» your frankness leads me a step 
farther,^ said Master George. ^< 1*^1 owed your 
fitther some monies ; aiid-NHtiay, if your hndshqp 
hniks at me so fixedly I shall never tdlmyatory 
iv^andy to speak plainly, for I never could cany 
a tie weU through in my lifei-Hlt is most'fifttingt 
that, to solicit this matter properly, your IordsU|i 
should go to court in a manner beseeming yoor 
quality. I am a goldsimth, and live by leinling 
money as wdl as by seUin^ plate. 1 am amfai* 
tious to put an hundred pounds to be i^ intensl 
in your hands, tiU your affiura are settled.^ * 

^^ And if they .are never fsvouraUy settled?* 
WudNigel 

<^ Then» my lord,^ returned the cttiBen, >^ the 
miscarriage of sudi a sum w31 be of littie cone^ 
quence to.me> compared with other subjects of 
regret,'* 
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; << Master Hexioti^ aaid the Lord Nigel, ^ yoiiT< 
&vour is generously evened, and shall be frankly 
aeoepted. I must prissume that jrou see your 
way throi^h this business, though I hardly do ; 
for I think you would be grieved to add any 
fiesh burthen to me, by persuading me to incur 
debtiB which I am notlUiely to discharge. I will, 
therefore, take your money, under die hx^ and 
trust that you wBt enable me to repay you puno- 
tually.'* > 

^^ I wiU txmTinoe you,' tny lord,^ ssid the gcdd*. 
smithy ^^ that I mean to deal with you a» a ere* 
dilor from whom I expect payment ; and, thera* 
for^ you shall, widt your own good pleasure, 
n^ an acknowledgment for these monies, and 
an obligataoa to content and repay me.^ 

He then took frcm his girdle his imting ma« 
teriai% and writii^ a few lines to the purport he 
expressed, pulled out a small bag of gold fromft 
side-pouch tmdec his cbidc, and, observing that 
it dioiUd contam an hundred pounds, proceeded 
to tell out the contents very methodicaUy upon 
the table. Nigel Olifaunt could not help iiitu 
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natisBg that diis wa» aii wmevmmry cetfBmtminl, 
and that he would take the bag of gdd on 
word of his bUigiiig cfeditor ; but this was 
pugnant to the old man's fozms of traosaetiBg 
business^ 

% << Bear with me»^ he said, *' my good-lord^--^' 
we dtizetts are a wary and thrifty generationv 
and I should lose my good name fbr ever widno; 
the toll of PauPsy were I to grant quittance^ iok^ 
take acknowkdgmait, without bringing the mt^ 
ney to actual tale. I thiii^ it .be ri^^l now-*— 
and) .body of me^^ he said^ looking out at the 
wmdow« '^ yonder come my boys with my mule ;^ 
fyx I inust Westward Hoe. PiU your monies 
aside, my lord ; it is not well to be setti wilb 
such gold-finches chirping about onein the lodg«^ 
iogs of Lcmdon. ' I think the lock of y<iur oasdcet 
be indifferent good ; if not, I can senre youatatf 
^asy tate widi one ithat has hdd thousands ;>*«^ 
it was the good old Sir Faithful Fraud's ;*-'Jua 
spendthrift son sold the diell when he had eaten 
the kernel-— and there is the end of a city«£or# 
tune.'" J - 
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*^ I hope yours will make a better terminatbii, 
Master Heriot,^ said the Lord NigeL . 

** I hope it will, my lord,^ said the old man, 
with a smile ; *^ but,^ to use honest John Bunyan^s 
phrase^-^ therewithal the water stood in his eyes,^ 
>^ it has pleased God to try me with the loss of 
two children ; and for one adopted child who U^es 
•—-ah f woe is me t and well*a-day I— But I am 
|Mitient and thankful ; and for the wealdi God 
^bas sent me, it shall not want inheritors while 
there are orphan lads in Auld Reekie.<^**I wish 

you good monx>w, my lord.'* 

^ ** One orphan has cause to thank you already,^ 
rsaid Nigel, as he attended him to the door of 
his chamber, whete, resisting further escort, the 
x>ldciuzen made his escape* 

As, in going down stairs, he passed the shop 
^ where Dame Christie stood becking, he made 
civil inquiries after her husband. The dune of 
^course iregriatted his absence ; but he was down, 
^siie siud j at Deptford, to settle, with a Dutch ship- 
master. 

" Our way of bui^ness, sir,^' she said, " takes 
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him much from home, and my husband must be 
the slave of every tarry jacket that wants but a 
pound of oakum.*^ 

<' All busiiiess must be minded, dame,^ siud 
the goldsmith. <* Make my remembrances-— 
GeorgeHeriotofLombard-streefsremembrances, 
to your good man* I have dealt with him — ^he 
is just and punctual-— true to dme and engage- 
ments;— be kind to your noble gutet, and see 
be wants nothing. Though it be his pleasure at 
present to lie private and retired, there be those 
that care for him, and I have a duurge to see 
hiiii supplied ; so that you may let me know by 
your husband, my good dame, how my lord is^ 
and whether he wants aught.^ 

'< And so he w a real lord after all ?^ said the 
good dame. ^^ I am sure I always thought he 
looked like one. But why does he not go to 
Parliament then r 

^ He will, dame,^ answered Heriot, << to the 
Pflirliament of Scotland, which is his own coim- 
try.'* 

^' Oh ! he is but a Soots lord, then,"" sttd the 
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good dame ; << and that'*s the thing makes him 
ashamed to take the title, as they say.^ 

*< Let him not hear you say so, dame,^ replied 
the citizen. 

" Who, I, sir P'* answered she ; " no such 
matter in my thought, sir. Scot or English, he 
is at any rate a likely man, and a civil man ; and 
rather than he should want any thing, I would 
wait upon him myself, and come as far as Lom« 
bard-street to wait upon your worship too.^ 

'^ Let your husband come to me, good dame,^ 
said the goldsmith, who, with all his experience 
and worth, was somewhat of a formalist and dis- 
ciplinarian. << The proverb says, * House goes 
mad when women gad C ^u^d let his lordship^s 
own man wait upon his master in his chamber— 
it is more seemly. God give ye good-morrow.^ 

** Good-morrow to your worship," said the 
dame, somewhat coldly ; and so soon as the ad- 
viser was out of hoaring, was ungracious enough 
to mutter, in contempt of his counsel, " Marry 
quep of your advice, for an old Scotch tinsmith, 
as you are ! My husband is as wise, and very 
near as old, as yourself; and if I please him; it 
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k well etiougb ; and thoQgh he is not just so rich 
just now Us some folks, yet I hope to see him 
ride upon his moyle, with a foot-doth, and have 
his two blue-coats after him, as well as they do**"* 
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CHAPTER V. 



Wherefore come ye not to court ? 
Certain 'tis the rarest sport ; 
Tbeie are folks and jewels glistemng, 
Prattling fools and wise men listening. 
Bullies among brave men justling, 
Beggars amongst nohles bustling; 
Low-breath*d talkers, minion lispers. 
Cutting hcmest throats by whispers ; 
Wherefbre come ye not K) court F 
Skelton swears *tis glorious sport 

SkeUan SkeUonizeHfu 



It was not entirely out of parade that the be* 
nevolent citizen was mounted and attended in 
that manner, which, as the reader has been in^* 
formed, exdted a gentle degree of Sfrieen on die 
part of Dame Christie, which, to do her justice, 
vanished in the little soliloquy which we have 
recorded. The good man, besides the natural 
desire to maintain the exterior of a man of Wor- 
ship, was at present bound to Whitehall in otf- 
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der to exhibit a piece of valuable woriimaiiship 
to King James, which he deemed his Majesty 
might be pleased to view, or even to purchase. 
He himself was therefore mounted upon his ca< 
paiisoned mule, that he might the better make 
his way through the narrow, dirty, and crowd- 
ed streets ; and while one of his attendants car- 
ried under his arm the piece of plate, wrapped 
up in red baize, the other two gave an eye to its 
safety ; for such was the state of the pdice of 
die metropcdis, that men were often assaulted in 
the public street for the sake of revenge or of 
plunder ; and those who apprehended being be- 
set, usually endeavoured, if their estate admitted 
such expense^ to secure themselves by the attend- 
ance of armed followers. And this custom, wUch 
was at first fimited to the nobility and gentry, 
eztaided by degrees to those citizens of consi- 
deration, who bong understood to travel ^tk 
a diarge, as it was called, might otherwise have 
been selected as safe subjects of plunder by the 
streel;.ix>bfaer. 

As Mai^r George Heriot paced forth west- 
ward with this gallant dttendance, he paused at 

6 
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tli6 ahbp-door of tiis cou u tryu ia ii tnd fnciid, tbe 
attoient hordoger, and .bavitig eaiuied TunstaU, 
who was in attendAnce, to adjust his watch 1^ 
the real time, he desired to speak with his mas- 
ter ; in eonsecpieiiceiof which summons, the old 
Time<>mater came forth from bis den, his faoe 
like a basame buat^ darkened with dust, and gUs- 
tcnkig here and there with copper filuigs» iwad 
his senses so bemused in the iBtfiOsil?)r of calcu- 
laticsi, that lie gaaed on his friend the goldsmitb 
for a minute before he seemed.personaDy to cora- 
'prehend who he* was, and heard him express his 
invitadon to David Bamsay, and pretty Mistress 
Mttrgavet, his daughter, to dine with him n«a|t 
day at D0Ott, to meet, with a noble young oaun* 
tcyman, without retanung aisy answer^ 

*^ ril make tbeespeak, widia mufvsia to thee,^ 
muttered Heriot to himself; and suddenly dbaa- 
^ng his tone, he said al0ttd»-^'^ I pvay you, 
neighbour Dai^id, whoi are you and I to have a 
sttttlement for the bullion i^ereiwith I suj^ed 
you to mount yonder ositle^s hall-clock at Theo- 
bald% and that other wiariigig that you made for 

vox*, u . u 
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die Duke of Badmy^bBm ? I hsveliad Ae afin- 
.nish hofiise to jatufy for the ingoti^ sod I miiBt 
needs put yaa iato maad thai you haTe been 
e%iit maDtks fadund blmcL^ 

Tben is loiiietfaiiig so dmrp^mi aigre in tiie 
demand of a peremptory, dun, that no boman 
tympanum, holrever inaccessible to pther tones, 
am resbt the application. David jSamsay starU 
ed at once ficom bis reverie, and answend in a 
pettish tcme, '* Wow, Geoige, man, what needs 
4w this din about sax score o"* pounds? Aw the 
world kens I can answer aw claims on me, and 
jou proffered yoursdl fair time, till his nudst 
gracious Majesty and the noble Duke suld make 
settled acGompts wi"* me ; and ye may km, by 
your ain experience, that I eanna gang rowtmg 
like an unmannered Highland slot to their doors^ 
as ye come to mine.^ 

Hmot laughed, and replied, *' Well, Davids I 
see a denumd of money is hke a buck^ of water 
about your ears, and mak^ you a man of the 
world at once. And now, friend, will you t^ 
me, like a CbrisUan man, if you wiB dine with, 
me to-morrow at noon, #nd bring pretty Mistress 
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Margaret^ my god-daughter, with you^ to meet 

with our fioUe young countryman, the Lord of 

Glenvarloch ?*" 
** The young Lord of Glenvarloch T raid the 

old mechanist i <' wi"* aw my heart, and Mithe I 
wxB be to see hint again; We have not met tbeUe 
ferty yeari^he was two years before me at the 
litnnatiity classes— -'he is a sweet youth.^ 
' ^ That'was his^ather— Jiis father— liis father 
^ythx old dotinrd Dot-and-carry-one that you 
are»^ answered the goldsmith. '< A swefet youth 
he would have be^n by this time, had he lived, 
worthy nobleman. This is his son^ the Lord 
Nigel* 

'^ His iiSon r sard Ramsay ; ^* maybe he wiH 
want something of a chronometer; or watch— «- 
jfew gallants care to be without them now-o- 
days.'' 

*♦ He may buy half youi'stdck-in-trade, if evei 
he comes to his own, f6r what I know,'' said his 
friend ; *< bat Davie, temember your bond, and 
use me not as you did when my housewife had 
the sheep's-head and the cock*a-leek boiling for 
you as late as two of the dock, afternoon.^ ' 
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<* She had the mate credit by her cmkory^^ 
fliuweied Daifid, mrr fully swake; ^^ a sbeeffs 
head, over-boiled, were poison, aoooidfaig toottt 

^ Wdl,** answered Master George^ << bultt 
there'inll be no sheepVhead to morrow, it may 
diaaoe you to spoil a dinner winah a pr o v er b 
cannotmend. It may be yen may fi»gatl»r with 
your friend Sir Mungo Malagrowthcr, for I-pur- 
pose to. ask hia worship; so, be sure and bide 
tiyste, Davie:"" - 

<< fTbat wMl Ir-«I will be true as a chrenoma 
tar,"* said B«nsay« 

^ I will not trust you though,"" replied He- 
tiot.— A^' Hear you, Jenkin boy, teU Soots Janet 
to tall pretty Mistress Mai^garet, my god-diild, 
she most put her father in reineipbranoe to put 
on his best doublet to>m<NTow, and to bring bw 
to Lombard Street at noon. Tell her they are 
tomeeta brave youi^ Scots lord."" 

Jenkui ccHigfaed that sort of dry short coiq^ 
uttered by those who axe ^ther charged vithw- 
xaods which they do not like, or hear opiniio^ 
to which they must iK^t enter a diflwrnt 



: «< Umi^ r repeated. Miister Ge^ftg^i who,* as 
we have already ootioedy ^vraa flOfUBdwngofa iiia»» 
ttaet. in dom^^ ditapUne ; <* wJiat does iifiyiA 
mean ? Will you do mine ^rxand^ or npt^ sb- 

. ^ Sure^ MaftGiese Geoige Heidot^^ md ihe,^ 
pra^oe,. t9uc]»ng bis eap« ^ I only meant thatr 
Mistress Margaret was not^ lifa^iy to f<ffg«t $mh 

an iimMioki."' 

<< Wliy». no,^ said Master €reQi^ .** she»isa. 
dutifiil girl to her god-father, though I jsomeluaea 
eiittll^ajiU.flirt. And) bark ye^Ji^kin, yon and* 
yo^r comrade had best come with yeur.cilnbs, to- 
sea 3a(H«r master and, b» jsaf^^ bcMmes htit first 
diwiahiopi and loose tbebuU-dog^ and l^t the p^** 
ter stay in the f<H!e.4hop till your r^tom. I mU 
s^id twotof my knaves with you, fjsr Ihear these 
wild yoimgftteiss of the Tempte are hrok^ out 
iiN>rsi^. and^ hgjblser than «ver«^ 

<^ We can )^e^ ^bm steel in (»der with good 
haadbatsi^ said Jenkiaf ^' and never trouble 
year servants £Mr the matte v.^ 

. << Off) if need be,?* said Tunstall, << we. have 
swords aa wall as. the Temiilars*^ 
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tie citiizeii--i«k'^ An af^Kreolioe ivith a Air<»il l«i*' 
Many, Heairtfi farrfend* I would •• aoon Me 
bim in a hat a^ feather/* 

«< Well, or,^ said Jenkm— << we will find antta 
fittkig to omt Matton, and w31 defend 4>iir snttter 
aadfakdang^iter, ifweehDuldtear Wfihtverj 
stones of the pavement.^ 

** There spoke a London ^jff»tice J)ddy^ said 
diacilisen; f< and, for your comfort, mj hidsy 
yon shall crush a cup of wine to the health of the 
ftchtta of the dty. I have my eye on both of 
you—yea aie thriving lads, each in his own 
way.-^*6od be wi| you, Davie. Fcnrget not to- 
moiTow, at noon/* And so saying, he again 
turned Ins muk^ hetld westward, and croteed 
Temple-Biur, at that slow and decent amble 
which at OQoe becaine his rank and eivic iin- 
portance, and put his pedestrian fdlowers to no 
iaemive&knoe to Iceep up with him. 

At the Temi^e Gate he again paused, dia» 
mounted, and sought his way inta oiie' <}f the 
small booths oceuj^ed by scriveners in th&neigh- 
bourhood. A youog man with lank smooth hair. 
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cmnbed •traight to his ears^ and th^i c ro pp ed 
A/oxiy rose with aaiagiDg reverenee, pulled off a 
slouched hi^ which he would, upon no sigoaly 
replace on his head, and answered^ widi much 
demonstration of rererencey to the gddsmith^s 
question ofy <^ How goes business^ Aadrew?" 
*^ Aw (he better fiw your worship* s land coua^ 
nance and maintenanoe/* 
- '* 6^ a kiTige ebeet of paper, man, and make 
anew pen, irith ashaip neb and fine hair^stroke 
— *do not slit the quill up sae l^gh, its a wastrile 
course in your trade, Andrew; they that da not 
mind corn^pickles, never come to foipits. I have 
known /ilearaed man write athousand pages ynih 
onequill.^ 

<^ Ah I sir,^ said the hid, who listened to the 
goldsmith, though instructing him in Ins own 
trade, with an air of TeneratioD and acquiea* 
cence, << how sune ony puir creature like mysell 
may rise in the world, wi^ the instruction of such 
a man as your worship T 

'* My instructions are few, Andrew, soon told, 
and not hard to practise. Be honest-^-be tndus* 



tr kwiU'iMb e fta^ a3Ml yoti wM MlolitWMiliy^iMi 
add MroniMfK^-^IbrB^ oopj nie tbik Stq^culiofe^ 
viymHT best7ani lAMt^feimal buid. I viU w«U 
bg^you'tiUi'itWdoiiei^ - 

The jsmh Med Bot lui/ejre from die piqpiiW 
aad laidiiot the |)ai'£rMft bi»haild| until itbelMk 
warfiniabedto'lJiiietiii^igii^ TJhe 

dtizen then gave the young' flocWwsr «»:aii|08)^ 
and faiddiBg fan^on bb life, to benecafieiiiDell buf- 
wtest^entstisted to hiiti^ agdnmottfUed^hMmfdi^ 
tttd*vode*oii weBtwfiM almg tte'Slraiid. 

It ttaj beworth inUlie tp gdwimt oiir iMdffl»» 
tifaat' Ae Tanple^Biir ^riiMi: BiBiaol poeaed,. ww 
nut tbearebed flOKif^ ^ gataiiiiy> of tte pwnwi g 
day, but an open railing, or palisade^ wbiob at 
mt^ aodia- tiiBloa of alatfyi^nw e)jEMd*iiitli a 
bamcMie of poM^iimL oliaw^ Th^Sumdateo^ 
almg wiiiebrbervode^.iman^ a^no^r, a0wtioi]e& 
stceei^. akboH^'it waabeginns^ alranly t^ a«^ 
aume tbai duuraoter^ I^ stuUl w^t, ba-coiifiis* 
dered as an open road, vlMga Ae-jmiA' sldeoC 

to'tbd Bobiliiyi hwfipg. gK^m/ti^MA ihMdi 



fbr the <ss»kvmmiaB of taking boat, irliick maii- 
ocMas bii^e bj^iWUhed the luufltei of their lordly 
owners to many of the straetir Ittiding fiaom tbe^ 
SkmoA^ tO'the'TImmosi The uotdi side of. the 
Stfand^frafralaoa long line of hoasesyhefaoiid 
wltiieb$ a9'Ui- Sainl?' ]!l£ai1tti?S' Lane, and othar, 
pointy boildrngfli wei« fapdlyambg; hut Co* 
vai^Garden waa still a/ gatdeo, 'm the hj^veh 
satae <^ thenford) or at le«it but beginning to^ 
be studdi^d witJl irregukif buildbigs* iUl that was 
pasmi^g around, howevei^ markecb the x«|jd in* 
d^ase 0I a eapkul whiah hsad long enjoyed peaae, 
wealth, and a regufaff ^vwniaaat^ Hpufieawere' 
aribang IB e^ery diveetionj and| the abrowd eye ofl 
our- (^SsOT already saw^ the period not distant^ 
whieh shottld convert then^^ly^ofMn' highway » 
on wbiel^ he tmvelled, into^ooanected and legu^.' 
lar street uiiilmg tlle«ttiivt and Ihe tow» with the 
city of Lodldb^. 

^fe next' passed iShmngCwa^ Wiieh was no ' 
longer tike pllMuant^ solitaxy village at whidi the 
jttd^' w^^ Wont to hveakfiu^ on thdir way to^ 
^estaanster Hall ; andb^an toresenrible the $r* 



terjr thioug^ vhidi, ta use JqhiUKiii^s e9cpraiwD» 
<< pours the full tide of IiCmdoapo|iuktioB.^ The 
buildiiigs were impiiUy iocrefisiiigy yet scarady 
gave even a faint idea of its present appearaope. 
At last Whitehall received ourtraveller^ who 
passed under one of the heautif|il ga^ designed 
hy Hnlbetn, ai»d composed of t^eiselated briclu 
worik, being the same tp whieh Moniplie^ had 
pro&nely likened the Wjiest-Fprt o£ Edinburi^ 
and entered the ample precincts of the palace of 
Whitehall, now full of all the confusion attend- 
ing improvement It iras just at the time wh^ 
James, little suspecting that be was employed in 
ooQStructing a palace, from the window of which 
bis only son was to pass to die upon a scaffold be^ 
fore it, was bimed in removing the andent and 
ruinous buildings of De Burgh, Hairy VIII., 
and Queen Elizabeth, to make ifay for the superb 
architecture on which Inigo Jcmes exerted all his 
genius. The King, ignorant of futurity, i^as now 
engaged in presoiig on his wcvk, and for that 
purpose still maintained his royal apartments at 
Whitehall, amidst the rubbish of dd buildii^ 
and &e various ccmf uaicm attending the erecticxi 



•V 



TflS FOBTVNVS OT NIGEL. 128 

of the new pile^ whieh formed at present a laby- 
rinth not easily t6 be traTersed. 

The goldsmith to the Royal Household, and 
irho, if fame spoke true, oftentimes acted as their 
banker, (for these professiojis were not as yet s^ 
parated from each other,) was a person of too 
much impottance to receive the slightest ioteiw 
ruption from cenlinel or porter ; and leaving hb* 
isiule and two of his followers in jfcfae outer court, 
he gently knocked at a postern-gate of the build- 
ing, and was presently admitted, while the most 
trusty of his attendants followed him closdy mth 
the piece of plate under his arm. This man also 
he left behind him in an anti-room, where three 
or tour pages in the royal livery, but untnissed, 
unbuttoned, and dressed more carelessly than the 
place and nearness to a King's person seemed to 
admit,werepIayingatdiceanddraughts,orstretdi« 
ed' upon benches, and slumbering with half-shu^ 
eyes. A corresponding gallery, which opened 
from the anti-room, was occupied by two gentle-' 
men-uribers of the chamber, who gave each ai smQe 
of recognition as tile- wealthy goldsmith entered. 
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£ki. ward was* «p(4i:|m. w eitbiar adi$, hut cM qC 
the ushers looked .fii^t to.H^rioty and thm to ai 
Iktle dcKNf baUkd^md hy, the tiipa^» which 
scented: to sajf as j^ain ai^ a look oQuId— *<< Li^ 
jtoiis busiii^sa that wi^ r The intiz^o ppdded». 
and the ; courtF-altteodaiit^ movipg oqj tif toe and- 
with aa mudi cautioA>a& ^ the floor had heea 
pa^ed with' eggp» advanced ta the dpor», opened 
i(,gsiitiy, and spoke a few words ii| a low Um^ 
The broad' Soottisb aooeat «f JBang James was 
heavd iii repty^-^^ Admit him instantarj MaXr 
weJUL Hat«3!^Mrboiiied(»elaag|ittfaeooitft9 
aodsnot learned that gold and olyer is erer wel- 
comer 

. The uab^ ago^ toH/^t to advance, and 
the hoMSPt dtiim was presently introduced into 
the cabinet €xf the Sovereign, 

. The scene ci confiision aoaid which he found 
the King seated^ was no bad picture of the state 
and quality c^ James's own mind. There was 
mudh that waaxich a^dcostlj^ in cabinet ]^tures 
and valuable oisiam^Qts^ but they w^e slovenly. 
anmigedy covered with dipit, a^d lost half ^bfuc 
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yaiue, or at least thdtr elfect, firom the manner in 
which they were presented to the eye. The table 
was loaded with huge folios, amongst which lay 
fight books of jest, and ribaldry; and amongst 
notes of tinnaereifully long ortdons, and essays on 
Jdng^raft, were mingled miserable roundek and 
fadOads by the royal Trentioe, as he styled him- 
aelf, in the art of poetry, and sdiemes for the ge- 
neral paoficataon of Europe, with a list of the 
names of the ICng^shomids, aod remedies against 
canine madness. 

The Eang^s dress was of green Telvet, qnihed 
so full as to be dagger^piroof, which garehlm 
the appearance of dumsjr and ungainly 'protdbB^ 
raaee ; while its benig bnttonedawry cammtmi- 
cated to his^goce an air of distortion. Over his 
green doublet he wore asad-coloured night-gown, 
out of the pocket of which peeped Us hunting- 
horn. Bis high-crowned grey hat lay on the floor, 
covered with dust, but -oicircled by a carkanet 
of large balas rubies ; and he wore a bhie velvet 
nightcap, in the front of which was piaoed the 
plume of a heron, wUoh had been struck down 
by a favourite hawk in some critical moment of 
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1^ fl%lit, in rememtiraace c^ vUck tlie Siog 
wore this highly honoured feather* 

But 8udi inoonsisteiides in dieHrand Bsppms/^ 
ments were mere outward types of those whicb 
existed in the royal character, xenderingit a sub- 
jeet of doubt amongst his contemporaries, and 
bequeathing it as a problem to future historiaiis. 
He was deeply learned, without p os s e s wi^g us^ 
ful knowledge; sagacious in manj^ indi^ud 
cases, without having real wisdom ; fond of hta- 
power, and desirous to maintain and augment jl, 
yet willing to reflign the direction of that and 
of hiauelf, to the most unworthy favourites^ 
a big and bdd assertor of his r^ts in w(»ds, 
yel one who tumdy saw Aem tramfjed on in 
deeds; a lover of negodatkms, in which he was- 
always outwitted; and a fearer of war, where 
conquest might have been easy. He was fend of 
his dignity, while he was perpetually degrading 
it by undue familiarity ; capaUe of much puUic 
labour, yet often neglecting it ibr the meanest 
arausement ; a wit, though a pedant ; and a scho- 
lar, though fond of the omiversi^n of the ^gno- 

3 
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Foat ftud tmedmatecL Eveidhbtiniidityof tein* 
perwas ncft maform, and there were raomentsof 
liis life, anod thoee critieal, in which he shewed 
the tspint cfrUs anoastors. He was labocioua in 
trifles, and a trifler whete aerious labour waa re- 
quired ; desrout in his sentiments^ and yet too 
oftea pro&ne in his ki^nage ; just and bene&. 
cmt l^ nature, he yetgaTe ws^to^theiniqmtite 
and oppressioa of cithem. He was pranriousi^ 
wpocAng money which he bad to give £"001 his 
own band, yet inconsiderately and unboundedly 
porofuse of that whidi he did not see. In a word, 
tbosTgood qualities whieh displayed Aemselves 
in particalar cases and oecauon^ wene not of a 
natuxe saSkaaaifyfym and comprehttimTe to re- 
gulate Ins general omduct ; and, slewing them- 
selves as they occasionally did, only en^ed James 
to the character bestowed on Mm by Solly«-4liat 
he was the wisest fool in Cknstendom. 

That tiie licatimes of this monaardi might be 
as little of a jnece as his character, he, certainly 
the least able of the Stuarts, succeeded peace- 
ably to that kingdoai, against the power of which 
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bis pKcdeoesaotfrhidly itiihMommkdiKibaity, de- 
fianded has oatire Unoae. And^ k8dy,:idilboi^ 
his mgn appJMBed c»kwkt#d ta entme to Gcttt 
Bntain that ksdng tfanquiUity md julevdsl 
pesoe wfaieh so Biodb suited :the.Kiilg*^s diqposi- 
tiooy ydL^ dming that v^tty rag% ▼erfe smm 
lliase seods of dmeomtm^ #lu6h, like the tei^of 
the fabulous dragon, had their .hanrsst ia )a 
.Uoodj and unbrefial difil wsr. 

Sadi vas the maMxdi^ who» salutbg Haviot 
&Bdliarly by the same of imffing CSr^osdie, {Sar 
it was his watLkaMmn cu«tciii to giwc nidk^naims 
to all his CuBoiliaiSy) iuqturad what tew dattfr- 
traps he bad hiou^t with hlBi» tci eb^at lus hnr- 
fttl and native Prince out of hia silkr. 

'^ God finrlnd, my U^te^ md the citiacQ, 
^< that I Aould have any audi ddo^ purpose. 
I did but briiig.a piece of plalie to sheir to your 
most gradous Majesty, which, bothloF ^subjoet 
and for the wcurkwansbip, I were loth toiput into 
th6 hands df saiy sulgeet un^ I Jmew your Ma- 
je^^s pleasure ammt it.^ 

** Body o' me, knan» let's see it» H^riot ; dioilgh. 
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by my ffinll, Sleeiiie^g fiemce o^ plate was cae dear 
a bargain, I bad ^maiat pawned my word as a 
Boyal King) to keep my ain gold and fiilver in 
futore, and let you, Geordie, keep yours.'' 

^ Respecting &e Duke of Buckuigham's 
plate," said the gddi^itby '^ your Majesty was 
pleased to &x^ that ]K> expence should be 
spared, a^d-—*^'' 

^^ What siginfies what I dei^ecl, man ? when 
a wise man is with fules and bairns, he maun 
e'en play at the chucks. But you should have 
had mair sense aiid consideration than to gie 
Bailie Charles and Steenie their am gate ; they 
wad hae floored tlie very rooms wi' »lver, and 
i wonder they didna.'* 

George Heriot bowed, and said no more. He 
knew his master too well to vindicate himself 
otherwise than by a distimt allusion to his or^er ; 
and Ji^nes, with whom economy was only a tran- 
ittent and momentttry twinge of conscience, be- 
came immediately afterwards desirous to see the 
piece of plate which the goldsmith proposed to 
exhibit, and dispa^died Maxwell to bring it to 

VOL. I. I 
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his j»e8e&ce. In the meanUme he demanded of 
the dtizen whence he had procured it 

<< From Italy, may it please your Majesty^^ 
replied Heriot 

^ It has naetlung in it tending to papestrie ?*** 
said the King^ looking graver than his wont 

<< Surely not, please your Majesty,^ said He- 
riot ; *' I were not wise to bring any tfamg to 
your presence that had the mark of the beast^^ 

<^ You would be the mair beast yourself to 
do so,^ said the King ; << it is well kenned thai 
I wrestled wi^ iDagon in my youth^ and smote 
him on the groundsill of his owtt temple ; a gude 
evidaice that I should be in time called, however 
unworthy, the Defender of the Faith.— -But here 
ocmes Maxwell, bending under his burthen, like 
the GUilden Ass of Apuleius.^ 

Heriot hastened to relieve the usher, and to 
place the embossed salver, for such it was^ and 
of extraordinary dimensions^ in a light favour- 
aUe for his Majesty'^s viewing the sculpture. 

^* Saul of my body, man,^ said the King, *< it 
is a curious piece,, and, as I think, fit for a King's 
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dudmer; and the subject, as you say. Master 
George> vera adequate and beseeming— bdng^ 
as I see, the judgment of Solomon«-*a prince in 
whose paths it weel becomes a^ leevmg monarchs 
to walk with emulation.^ 

*^ But whose footsteps,^ said Maxwell, '< only 
one of them-— if a subject may say so much— - 
hath ever ovelrtaken.^ 

^' Hand your tongue, for a fause fleeching 
loun,^ said the King, but with a smile on his 
faice that shewed the flattery had done its part. 
'* Look at the bonnie piece of workmanship, and 
haudjour clayering tongue.— -And whase handy* 
work may it be, Geordie ?^ 

'^ It was wrought, sir,^ replied the goldsmith^ 
'^ by the famous Florentine, Benvenuto CeUini, 
and designed for Frauds the First of France ; 
but I hope it will find a fitter master.^ 

^' Frauds of France 1^ said the King ; ^* send 
Solomon, King of the Jews, to Frauds of France ! 
—-Body of me, man^ it would have kythed Cel- 
lini mad, had he neveif done ony thing else out of 
the gate. Frauds f— why, he was a fighting fule, 
mau*i-« mere fighting fule,— got himsell ta^en at 
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Fkvhtf likii out aitil^sivld atDurhanr tAiig »ynet'^ 
if ttey GDiiId hA6 ii6ht hitti SoIotittcM's irit, attd love 
df peaee sM gddHikic^, tbey %^ hde dune tiifli 
a better iuYis. Hv^ SblbiAon should sit in ofther 
gate company than Francis df F^ranoe.^ 

«< I tiliist that, such will be fais good fiHtufie,^ 
said If erisElt* 

<< It is a curious and vera an^dal scid|ituie^^ 
slAd the King, ilk Continuation ; '^ but yet^ me- 
tMnks-, the c^rucifix, 6t tx^ciitimet there^ is 
brandishing his gulley oWer n*ar Hit Eiig's faee^ 
9^&tx>g lie is Wfthin reildl df tns "We&pbn. I tUnk 
le^ irisdom tha^ Solomon^s wald haV6 ta&gfat 
him that there was danger in ec^e^tools^ and that 
be wkld have Indd^ the smaik either sheath his 
iriiable^ or stand fartflc^ back."^ 

George Heiiot cfildcAvour^ tb alteviKte flAs 
objection, Iby assuring the King that tb^ vicinity 
betwixt Solomon loid the executioner W£fs ncilrer 
in appearilnce than in reality, and tlmt the per«- 
spective should be allowed for. 

" Gang to the de*il wi' your prospective, man^^ 
«ald the King ; " there canha be a waur {H«p^o- 
ti Ve for a lawfu' ki^g, Wha Irishes to rei^ in luve, . 
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i^d 4ip in pe^ce apd bmaur, tban to have na- 
iled swof4$ flashing in hi3 oen* I am accounted 
as brave as msxst fplks ; and yet I profess to ye 
I couI4 never look on a hare blade without blink- 
ing and ivi^king* But a' thege&er it is a brave 
piece ; — 9|id what 19 the price of it, man ?* 

The gpld^mitb replied by observing, diat it 
was Qot his own pvopertyi but that of a distress- 
ed cpi|)atrynian« 

*^ Wbilfe: you mean to mak your excuse for 
asking the double of its w(»:th, I warrant,'^ an* 
$Wj^ed the King. <^ Z ken the tricks jof you bur- 
nowfr^town merchants, man.^ 

*^ I have no hopes of baffling your Mit]esty*s 
ittg«4ty»^ $^ Hexwt ; '^ the tpiece is really what 
I say, ;and the price a huadxed and fifty pounds 
sjt^rling, if it pleases your M[^e&l;y to make pre- 
sent p^yment.^ 

^^ A hundred and ^y pai|ds, m^ I and as 
mc^y witdies and warlocks tq raise them r said 
the irritated Monarch. ^^ My sauI, Jingling 
Geordie, ye are minded that your purse diall 
jingle to a boonie :ti|me ! — How am I to tell you 
4uwn a l^undced and fifty punds for w^t w^il 
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not weigh as many merks ? and ye ken that my 
very household servitors, and the officers of my 
mouth, are sax months in arrear P 

The goldsmith stood his ground against, all 
this objurgation, as being what he was weU aiv 
customed to, and only answered, that, if his Ma- 
jesty Uked the piece, and desired to possess it, the 
price could be easily settled. It was true that the 
party could not want the money, but he, George 
Heriot, would advance it on his Majesty's ac- 
count, if such were his pleasure, and wut his 
royal convenienqr for payment, for that and 
other matters ; the money, meanwhile, lying at 
the ordinary usage. 

^< By my honour,* said James, *^ and that is 
speaking like an honest and reasonable trades- 
man. We maun get another subsidy fnie the 
Commons, and that will make ae compting of it 
Awa wi^ it. Maxwell — awa wi^ it, and let it be 
set where Steenie and Babie Charies diall see 
it as they return from Richmond.-^— And now 
that we are secret, my good auld friend Gkoiw 
die, I do truly opine, that speaking of SoIohkhi 
^i|d ourselves, the hail wisdom in the counlsjF 
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left Scotland, when we took our trayek to the 
Southland here.^ 

George Heriot was courtier enougb to say, 
'*< that the wise naturally follow the wisest, as 
sti^ follow their leader.^ 

<^ Troth, I think there is something in what 
thou sayest,^ said James; ** for we ourselves, 
and those of our court and household, as thou 
thyself, for example, are allowed by the English, 
for as self-opinioned as they are, to pass for reap- 
sonable good wits ; but the brains of those we 
have left behind are all astir, and run clean hir- 
die-girdie, like sae mony warlocks and witches 
on the Devil^s Sabbath-e^en.^ 

<< I am sorry to hear this, my Uege,^ said He* 
riot. ^^ May it please your grace to say what 
our countrymen hare done to deserve such a 
character ?^ 

<* They are become frantic, man—clean brain- 
crazed,^ answered the King. '< I cannot keep 
them out of the Court by all the proclamations 
that the heralds roar themselves hoarse with. 
Yesterday, nae farther gmie, just as we were 
mounted, and about] to ride forth, in rudhied a 
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thorough Bdinbttrg^ guttcrUood— « i^agged rafr* 
cal, eveij dud upon whose blick was bidduag 
good^lay to Ihe otberi with a coat imd hai tbat 
would have sarved a peaf&Jbogl^ and^ wkhont 
havings or reverence, thrusts iBto our bandi^ 
lik^ a stuidj beggar, scHkie Sppplicattcn about 
debts owing bjr our gracidus mother, and sic*- 
like trash ; whereat the horse qpai^on end, and^ 
blit for ou^ adikiirable sittiiigi wher^ we have 
been diought to excel m»st aovereign prino^, as 
well as subjects, in Europe, I promise you we 
would have been laid eodlang oA the causeway.^ 

'^ Your Majesty,^ said Heriot, ^* is th^ com- 
mon father, and therefore they are the bolder to 
press into your gradcHis }N'eseBce,^ 

'^ I ken I am ptUer pfUriee well enough,^ said 
James ; ^^ but one would think they hadamiod 
to squeeze my puddings out, that they may di* 
vide the inheritance. Ud'^s deatb> Geoidie, there 
is not a loon among them can deliver a Stippliea* 
tion, as it said be done in the face of majesty.^ , 

*^. I would I knew the m^st fitting and be^ 
seeming mode to dp so,^ said Heriot, ^^ were il 
but to instruut our poor couo^rymen in b^to? ia« 
shions,"^ ^ 
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^< By my faalidome/ said the King, ^^ ye are 
a eeevileezed fellow, Geonlie, and I eare na if I 
fling awa a» much time as may teach ye. And, 
first, see jou^ sir — ^ye shall approach the pre^ 
sence of majesty thus,— shadowing yolir eyes with 
your hand, to testify that you are in the presence 
of the Vicegerent of Heaven.— Vara weel, George, 
that is done in a comely manner.-'^Theii, sir, ye 
sail kneel, and make as if ye would kiss the hem 
of oor garment, die latch of our shoe, or such 
like.*— Vara weel enacted-— whilk we, as being 
willing to be debonair and pleasing towards our 
lieges, prerent thu8,-^^and motion to you to rise ; 
— ^wbilk, having a boon to ask, as yet you obey 
not, but, Riding your fiand into your pouchy 
biing forth your Supplication, and plaoe it re- 
yereatially in our open palm.^ The goldsmith, 
who had toomplied with great accuracy with ail 
the prescribed points of the ceremonial, here 
completed it, to James'^s no smail astonishment, 
by placing in his hand the petition of the Lord 
of G^eDvarloeh, *^ What means this, ye fanse 
Icoii ?^* said he, reddening and sputtering ; ^< hae 
I been tourfaing you the manual eserdse, that y^ 
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fuld present your piece at our ain royal bod j ?— 
Now, by this light, I had as hef that ye had 
bended a real pistolet against me, and yet this 
hae ye done in my very cabinet, where nought 
Buld enter but at my ain jdeafiore.^ 

<* I trust, your Majesty,^ said Heriot, as he 
continued to kneel, ** will foigive my exercising 
the lesson you oondeseended to give me in the 
behalf of a friend ?^ 

<^ Of a frioid !^ said the Kii^ ; ^' so mudi the 
waur-HX> mudi the waur, I teU you* If it had 
been something to do a/our^eB good, there Would 
have been some sense in it, and some chance that 
you wald not have come back on me in a hurry ; 
but a man may have a hundred friends, and pe- 
titions for ev^ ane of them, ilk ane after other.* 

" Your Miyesty, I trust,'' said Heriot, " will 
judge me by former experience, and will not sus- 
pect me of such presumption.'*' 

<^ I kenna,'' said the placable monarch ; ^' the 
world goes daft, I think-- ^ecJ semd maanivifmu 
omnes'^thou art my old and fEUthful servaitf, 
that is the truth ; and, wer'^t any thing for thy 
own behoof, man, thou i^ouldest not usk twice^ 
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But, troth, Steenie loves me so dearly, that he 
cares not that any one should ask favours of me 
but himself.— ^Maxwell, (for the usher had re- 
entered after having carried off the plate,) get 
into the anti-chamber -wV your lang lugs.-— In 
conscience, Greordie, I think as that thou hast 
been mine ain auld fiduciary, and wert my 
goldsmith when I might say with the Ethnic 
poet— iVbn mea renidei in domo lacu/nar'-^tory 
faith, they had pillaged my mither^s auld house 
sae, that beechen bickers, and treen trenchers, 
and latten platters, were whiles the best at our 
board, and glad we were of something to put on 
them, without quarrelling with the metal of the 
cUdies. D'^ye mind, for thou wert in mabt of our 
complots, how we were fain to send sax of the 
Blue-banders to harry the Lady of Loganhouse^s 
dow-oote and poultry-yard, and what an awfu^ 
plaint the poor dame made against Jock of 
Milch, and the thieves of Annandale, wha were 
as sackless of the deed as I am of the sin of 
murther ?" 

^^It was the better for Jock,^ said Heriot; << for 
it I remember weel^ it saved him from a strap* 
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• fing up at Dinnfiie^y whidi he bad wedi deserved 
for other misdeediB.^ 

^^ Ay, man, mind ye that T said the Kio^ ; 
*^ but be had other virtues^ (at be was a tight 
huntsman, moreover, that Jock of Milch, aod 
opuld hollow to a hound till all the WQod» rang 
again. But he came to an Annitndale end at 
the last, for Jjord Torthorwfdd run his laiMse out 
through bim.-'-Cockaoails, man, wh^ J thifil^ 
of these wild passages, i^ my conscience, J am not 
sure but we lived memer in auld Holyrood ui 
these shifting d^ys, than now whm w<e ane dwells 
ing at heck and manger. Caniabii vacutis^^wt 
had but liuie to care for.^ 

^* And if your Majesty please to remember,*^ 
said the gpkbmith^ ^^ the awful task we had to 
gather silver-vessail and gold-woik enough to 
make soeie Bfaewbefore the Spaoisli Ambassador.'^ 

<< Vera true,^ said \h» King, now in a full tide 
of gossip, ^^ and I mind not the name of the rigfit 
leal lord that hd^^ed us with every unce he had 
in his house, that his native Prince migbt have 
^ome cnadit in the eyes of them that had the In« 
dies M thek bedL^ 
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" I think if your M^esty,^ said the dtixen, 
^* will 6ast your eye on the paper in your haad, 
yM will recollect his name.'^ 

^* Ay !^ said the King, ^* say ye sae, man ?^^ 
Lord 61eklVflrk)6h) that was his name indeed*^— 
Jtisitis et tenax propomH^^A. jiMt maa, but at 
dbstinate as a baited bull. He aliood whiles agmnst 
US) that Lord Randal Oiifaunt of Glenvaaioch^ 
but he was a loving and a laal subject in Att 
in£dn. But this supphcator vdaun be his wtii-^ 
Randal has b^en long gone whefe king and kard 
mtist go, Geotdie, as well as the like of you«^ 
und what does his son want with us F"^ 

<^ The settlement,^^ ansWei^ the citizen, ^ of 
a large debt due by your Majesty ^s treasury, for 
money advanced to your Majesty in great state 
emergency, about the time of die Raid of Ruth* 
ven.'* 

^< I mind the thing weel,^ s»d King James^^ 
^' Od^s death, man, I was just out of the clutdies 
of the Master of Glamis and bis complices, and 
there was never siller mair welcome to a bora 
Prince,*— the mair the shame and pity that crown- 
ed King should need sic a petty sum. But what 
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need he dun ub for it, man, like a baxter at tbe 
breaking ? We aught him the siller, and will pay 
him wi** our convenience, or mak it otherwise up 
to him, whilk is enow between prince and sub- 
ject—We are not in meditiUione JhgcPy man, to 
be arrested thus peremptorily*^ 

^^ Alas I an it please your Majesty,'^ said the 
goldconith, shaking his head, ^< it is the poor 
young nobleman^s extreme necesmty, and not his 
will, that makeshimimportunate; for hemust have 
mmiey, and that briefly, to discharge a debt due 
to Peregrine Peterson, Conservator of the Privi- 
leges at Campvere, or his haill hereditary barony 
and estate of Glenvarlodb will be evicted in vir- 
tue of an unredeemed wadset*^ 

^^ How say ye, man— how say ye ?^ exclaimed 
the King impatiently ; ^^ the carle of a C<Hiserva» 
tor, the son of a Low-Dutch skipper, evict the 
auld estate and lordship of the house of Olifaunt ? 
-— God^s bread, man, that maun not be— we maun 
suspend the diligence by writ of favour, or other- 
wise.'' 

^^ I doubt that may hardly be,'' answered the 
dtizen, '^ if it please your Majesty ; your learn- 
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edoounseliii thelawof Scotland advise^ that there 
18 no remeid but in paying the money.^ 

<< Uds fishy^ said the King, <^ let hun keep 
haud by the strong hand against the carle, until 
we can take some order about his afflurs.^ 

^< AlasP insisted the goldsmith, ^ if it like 
your Majesty, your own pacific goyemmeift and 
your doing of equal justice to all men, has made 
main force a kittle line to walk by, unless just 
within the bounds of the Highlands.^ 

^* Weel^-weel— -weel, man,^ said the perplexed 
monarch, whose ideas of justice, expedience, and 
convenience^ became oa such occasions strangely 
embroiled ; '^ just it is we should pay our debts, 
that the young man may pay his ; and be must 
be paid, and m verbo regis he shall be paid-— 
but how to come by the siller, man, is a difficult 
diapter — ye maun try the city, Creordie.^ 

<* To say the truth,^ answered Heriot, << please 
your gracious Majesty, what betwixt loans and 
b^evolaices, and subsidies, the city is at this 
present ^ 

<' Donna tell me ctf what the dty is,"* said King 
James ; << our Exchequer is as dry as Dean Gileses 
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dkoounei an. the penite&tiAry puim^^Ex nih^ 
nihil JU-^lCn ill taking the breeks ftff a wild 
Highlendman — xhsj that come to me for siller^ 
shoiiid tdi ise bdir to come by it^-tke eitj ye 
maun try, Heriot ; and donna think to be ealkd 
Jingling Geoidie t<x notfaing«*«nd in verba regis 
I wiU pay the lad if you get me the loan*-«I 
wonnot liaggk <m the terms ; aad between yoa 
and me, Geoirdie, we will redeem the brave auld 
estate of GlenTarlodi.— But wh^ef<»e comes not 
the young lord to Court, Heriot — is he comely 
•«-u he presentable in lihe presence P^ 

^ No one can be more so,^ said GecHrge He* 
riot ; « but—'' 

*' Ay, I tmdemtand ye,"* «dd his Maje^ty-^ 
<^ I imderstand ye-*-jBe» ongtuia 4om»-*puir lad 
-— puir lad !--«and hk father a right true leal 
Scots heart, though stiff in some opinions. Hisrk 
ye, Heriot, let the lad hare twa hundred pounds 
to fit him out And, here-^eFe— ^tdcing the 
caroanet of rulnes from his old hat)-«ye have 
had these in pledge before for a larger sum, ye 
auld Levite that ye are. Keep'^them in gage, till 
I gie ye back the siller out of the next subndy.** 

13 
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<< If it ple^ae your Majesty to give me such 
directioiMi in writing,^ eaid the cauUou» citizen. 

" The de*il is in your nieety, Creorge,'' said 
the King ; <^ ye are as preceese as a Puptan in 
form^ and a more Nullifldian in the marrow of 
the matter. May not a King'^s word serve you 
for advancing your pitiful twa hundred pounds P"^ 

<* But not £ar detaining the crown jewels,^ 
said George Heriot. 

And the Kiogy who from Ic^g experience was 
inured to dealing wi^h suspicious creditors, wrote 
an order upon George Heriot, his well4)eloved 
goldsmith and jeweller, for the sum of two hun- 
dred pounds, to be paid presently to Nigel Oli- 
fftunt, Lord of Glenvarlod^ to be imputed as so 
much debts due to him by the crown ; and autho- 
riang the retention of a carcanet of balas rubies, 
with a great diamond, as described in a Cata- 
logue of his Majesty'^s Jewels, to remain in pos- 
session of the said George Heriot, advancer of 
the said sum, and so forth, until he was lawfully 
contented and paid thereof. By another rescript, 
his Majesty gave the said George Heriot direc- 
tions to deal with some of the moneyed men, upon 
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equitaUe terms, for a sum of money for his Ma- 
jestj''s present use, not to be under 50,000 merks, 
but as much more as could convenientty be pro- 
cured. 

** And has he ony lair, this Lord Nigel of 
ours ?^ said the King. 

George Heriot could not exactly answer this 
question ; but believed *< the young lord had 
studied abroa^-^ 

'^ He dudl hare our own advice,^ said the 
Kng, '^howto carry on his studies to mabt ad- 
vantage ; and it may be we will have him come to 
court, and study with Ste^iie, and Babie Charles. 
And, now we think on't, away — away, George— 
for the bairns will be coming hame presently, 
and we would not as yet they kenned of this mat- 
ter we have been treating anent Prcpera pe* 
dem^ O Geordie. Clap your mule between your 
houghs, and god-den with you.^ ' . 

Thus ended the conference betwixt the gentle 
King Jamie and his benevolent jeweQei" and gdd« 
smith. 



/ 
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CHAPTER VI. 



O I do know him— 'tis the mouldy lemon 
Which our court wits will wet their lips withal, . 
When they would sauce their honied conversation 
With sotoewhat sharper flayour.— -Marry, sir. 
That virtue's well nigh left him— all the juice 
That was so sharp and poignant, is squeezed out ; 
While the poor riod, although as- sour as ever. 
Must season soon the draff we give our grunters, 
For two-leggM things are weary on*t. 

The Chamberlain-'A Comedy, 



The good company invited by the hospitable 
dtizen-asseinbled at his house in Lombard-street 
at the ** hollow and hungry hour^ of noon, to 
partake of that meal which divides the day; being 
about the time when modern persons of fashion, 
turning themselves upon their pillow, begin to 
think, not without a great many doubts and much 
hentation, that they will by and by commence it. 
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Thither came the young Nigel, arrayed plainly, 
but in a dress, nevertheless, more suitable to his 
age and quality than he had formerly worn, ac 
companied by his servant Moniplies, ^hose out- 
ride also was considerably improved. His solemn 
and stem fisAtures glared forth from under a blue 
velvet bonnet, fantastically placed sideways on his 
head— he had a sound and tough coat of English 
blue broad-cloth, which, unlUce his finmer vest- 
ment, would have stood the tug of all the appren« 
tices in Fleet-street The buckler and broadsword 
he wore as the arms of his condkiim, and a neat 
ffllver badge, bearing his lord*s arms, announced 
that he was an appendage of aristocracy. He sat 
down in the good citizen^s buttay, not a little 
pleased to find lus attendance upon the table in 
the hall was like to be rewarded with his share of 
a meal such as he had sddom partaken of. 

Mr David Ramsay, that profound and inge^ 
nicHiB mechanic, was safely ooiklucted to Lorn* 
bard-street, according to promise, wdl wadied, 
brushed, and cleaned, from tiie soot of the ftm- 
nace and the Ibige. I£s daugfatev Cttme with 
him, a girl about twenty yeurs old, very pretty. 
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very demure, jet with lively black «ye8, that ever 
wad aaoB oontnidieted the expresncm of sobriety, 
to which ffllence, reserve, a plain velvet hood, 
aad cambric ruff, had oondemied Mistress Mar- 
get» as die daiighter of a quiet ddzes. 

There wieie also two dttzoM and merchants 
ot Londcm, men ample in doak, and many-link. 
ed golden chain, well to pass in the world, and 
exparienoed in tbmr <Hraft g{ merchandize, but 
who require no particular description. There 
was an ddaiy clergyman also^ in his gown and 
cassock, a decent venerable man, partaking in his 
manners of thp plainness of the ckiz^is amongst 
whom he had his cure. 

These may be dismissed with brief notice; but 
not so Sir Mungo Malagrowther, of Gimigo 
Castle, who clmms a little more attention, as an 
(urigiQdl character of the tone in which he flou- 



That good knight knodced at Master H^ot^s 
door just as the clock began to strike twelve, 
and was seated in bis duur ere the last strd^e 
had chimed. This gav^ the kn^ht an excellent 
opportunity of making sarcastic observations on 
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all who came later than faim^elf , Bot to mtetkn 
a few rubs at the expence of those who had bee& 
80 superfluous as to appear earlier. 

Having little or no property sa^e his bare de* 
signation. Sir Mungo had been early attached to 
Court in the capacity of whij^ing-boy^ as the 
office was then called, to King James the Sixth, 
and, with his Majesty, tnuned to all polite leani* 
ing by his celebrated preceptor, George Buchi^ 
nan* The office of whipjmig-boy doomed its un-' 
fortunate occupant to undeigo all the corporeal 
punishment which the Lord^s Anointed, whose 
proper person was of course sacred, might chance 
to incur, in the course of travelling through hie 
grammar and prosody. Under the stem ruk, in- 
deed, of Crecnrge Buchanan, who did not aj^rove 
cS the vicarious mode of punidhment, James 
bore the penance of his own faults, and Mungo 
Malagrowther enjoyed a sinecure; but James'^s 
other pedagogue. Master Patrick Young, went 
more ceremoniously to work, and appalled the 
very soul €xl the youthful king by the floggkigB 
which he bestowed on the whipping»boy, when 
the royal task was not suitaUy performjsd. And 
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be it told to Sir Muogo^s praiae, that there wem 
points about him iu the hi^iest reqpect suited 
to his official aituatipn. He had even in youth 
a. naturally irregular and grotesque set of fea- 
tures, which, when distorted by fear, pain, a$id 
anger, looked like one of the whimncal faces 
which present themselves in a Gothic cornice. 
His vckce also was high-pitched and querulous, so • 
that, when smarting under Master Peter Young^s 
unsparing inflictions, the expression of his gro^ 
tesque physiognomy, and the super-.human yells 
which he uttered, were well suited to produce all 
the .effects on the monarch who deserved the lash, 
that could possibly be produced by seeiqg ano« 
ther and an innocent individual suffering fpr his 
delict 

Sir Mungo Malagrowther, for such he became, 
thus got an early footing at court, which another 
would have improved and maintained. But whai 
he grew too big to be whipped, he had no other 
means of rendering himself acceptaUe. A Utter, 
caustic, and backbidng humour, a malicious wit, 
and an envy of others more prosp^ous than the 
possessor of sueh amiaUe quaUties, have notio- 



159 TH« FORTUNES OF MIGSL. 

deed always beeaiound obstacles to a oouTtier^s 

rise; bat thea they must be amalgamated with n 

degrse of selfish mntiiiig and jNTudenoe^ of which 

Kr Mungo had no shafa His satire ran riot, 

his envy could not tcmeeel itself, and it was not 

long aftw his majority till he had as many qiuov 

rels ufM>n his hands as would have required a 

-eaf s nine Mves to tfiswer. In one of these tba^ 

eoMres he reoeived, perhaps we should say foir^ 

tunately , a wound^ which served him as an excuse 

for answering no invitations <^the kind in future. 

Sat RttUion Rattray, of Ram^uUion, cut (iffy in 

movtat combat, three of the fingers ctf his right 

hand, so that Sir Mungo never could bcdd sword 

qpdn. At a later period, having wriUtt some 

satirical verses upon the Lady Cockpen, he reed« 

ved so iiev«re a chastisement from some persons 

employed for the purpose^ thi^ he was found half 

dead on the spot where they had thus dealt with 

him, and one ot his thighs having been broken, 

and iU set, gave him a bitch in Hb gait, with which 

hehobUed to bisgrave^ The lameness of his leg 

and hand, beddes idiat they added considennbly 

to the grotesque a{)pesranoe of this original. 
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proeured him in future a personal immunily from 
the mote dmgerous ooiiisequeneaB of Us own hiK 
moor; im^ he gradually grew old in the service 
of the eourty in n&tj of life and limb^ though 
without ieither making fin^ads or attaining pre- 
ferment Sometimes, indeed, the Kbg w«s amu- 
sed with hia caustic sallies, but he had never ait 
enough to improve the &vourabie opportunity ; 
and his enemies, (who were upon the matter the 
whole court,) always found means to throw^ Inm 
out of favour i^ain. The celebiated Ardbk 
Armstrong offered Sir Mungo, in Us generosity^ 
a skirt q£ his own fix)Ps coaty proposing thereby 
to communicate to hun the privileges and imm^ 
mties of a professed jesteis— <^ Fcht,^ si^the man 
of motley, *' Sir Mungo, as he goes on just now, 
gets no mcxre for a good jest than just the Kmg'^s 
pardon for having made it.^ 

Even in London, the gold«n shower v4iich feU 
around him, did not moisten the blighted fortunes 
of Sir Mungo Malagmwther. He grew <dd, deaf, 
and peevish — ^lost even the spirit id^iieh had for- 
m^ly animated his i^otures, and was barriy en- 
dured by Jamesy who, Uiough himself nearly as 
far stricken in years, retained, to an unusual and 
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erea an absurd deginee, the desire to be 8urpTHiiidF> 
ed by young people. Sir Mungo, thus fallen in* 
to the yellow leaf of years and fortune, shewed 
his emaciated form . and faded embr(»dery at 
court as seldom as his duty permitted ; and spent 
his time in indulging his food for satire^ in the 
public walks and in the aisles of Saint PauPs, 
which were then the general rescHrt of newsmongt^ , 
ers and characters of all descriptioni^ associ- 
ating himself chiefly with such of his country* 
men as he accounted of inferior birth and rank to 
himself. In this manner, hating and contemning 
commerce and those who pursued it, he never* 
theless lived a good deal. among the Scottish. arU 
ists and merchants who had followed the court 
to London. To these he could shew his cyni. 
cism without much offence, for some submitted 
to his jeers and ill-humour in deference to hii 
birth and knighthood, which in those days con* 
ferred high privileges ; and othars, of more senses 
pitied and endured the old man, unhappy alike 
in his fortunes and his temper. 

Amongst the latter was George Heriot, who, 
thougli his habits and education induced him tp 
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carry aristocratical feelings to a degree which 
would now be thought extravagant, had too much 
spirit and good sense to permit himself to^ be in- 
truded upon to an unauthorized excess, or used 
with' the slightest improper freedom, by such a 
person as Sir Mungo, to whom he was, neverthe- 
less, not only respectfully civil, but essentially 
kind and even generous. 

AcccM^mgly this appeared from the manner 
in which Sir Mungb Malagrowther conducted 
himself upon entering the apartment. He paid 
bis respects to Master Heriot, and a decent, el- 
derly, somewhat severe-looking female, in a coif, 
who, by the name of Aunt Judith, did the bo* 
amurs of his house and table, with little or no 
portion of the supercilious acidity which his sin- 
gular physiognomy assumed when be made ms « 
bow successively to David Ramsay and the two 
sober dtizens. He thrust himself into the con- 
versation of the latter, to observe, he had heard 
in PauPs that the bankrupt concerns of Pindi- 
vide, a great merchant, who, as he expressed it, 
.j had given the croWs a pudding, (and on whom 

9 
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be knew, from the sraoe authority, eadi of the 
honest atiisenB had eome unsettled dakn^) was 
like to prove a total loss-— ^^ stock and bloek, ship 
and cargo, keel and riggings all lost, now and for 
ever." 

The two citiaens grinned on eadi other, but, 
too prudent to make thrir private affisurs the 
subject of public discusnon, drew their head$( 
together, and evaded further oonvonatioD by 
qpeaking in a whisper. The old Scotdi knight 
next attacked the watchmaker with the same un- 
respective familiarity. ^'DaTie,^hesaid^*«''Da- 
vie^ ye donnard auldideot, haveyenoganemad 
yet with applying yoiir mathemaiical sdence^ as 
yecallit, to the Book of Apocalypse? lexpect- 
ed to have heard ye make out the «gn ai the 
beast as dear as a tout on a bawbee whistle.^ 

** Why, Sir Mungo,^ said the mech^nis^ after 
making an effort to recal to his recollection what 
had been said to him, and by whom, '^itmaybe 
that ye are nearer the mark than ye are yoursetl 
aware of— for taking the ten horns o^ the beast, 
ye may eaoly estimate by your digilal o ' 
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My d%i(s i you d-— d auld rusty good-for- 
nothing tiBie.pieoe T exclaimed Sir Mungo^ while 
betwixt jefit and earnest, he laid oa his hilt his 
hand, or rath» his claw, (for Sir RuUion'^s broad* 
sword had abridged it into that form,)-—** D^ye 
aaean to upbraid me with my mutilation ?^ 

Master Heriot interfWed. ** I cannot per- 
suade our friend David,^ he said, *' that sonp. 
tural prophedes are intended to remain in ob- 
scurity, until thar unexpected aocomplishment 
sbaU make, as in former days, that fulfilled which 
was written. But you must not exert your knigbt* 
ly ralour on him for all that.^ 

'< By my saul, and it would be throwing it 
away,*" said Sir Mungo, laughing. ^ I would as 
Soon set out with hound and horn to hunt a stur- 
died sheep, fcMr he is in a doze agmn^ and up to 
the chin in numerals, quotients, and dividends. 
—Mistress Margaret, my pretty honey ,^ for the 
beauty of the young citizen made even Sir Mnn- 
goMalagrowtheFs grim features relax themsdves 
a little, " Is your father always as entertaining 
as he seems just now ?^ 
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Bfistress Margaret simpered, bridled, looked 
to either side, then straight before her, and ha» 
▼ing assumed all the urs of bashful embarrass- 
ment and timidity which were necessary, as she 
thought, to cover a certain shrewd readinesa 
which really bdonged to her character, at length 
replied, '^ that indeed her father was very 
thoughtful, but she had heard that he took the 
habit of mind from her grandfather.** 

<* Your grandfather !^ said Sir Mungo, after 
doubting if he had heard her aright,—-^ said she 
her grandfather ! The lassie is dcstraught I 
ken nae wench on this ade of Temple Bas that 
is derived from so distant a relation.^ 

'^ She has got a godfather, however. Sir Mun- 
go^^ siud George Heriot, agun interfering ; ^ and 
I hope you will allow him interest enough with 
you to request you will not put his prettfr god- 
child *to so deep a blush.'*' 

<< The better— the better,"" said Sir Mungo. 
*' It is a credit to her, that, bred and bom with- 
in the sound of Bow-bell, she can blush for bbj 
thing ; and, by my saul. Master Geofge,** he 
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oontinaed, chucking the irritated amd reluctant 
damsel under the chin, ** she is bonny enough to 
make amends for her lack of ancestry, at least 
in such a region as Cheapside, where, d^ye 
mind m^, the kettle cannot call the poi'ridgo- 
pot ^" 

The damsel blushed, but not so angrily as be- 
fore. Master George Heriot hastened to inter- 
rupt the conclusion of Sir Mungo^s homely pro- 
verb, by introducing him personally to Lord 
Nigel; Sir Mungo could not at first understand 
what his host said. << Bread of heaven, wha say 
ye, man ?" 

Upon the name of Nigel Olifaunt, Lord Glen- 
vaiiodi, being again hollowed into his ear, he 
drew up, and, regarding his entertainer with some 
austerity, rebuked him for not making persons 
of quality acqudnted with each other, that they 
might exchange courtesies before they mingled 
with other folks. He then made as handsome 
and courtly a congee to his new acquaintance as 
a man mumed in foot and hand could do ; and 
dbserving he had known my lord, his father, bid 
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him welcome to London, and hoped he sbmikl 
aee him at eourt 

Nigd in an instant oomprehended, as well 
from Sir Mungo'^s manner^ as from a strict com* 
pres»on of their entertainer^s lips, which kitima* 
ted the suppresnon of a desire to laugh, that he 
was dealing with an m^nal of no ordinary de- 
seription, and aooordingh^ returned his oourte^ 
with suitable punctiliousness. Sir Mungo, in the 
aseanwhile, gaxedonhim with much earnestness; 
and^ as the contemplation of natund adrantages 
was as odious to him as that of wealth, or other 
adventidous benefits, he had no sooner complete* 
ly perused the hanbome form and good features 
of the young lorc^ than, like one of the comfort* 
en of the Man of Uaiz, he drew dose up tolnm 
to enlarge on the fonner grandenr <^ the Lofds 
of Glenvarloch, and the regret with which he 
had heard that their representative was not VkAj 
to possess the domains of his ancestrjr. Anon, 
te enkrged upon the beauties of the principal 
mansion of Glenvarloch ; the commanding »te 
of the old castle ; the noble expanse of tlie lake, 
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Stocked with wild-fowl for hawking; the com- 
manding screen of forest, terminating in a ttioun* 
tain-ridge abounding with deer, and all the other 
advantages of that fine and ancient barony, till 
Nigel, in spite of every effort to the contrary, was 
unwillingly obliged to sigh. 

Sir Mungo, skilful in discerning when the wi^ 
thers of those he conversed with were wrung, ob* 
served that his new acquaintance winced, and 
would willingly have pressed the discussion ; but 
the cook^s impatient knock upon the dresser with 
the haft of his dudgeon-knifb, now gave a signal 
loud enough to be heard from the top of the house 
to the bottom, summoning, at the same time, the 
serviDg-^en to place the dintier upon the table, 
and the guests to partake of it. Sir Mungo, who 
was an admirer of good cheer, (a taste which, by 
the way, might have some weight in reconciling 
his dignity to these city visits,) was tolled off by 
the sound, and left Nigel and the other guests 
in peace, until his anxiety to place himself in his 
due place of pre-eminence at the genial board was 
duly gratified. Here^ seated on the left hand of 
Aunt Judith, he beheld Nigel occupy the station 

VOL. I. L 
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of j«t higher honour on the right, dividing that 
natrpn from pretty Mistress Margaret ; but he 
saw this with the more patience, that there stood 
betwixt hi|n and the young lord a superb larded 
capon. 

The dinner proceeded according to the form of 
the times : All was excellent of the kind, and be- 

« 

aidiea the Scottish cheer promis^, the boaid di». 
played beef and pudding,^ the statutory didi^ties 
of Old England. A small cupboard of plate, very 
choicely and beautifully wrought, did not escape 
(he compliments of some of the company, and an 
oblique sneer from Sir Mungo, as intimating the 
, owner^s excellence in his own mechanical craft. 
<f I am not ashamed o( the workmanship, Sir 
Mungo,*^ said tbe honest citizen. ^^ They say a 
good cook knows how to lick his own fingers, and 
methinks it were unseemly that I, who have fur- 
nished half the cupboards in broad Britain, should 
have my own covered with paltry pewter.^ 

The blessing of the clergyman now set the 
guests at liberty to attack what was placed before 
them ; and the meal went forward with great de- 
^orum, until Aunt Judith, in further recom- 
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mendation of the capon, assured her oompany that * 
it was of a celebrated bre^ of poultry, which she 
had herself brought from Scotland. 

^' Then, Uke some of hu countrymen, madam,^ 
said the pitiless Sir Mungo, not without a glance 
towards his landlord, *^ it has beaa well larded 
in England.^ 

^^ There are some others of his countrymen,^ 
answered Master Heriot, ^< to whom all the lard 
in England has not been iable to render that good 
office.'' 

Sir Mungo sneered and reddened, the rest of 
the company laughed ; and the satinst,^ wh6 had 
his reasons for not coming to extremity with 
Master George, was silaxt fc»r the rest of the 
dinner. The dishes wer€ exchanged for confec- 
tions, and wine of the highest quality and flavour ; 
and Nigel saw the entertainments of the wealthi- 
est burgomasters which he had witnessed abroad, 
fairly outshone by the hospitality of a London 
citizen. Yet there was nothing ostentatious, or 
which seemed inconnstent with the degree of an 
opulent burgher. 

While the collation proceeded, Nigel, accords 
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« 

mg to the good breeding of the time, addressed 
his discourse principally^to Mrs Judith, whom 
he found to be a woman of a strong Scottish un- 
derstanding, more inclined towards the Puritans 
than was her brother Greorge, (for in that rela- 
tion she stood to him, though be always called 
her aunt,) attached to him in the strongest de- 
gree, and sedulously attentive to all his comforts. 
As t]be conversation of this good dame was nei- 
ther lively nor fasdnating, the young lord natu- 
rally addressed himself next to the old horologer^s 
very pretty daughter, who sate upon his left 
hand. From her, however, there was no ex- 
tracting any reply beyond the measure of a mo- 
nosyllable ; and when the young gallant had said 
the best and most complidsant things which his 
courtesy supplied, the smile that mantled upon 
her pretty mouth was so slight and evanescent, 
as scarce to be discernible. Nigel was beginning 
to tire of hb company, for the old citizens were 
speaking with his host of commercial matters in 
language to him totally unintelligible, when Sir 
Mungo Malagrowther suddenly summoned their 
attention. 
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That amiable personage had for some time 
withdrawn from the company into the recess of 
a projecting window, so formed and placed as to 
command a view of the door of the house, and 
of the street. This atuation was probably pre- 
ferred by Sir Mungo on account of the number 
of objects which the streets of a metropolis usu^ 
ally offer, of a kind congenial to the thoughts of 
a splenetic man. What he had hitherto seen pass- 
ing there, was probably of little consequence, but 
now a trampling of horse was heard without, and 
the knight suddenly exclaimed, — ^* By my faitii. 
Master George, you had better go look to shop ; 
for here comes Knighton, the Duke of Bucking- 
ham'*s groom, and two fellows after him, as if he 
were my Lord Duke himself.'' 

** My cash-keeper is below," smd Herlot, 
without disturbing himself, ^^ and he will let me 
know if his Grace's commands require my im- 
mediate attention.*" 

" Umph !— -cash-keeper ?" muttered Sir Mun- 
go to himself; " he would have had an easy of- 
fice when I first kenn'd ye/ But,** said he, speak- 
ing aloud, " Will you not come to the window. 
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at leest ? foe Kikigbton has trundled a piece of 
flihrer plate into your house^-ha ! ha ! ha !-'— trun^ 
died it upon its edge as a callan^ would drive a 
hoop. I cannot help laughing — ha ! ha 1 ha !— *^ 
at the fellowV impudence.^ 

<' I believe you could not help laughing,^ 
said George Heriot, tiaing up and leaving the 
room, '^ if your best'fiiend lay dying.^ 

*< Bitter that, my lord*— ha !^^ said Sir Mungo, . 
addressing NigeL *^ Our friend is not a gold- 
omith for nothing— he hath no leaden wit>-i4>ut 
I will go^ down and see what comes on\.^ 

Heriot) as he d^oended the stairs, met his 
cash-keeper coming up, with some concern in his 
facew ^^ Why, how now, Roberts,^ said the gcM- 
smith, ^^ what means all this, manP^ 

^* It is Knighton, Master H^iot, fix>m the 
court ; Knighton, the Duke's man. He brought 
back the salver you carried to Whitehall, flung 
it into the entrance as if it had been an old pew- 
t^ platter, and bade me tell you the King would 
have none of your trumpery.^ 

" Ay ! — indeed,^ said Geoige Heriot— -^^ncme 
of my trumpery ! — Come hither into thecompt- 
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ing-room^Boberts— Sir Mungo;'*^ be added, bow- 
ing to the knight, who had jcnned, and was pre- 
paring to follow them, '* I pray your for^ve- 
ness for an instant^ 

In virtue of this prohibition, Sir Mungo, who, 
as well as the rest of the company, had overheard 
what passed betwixt Oeorge Heriot add his cash, 
keeper, saw himself condemned to wait in theouter 
business-room, where he would havie endeavour- 
ed to slake his eager ctiiiosity by questioning 
Knighton ; but that emissary of greatness, after 
having added to the uncivil message of his mas- 
ter some rudeness of bis own, had again scaln^ 
pered westward, with his satellites at his heels. 

In the meanwhile, the name of the Duke of 
Buckingham, the onmipotent favourite both of 
the King and the Prince of Wales, had struck 
some anxiety into the. party which remained in 
the great parlour. He was more feared than be- 
loved, and, if not absolutely of a tyrannical dis- 
position, was accounted haughty, violent, and vin* 
dictive. It pressed on NigePs heart, that he him- 
self, though he could not conceive how, nor why, 
might be the original cause of the resentment of 

10 



168 THK FOBTUNSS OF NIGEL. 

the Duke against his benefactor. The others 
made their comments in whimpers, until the sounds 
reacfajed Ramsay, who had not heard a word of 
what had previously passed, but, plunged m those 
studies with which he connected every other in* 
ddent and event, took up only the catchword, a^ ^ 
replied, — *^ The Duke— the Duke of Bucking-^ 
ham^— George ViUiers-— ay— -I have spoke with 
Lambe. about him.^ 

** Our Lord and our Lady ! Now how can you 
say so, father?'^ said his daughter, who had 
shrewdness «ioi%h to see that her father was 
touching upon dangerous ground. 

« Why, ay, child,^ answered Ramsay; " the 
stars do but incline, they cannot compel. But 
well you wot, it is commonly said of his Grace, 
by those who have the skill to cast nativities, 
that there was a notable conjunction of Mars and 
Saturn— the apparent or true time of which, re- 
ducing the calculations of Eichstadius made for 
the latitude of Oranienburgh to that of London, 
gives seven hours, fifty-five xninutes, and forty- 
pne seconds ■ ^ 
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*< Hold your peace, old soothsayer,'*' said He- 
riot, who at that instant entered the room' with a 
calm and steady countenance ; ^' your calcula- 
tions are true and undeniable when they regard 
brass and wire, and mechanical force ; but future 
events are at the pleasure of Him who bears the 
hearts of kings in his hands.^^ 

"Ay, but, George,^ answered the watchmaker, 
** there was a concurrence of signs at this gentle- 
man^s birth, which shewed his course would be a 
strange one. Long has it been said of hira, he waa 
born at the very meeting of night and day, and 
under crossing and contending influences that may 
affect both us and him. 

Full moon and high aea> 
.Great man shalt thou be : 
Red dawning, stormy sky. 
Bloody death shalt thou die." 

'< It is not good to speak of such things,'** said 
Heriot, ^ especiallyof the great; stonewalls have 
ears, and a bird of the air shall carry the matter.'*^ 

Several of the guests seemed to be of their 
host's opinion. The two merchants took brief 
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leave, as if under ooDflctousness that sbmeihing 
was wrong. Mistress Margaret, her body-guard-' 
of '^prentices being in readiness, plucked her fa. 
ther by the sleeve, and rescuing him from a 
Inown study, (whether referring to the wheels of 
Time, or to that of Fortune, is uncertain,) wLah* 
ed good-night to her fiiend Mrs Judith, and 
received her god-father's blessing, who, at the 
same time, put upon her slender finger aringof ' 
much taste and some value ; for he seldom suf- 
fered her to leave him without some token of his 
affecdon. Thus honourably dismissed, and ac- 
companied by her escort, she set forth on her rei- 
tum to Fleet Street 

Sir Mungo had bid adieu to Master Heriot as 
he came out from the back oomptmg-room, but 
sudi was the interest which he took in the affairs 
of his friend, that, when Master George went up 
stairs, he could not help walking into that sanctum 
sanctorum, to see how Master Roberts was em- 
ployed. The knight found the cash-keeper busy 
in making extracts from those huge brass-dasped 
leathern-bound manuscript folios, which are the 
pride and trust of dealers, and the dread of cus. 
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tomers whose year of grace ;s out. The good 
knight leant his elbows on the desk, and said to 
the functionary, in a condding tone of voice,-^ 
^< What ! you have lost a good custcHoer, I fear. 
Master Roberts, and are bused in making out 
his bill of charges ?^ 

Now it chanced that Roberts, like Sir Mungo 
himself, was a little deaf, and, like Sir Mungo, 
knew also how to make the most of it ; so that he 
answered at cross purposes, — *^ I humbly crave 
your pardon. Sir Mungo, for not having sent in 
your bill of charge sooner, butm} master bade me 
not disturb you. I will bring the items together 
in a moment.^ So saying, he began to turn 
over the leaves of his book of fate, murmuring, 
« Repairing ane silver seal— new clasp to his 
chain of office— -ane over-gilt brooch to his hat, 
being a Saint Andrew^s cross, with thistles — a 
cc^per ^t pair of spurs,— this to Daniel Driver, 
we not dealing in the article.^ 

He would have proceeded ; but Sir Mungo, not 
prepared to endure the recital of the catalogue 
of his own petty debts, and still less willing to 
satisfy them on the spot, widied the book-keeper. 
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cavalierly, good-night, and left the house without 
further ceremony. , The clerk looked after him 
with a civil city sneer, and immediately resumed 
the more serious labours which Sir Mongols in- 
trusion had interrupted. 



-^ - *• - - 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Things needful we have thought on ; but the thing 
Of all most needful — ^tfaat which Scriptuze terms, 
As if alone it merited regard. 
The 0K£ thing needfulp— that« yet unoonsiderM. 

The Chamberlain. 

When the rest of the company had taken their 
departure from Master Heriot^s house, the young 
Lord of Glenyarloch also offered to take leave ; 
bat his host detained him for a few minutes, un* 
til all were gone excepting the clergyman. 

" My lord,'* then said the worthy citizen, " we 
have had our permitted hour of honest and hos- 
pitable pastime, and now I would fain delay you 
for another and graver purpose, as it is our cus- 
tom, when we have the benefit of good Mr Wind- 
sor's company, that he reads the prayers'of the 
church for the evening before we separate. Your 
excellent father, my lord, would not have depart- 
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ed before family worship — ^I hope the same from 
your lordship.^ 

'< With pleasure, sir,*" answered Nigel ; '^ and 
you add in the invitation an additional obligation 
to those with which you have loaded me. When 
young men forget what is their duty, they owe 
deep thanks to the friend who will remind them 
ofit'* 

While they talked together in this manner, the 
serving-men had removed the folding-tables, 
brought forward a portable reading-desk, and 
placed chairs and hassocks for their Kioaster, their 
mistress, and the noble stranger. Another low 
chair, or rather a sort of stool, was plaised dose 
beside that of Master Heriot; and though the cir- 
cumstance was trivial, Nigel was induced to no- 
tice it, because, when about to occupy that seat, 
he was prevented by a sign from the old gentle- 
man, and modoned to another of somewhat more 
elevation. The clergyman took his station bdiind 
die reading-desk. The domestics, a numerous 
family both of clerks and servants, including Mo- 
niplies, attended with great gravity, and were ac- 
commodated with benches. 
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The household were all seated, and, externally 
at least, composed to devout attention, when a low 
knock was heard at the door of the apartment ; 
^rs Judith looked anxiously at her brother, as if 
desiring to know his pleasure. He nodded his head 
gravely, and looked to the door. Mrs Judith im- 
mediately crossed the chamber, opened the do(», 
and led into the apartment a beautiful creature, 
whose sudden and singular appearance might have 
made her almost pass for an apparition. She was 
deadly pale— -there was not the least shade of vital 
red to enliven features, which were exquisitely 
formed, and might, but for that circumstance^ 
have been termed transcendently beautiful. Her 
Io9^ l^lack hair fell down over her shoulders and 
down her back, combed smoothly and regularly, 
but without the least appearance of decoration or 
ornament, which looked very singular at a period 
when head-gear, as it was called, of one sort or 
other, was generally used by all ranks. Her dress 
was of pure white, of the simplest fashion, and hi* 
ding all her person excepting the throat, face, and 
hands. Her form was rather beneath than above 
the middle size, bqt so justly proportioned and 



\ 
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elegantly made, that the spectator's attention was 
entirely withdrawn from her size. In contradic- 
tion of the extreme plainness of all the rest of her 
attire, she wore a necklace which a duchess might 
have envied, so large and lustrous were the bril- 
liants of which it was composed ; and around 
her waist a zone of rubies of scarce inferior Ta« 
lue. 

When this singular figure entered the apart- 
ment, she cast her eyes on Nigel, and paused, as 
if uncertain whether to advance or retreat. The 
glance which she took of him seemed to be one ra- 
ther of uncertainty and hesitation, than of bash- 
fulness or timidity. Aunt Judith took her by the 
hand, and led her slowly forward — her dark eyes, 
however, continued to be fixed on Nigel, with an 
expresidon of melancholy by which he felt strange- 
ly afiected. Even when she was seated on th^ 
vacant stool, which was placed there probably for 
her accommodation, she again looked on him more 
than once with the same pensive, lingering, and 
anxious expression, but without either shyness or 
embarrassment, not even so much as to call the 

slightest degree of complexion into her cheek* 

u 
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Bo soon as this singular female had taken up 
the prayer-book, which was laid upon her cushion, 
she seemed immersed in devoUondi duty ; and al- 
thoughNigePs attention to the service was so much 
'disturbed by this extraordinary apparition, that 
he looked towards her repeatedly in the course of 
the service, he could never observe that her eyes 
or her thoughts strayed so much as a nngk mo- 
ment from the task in which she was engaged; 
Nigel himself was less attentive, for the appear 
anoe of this lady seemed so extraordinary, that, 
strictly as he had been bred up by his father to 
pay the most reverential attention during per- 
formance of divine service^ his thoughts in spite 
of himself were disturbed by her presence, and he 
earnestly wbhed the prayers were ended, that his 
curiosity might obtain some gratification. When 
the service was concluded, and each had remained^ 
according to the decent and edifying practice of 
the church, concentrated in mental devotion for 
a short space, the mysterious visitant arose ere 
any other person stirred ; and Nigel remarked 
that none of the domestics left their places, or 
even moved, until she had first kneeled on one 

VOL. I. M 
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fcnte io Herioi, iriio «e«flMl to Vhm bar mthliia 
luuid laid oil bm beiK)) imd a neliiiclioly (mIobn 
nity of look ttd aolim. She thm beaded Mr 
bbdy» but widHMit kaedkig, tm Ma Jadi^ m4 
havtngperfenoedtbesetvoQelfttfiwTeceiie^ebC) 
kft the rooAi a ytt juet is tb0 IttI of fatr depm^ 
tnie^ the onee nore lumd her peMtmtfaig eyai 
on Ni^ wilh a fixed bok» wfaUi oMpdfed him 
t^tamfaiaownaiidiek When he leoked iMmde 
faori^pdn^ be-eawooty tbealurtof her wUlevMB- 

< The donMHSa Aen viae a*d ^Kqpmnd iheei* 
aehre9«#»wifle» aad finiiit» mA epiaei^ were olhned 
.to Laid Nigel ^d to the dergjnmHy nod the hK* 
tor took bis lea!?e. The yoweg loid would faio 
hsre rteoftirfpawied hiaii in hope to gel eome w^r 
pfamationof the appaii^ wfeaA be bad befaeid» 
but he vaa stoj^fied Iqr Ut boflt> who ite^pieitcd 
to spiBttk with hie(i ia his eoflii>tiiigk>i»o«». . 

««il hope^ mj lordr and the eitvpen^ ^.that 
four |Me|ieratiaii^ Jbr atlewlii« ^tut aie in «icb 
&rweidbie^ihift you e^ago ihUber thoday after 
to-umvow. It is perhafs the la^ day^ lur kaae 
daaei that his.Mqesty will, b^d ^pen court Sbk 
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all who have pretensioiis by birth, mk, or oiBee, 
to attend upc^ him. On the subsequoit'dajr he 
goes to TheofaalAy wfaese he H ad much oecn- 
fwd with hiimiiig md, odiar pleasnraB^ that hb 
cares not to be intruded on.^ 

f^I^ahaH. hs in aU oalMrafd Kwdiness to -pay 
i»y dyiy#? and the youngfldblfnan^ ^ yet Ihave 
litttohwat io doit« Ute dyonda from^hoDa I 
on^i^ht to.have JMind' eMoucagenieiit and pvatcii- 
IMH hine paoved ooUalid fiihiB<^'oartmii]^ wHi 
not trouble til€fii for tteb awmtelianip on. Ihb 
4ioraflkHirH»id yet I mnat ixnfiw imjr dliUUsh 
uamiS&tfgaefm to «itt» quite alma upaRt set n^^ a 



^^^1 JiiaMd^AioBi^am fihanie tomaketeudi 
anraffiy taa ndbkaum,^ aaM Haiiot ; '< biit^^ 
attend at. ccKirt:tc^4Bortnir.--rJ aaoompnnjr 
yim as far as the pre8^cefaduMaber# £tom.niy pii- 
vUege aft bdi^ of the honsefaobl. Icaniadlitate 
jaaur entnmoe, sfaouid yon find difficoh^, nd I 
otti potnt out tins panpermammr and tine <^.ap- 
pvoiehing the I3ng. Bat I do not kiofW^^ he 
-uddedt sniHing, << ivrhetber these fittle adraati^fes 
wU not be pvefbabuKaed by the inooaspnitty uf a 
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noUemap receivitig itfaem from the hand of an old 
smith;'' 

f^ From. the hands rather of the only tneod I 
have found in London,'^ said Nige!, offering lus 
hand. 

«Nay,if youthinkofthenudterint&itvay,^ 
rqdied the honest dtizen, '^ there is no more to 
be saidf-^I will come for you to^aanowj with a 
batge proper to the oocafflbud-^^t tanemfaor, 
'™7 goo^ youi^ lord, that I do not, like some 
men of my degree, wish to take oppoxtuniiy to 
stqp beyond it, and assodate with my superiors 
in rank, and therefore do not fear to mortify my 
presumption, by suffering me to keep niy distaaoe 
in the presence, and where it is fitting for both of 
us to separate; and for what remains, most truly 
happy will I be in proving oi service to the sdn 
of my andent patron.^ 

The style of conversation led so far from the 
point which had interested the young noUeman's 
curioMty, that there was no returning to it that 
night He tfaere£Dre exchanged thanks and greet- 
ing with George Heriot, and took his leave, pro- 
jnLnng to be equipped and in readiness to em- 
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bark with liiin on the second successire morning 
at ten o^clock. 

The generation of link-^boysi celebrated by 
Count Anthony Hamilton, as peeuliartaLondon, 
had already, in the reign of James I. begun their 
functions, and the sendee of one of them, whh his 
smoky toreh, had been secured to light the youhg 
Scottish lord and his follower to their own lod- 
gings, whichy though better acquainted, than for- 
meriy with the city,- they might in the dark have 
run some danger of mis^g* This gave the in- 
genious Mr Moniplies an opporttmity of gather- 
ing dose up to his master, after he had gone 
through the form of slipping his left arm into the 
handles of his buckler, and loosening his broad- 
sword in the sheath that he might be ready for 
whatever should befall. 

^' K it were not for the wine and the good 
eheer which we have had in yonder old man^s 
house, my lord,^ said this sapient follower, <^ and 
that I ken him by report to be a just living man 
in many respects, and a real Edinburgh gutter* 
blood, I diould have been well pleased to have 



S0M1 horn fm €eet w^^e Aap^df and wfaetbet iie 
had not a doven cioot under the tbevtRmw raMa 
and ooidovaa shocNi of hb.* . . 

*« Whjf^ you. imadj^ anaireced Nigel; ^ jou 
have been too kindly treated^ and now thai pm 
have fiOed jour nrrenous rtoaachy you annul* 
mgoD the good gentleman tliat idicved jnu.^ 

«< Under favonv^ no, my loard^"" toad Mmi; 
^teB^.«ii.M I #0ttld only like to see something aiai^ 
nhoutbhn. Ilmveealfabniei^itU tni^p-^iinDin 
shame that the like of lum should baveaiaatto 
prey when yomr h»rdsl|i|p and n^ eoiild.Biaraa 
haw gottai) on our own aoooiu^ broae and a 
bear baimoek*-^! have drank his wine too^^ 
' '< I see yea faave^^ replied lua aaasleri ^* a gieal' 
deal mt^e than you Aoidd hiv^e doae/'^ 

<* Undw your patience^ my losd^^ said Mani- 
plies, ^ you are pleased to say that, because I 
cruali^ a quart with that jdly boy Jenkin,^ as 
they call the ^r»itice boy, and that was 4)irt.of 
more acknowledgment to his^fonneirikindnesa*-* 
I'own that I, moreov^, sung thegood M mag 
of Elsie Morley, so as tbey never heard 4tjcbbiMtf» 
ed in their liv es " ^^ 
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And withai (as ' J<>bn \BiiByAii aayt,) « they 
wmott OB dieir way, ho MUg*^ 

^ O, do ye ken SMo Maiiey, honoy*- 
Tl» wife that aells t)ie bfurlejTt hooey? 
For Elsie Marley's grown sm fii)e> 
She Witina get up to feed the swine.'^ 



»» 



Here in mid (HMor waa thtf aoiigster ltitemi]M»d 
by the stern gripe of hia mastM*, who throatimel 
to battan him to death if he bibagfat the city- 
waleh upon them by hia ill-tinied meiedy* 
' ^ I ontfe paidom, my lotd«-J humbly Wkvt 
pardcb^-Honly when 1 4|^ink of that teax Win, a# 
lieyr oall^Hth^ I can haafdly help Inunming^* O 
do y^ keq.V*.Bat I CKave your honouf'o pasdon^ 
and win be totaOy dumb^ if you command me 
ao.^ • ' 

^.N6, flivrah r said Ntgel^ ^< talk on, for I wtl} 
know you would aa^ and sofier foxxe under ptcu 
tenoe of ludding your peaoe, dian when you gel 
an unbridled Heenoe. . How is tt, then ? What 
have you to say agunst Master Heriot V* 

It seems more than probable, that in permit* 



t^ tbis licence^ the ylHii^^lord hoped hi* attend- 
ant would stumble ^ipon the subject of the youi^ , 
lady who had appeared at prayers in a manner 
so mysterious. But wbethear this was the case^ 
or whether he merely desired that Moniplies 
should utter, in a subdued and under Ume of 
iroioe, those spirits wfaicsh might otherwise have 
tented tfaemaelves in ofaitreperous ah^, it is oer- 
taioi he permitted his attaodant to proceed with 
Us stcxry in his own way. 
. ^* And thaef<we,^ said the orator, aTaUii^ Urn- 
self ofhisimmnni^, ^ I would Vke to ken what 
toot a cade tUs Mast^ Heriot is. He hath sup- 
plied your lordship with wealth of gold, as I can 
understand ; and if he has, I make it for certain 
he hath had his ttn end m it, acoordiBg to the fiu 
diion of the world. Now had your loidd^ your 
own good lands at your guidmg, doubtless this 
person, with most of his ctaft— goldsmiths they 
call themselvesK-I say usurers-^wald be glad to 
ex^aage so many pounds of African dtist, by 
whiilk I understand gold, against so many fair 
acres and hundreds o£ acres of broad Scottish 
land." 
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' ^< But you know I have bo knd,^ said the 
youpg lord, ^ at least none that can be affected 
by any debt which I can at present become obli- 
ged for-^I think you need not have reminded me 
of that"* 

^' Truey my lord, most true ; and as your lord- 
atup 8^fl» &p&ek to the meanest capacity, without 
any unnecessary expodtipns. Now therefore, my 
k)rdt unless Master Qeotg^ Heriot has smnethii^ 
nuur to allege as a motive for his liberality, vetB, 
different frmn the possea^on of your estate— 4ind 
moreover, as he could gmn little by the capture 
qS. your body, wherefore should it not be yiAir 
soul that he is in pursuit of P*" 

^^ My soul, you rascal T said the young loid; 
<< What good should my soul do him ¥^ 

<^ What do I ken about that ?^ said Moniphes ; 
<^ they go about roaring and seeking whom they 
nmy devour-— doubtless, they like the food that 
they rage so much about — and, my lord, they 
say,^ added Moniplies, drawing up still closer to 
his master^s side, ^' they say that Master Heriot 
has one sprit in his house already.^ 

^< How, or what do you mean ?^ said Nigel ; 



;^ 



» 

«« I wiy break your head, yon cbntnkmi knave; if 
you paker with me a&y kAtgetJ^ - ^ 

^< Dnndcenf** ai^wared his iraity adfamtnty 
^ and 18 this the stevy ^-^-^hy^ how emild Ibttt 
drink your ImlAip^s health on my bare kiiee% 

when Master JedkanlwBan it to me?>**i hang thtem 
^1 wooli not-*-! would hane out ilievBpidant 
IcnareV hams with my broadfsword) that flhoiild 
make sfeniple of it, «id.so have made hin kaeel 
when he flhould have found it dii^cidt to rtsa 
i^gBktt. But touching the qpirity^ he ptocaidady 
infing Aat his master made no aaawnr to Ua 
iraktoos tirade, <^ your lofddiip has saan hast 
With your own eyes«* 

** t saw i|o spirity^ sakL GlenvarkMsb, but ^el 
Ineathii^ thiek as ooew^ aspeets seam stngukr 
disdoauM, '^ what mean you by a ^iiit r* 
\- ^ You saw a young lady aome into p«ayaa> 
that spoke not a wofd to a»y pn^ only mpda 
beeksand bows totfaeoM genthmaa and iady of 
the house— 4ciin ye wha dieisf* 

^< No indeed,'' answered ^^gel; *« somerelittkili 
of the family, I suppose.* 

^* Dell a bit-~Hiell a fait^"* answered ManipHes,. 

IS 



1 



Tmc Tonrvvvs ot most. 18*i 

hastily, ^* not a Mood-drop^ kin 10 them, if she 
had a drop of blood in hcUr bedji^^— t titt you bat 
what all human bangs allege to be truth, ithat 
dwell within hile and cry of Lombard^treel«^ 
that lady, iaip quean, or whatever you chuse to call 
h^r, has been dead in the body these many a year, 
though she haunts thein, as we have seen, even 
at their very devotions.* 

^< You will aUow her to be a good sj^it at 
least,^ said Nigel Ofifaunt, ^-mee she <;huses 
such a time to Vi«t her fiieKld&^ 

'*^ For that I ken nae, my lord,* answered thd 
superstitious follower ; << I ken no spirit that 
would have faced the right down' baitomer bloir 
of Mess John Knox, whom my'flith^ stood by 
in fa«i vcfry wUrftt days, bating when the eotirt 
was against hitiij whieh n^y Ikdier supjdied witb 
biiteher^nAt. But yoti (fiviHe has atother dH 
frbm poW€^l Master Solk)ek, and Mess Davidf 
Black) of Nodh LdiA, and m I^.«-^Alack-a. 
day ! wha can ken, if it please your lordship, 
whetheir rie prayers as the Southroii read out of 
their auld blethering black i^esB-book there, may 
mit be as powerful to invite fiends, as a right 
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ned-het prayer wam firae-.tlie hearty may be 
powerful to drive them away, even as the Evil 
Spirit was driven by the smeH of the fish'k liver 
friHn the bridal-chandler c^ Sara» the daughter 
of Raguel ? As to whilk story, nevertheless, I 
make. 8cni|de to say whether it be truth or not, 
better men than I am having, doubled on that 
matter.^ 

<< Well, weD, well,^ said his master, impa- 
tiently, ^^ we ar^ now near hcmie, and I have per- 
mitted you to speak of this matter for once, that 
we may have an end of your pi^^ng f<dly, and 
your ideotical superstiiions, for ever. For whom 
do you, or your ahsuid oudiors or infarmers, 
take this lady ?^ 

^ I can say naethii^g preoeesely as to that,^ 
anywe^ Moniplies; <^ carton it is her body 
died and was laid in the grave many aday ainoe, 
notwithstandmg she stiQ wanders on earth, and 
diiefly amongst Master Heriot'^s fiim3y» thou^ 
she hath been seen in other places by ibem Uiat 
wellknewher. Butwhosheis, I wiUv^twamn^t 
to say, or how she beccmies attached, lik^ A 
Highland Browme, to som^ pef^uliar fiimily. 



THie FOKTUNES O^ NIGEL. 189 

Tbey say she has aT row of apartm^ts of her 
own, anti-room, parlour, and bed-room; but 
de^il a bed she sleeps in but her own coffin, and 
the walls, doors, and windows are so chinked 
up, as to prevent the least blink of daylight ff om 
entering ; and then she dwdils by torch-light—'" 

^ To what pirpose, if she be a spiiitF"" said 
Nigel Olifaunt. 

<^ How can I tell your lordship ?* arisweced 
hifli attendant ^ I thank Gkxl, I know nothing 
€i her likings, or miskkinge— only her coffin is 
there-; and I leave your lordship to guess what 
a live person has to do wkh a coffin. As little 
as a ghost with a lantarn, I trow.^ 

<* What reason,^ repeated Nigel, ^ can a erei^ 
ture so y Gung and so beautif ul^ have already h»- 
bitualty to contemplate her bed of last long rest V^ 
' ^^ In tsoth, I kenna, my lord,^ answered Mo- 
mpUes; ^< but there is the coffin, as they told me 
who have seen it : It is made of heben^wood, 
with silver nails, and lined all through with 
thre^-piled drnnask, might serve a princess to rest 
in.'^ 

^^ Singular," said Nigel, whose brain, like that 
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of most active joimg wfintSf was easily oaught 
by the angular and the nmuoitic; ** doas she 
not eat with the laaily ?"" 

<' Who !-Hdie r.««xelaimed Moniplies, as if 
siffprised at the question; ^ tbey wmU nsec) « 
laag qfMx>n would sop with her, I trow. Always 
there is sopiethiiig put for her into AeTower» as 
they eall it, whilk is a wh^pnoaleery of a whitfing- 
box. that turns rouad half on the tae side o* the 
j|ra% half on the tether.'' 

^ 1 have seen the eontriTanae in fi3iBejgnnu»> 
aaies,'' si^ the Loed of OkwrarloebK ^^Aad 
ia it thus she feaoves her food ?^ 

^ Thej tellsne somethin g la pi«t in iUUi dqr, 
for btiam^ sake,^ tqpliedthe attendant; *^ but 
k^s M to be sonposedshe would oon^we it,jQigr 
nair than the ii^ppn " of Baal. and the Uragoii 
fymsumrd the diu^y vsren thtf w^re{»laeed he- 
fire them. There are stout yeomen and diaan- 
ber»queaas in the house, «ow to phgr the part 
of lick it up a\ as well as the threeaoore and 
ten piiesta of Bel, besides diebr wms and dnld- 
ren.'* 

^ And she is never seen in the fiunily but 
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when the hour of prayer arrives ?^ smd the mas* 
ter. 

^ Never, that 1 hear of,"* replied the servant 
*^ It is smgular,^ said Nigel Olifaunt, musing. 
** Were it not for the ornaments which* she 
wears, and still more for her attendance upon the 
service of the Protestant Church, I would know 
what to diink, and should believe her either a 
Catholic votaSress, who, for some cogent reason, 
was allowed to make her cell here in London, or 
some unhappy Popish devotee who was in the 
course of undergoing a dreadful penance. As it 
is, I know not what to deem of it.*^ 

His reverie was interrupted by die link-boy 
knocking at the door of 'h6ne8t John Christie, 
whose wife caihe forth with *< quips, and becks, 
and wreathed smiles,^ to welcome her honoured 
guest oni lus return to his ^rtmenU 
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CHAPTER VIII 

Ay ! mark the matron weD— and kngfa not, Hany, 
At her dd steeple hat and vdvet guards 
I*?e called her like the ear of Dionyshu ; 
' I mean that ear-fonn*d vault built o'er hii dungeon. 
To c<ktdi the groans and disoontented murmurs 
Of his poor bondsmen. — Even so doth Martha 
Drink up for her own purpose all that passeSy 
Or is supposed to pass in this wide dty— 
She can retail it too, if that her profit 
Shall caU on her to do so; and retail it too 
For your advantage, so that you can make 
Yoor ptofit jump with hen. 

7%e Caiupiracy, 

We must now introduce to the reader^s ac- 
quaintance another character, busj and impor* 
tant far beyond her ostensible situation in so- 
ciety, in a word, Dame Ursula Suddlechop, wife 
of Benjamin Suddlecbop, the most renown- 
ed barber in all Fleet-street This dame had 
her own particular merits, the principal part of 
which was (if her own report could be trusted,) 
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an infinite desire to be of service to her fellow- 
creatur^d. Le^ing to her thin bal£*8tarved part- 
ner the bdast of having the most dextetous snap 
with his fingers of imy shaver in London, and 
the c^re of a shop where starved apprentices flay- 
ed the faces of lliose who were bootnes enough 
to trust them, the dame drove a separate and 
more Itfcrative trdde, ^faich yet had so many odd 
turns and windings,' that it seemed in many re* 
speets to contradict itself^ 

Its highest anid moGit itiiportanf. duti<^ w^e of 
a very secret and cmfflde^tid nieltmre, txM Dani^ 
Ursula Suddlecbop wa^ ^evs6r known to betray 
any transaction intfu^t^ to fact, unless she had 
either been indiffei^ntly pissfd t&r b^r s^rvi^, or 
that soine om found it convenient to give her a 
double doucexrr to mkke her dii^goiige the secreft ; 
and these contingencieis happetl^d in so few cases(> 
that her chat acter for trastincss remained as un- 
impeached as that for honiesty and benevolence. 

In fact, she was a most admirable matron, and 
eouid be usefol to the impassioned and fhe frail 
in the rise, progresi, and conseq[uenceii of their 

VOL. I. K 
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passion. She could contrivie an niterview for lo^ 
vers y^ho eoukl shew prq[>er reasons for meeting 
privately; sbecouldrelieve the frail fair one of the 
burthen of a guilty passion, and perhaps ei&tabli^h 
the hopeful offspring of unlicenaed love as the 
heir of some family whose love was lawful, but 
where an heir had not followed the umon^ More 
than this she cauld do, and.blad been concerned 
in deqier and dearer secrets : She had been a pu* 
pil of Mrs Turner, and leamedfrom her the secret 
of making the yellow fatarch^ and, it vaiStj be, two 
or three other secrets of more ccmsequence, though 
perhi^ none that went to the criminal extent of 
those whereof her mistress was accused. But all 
that was deep and dark in her real character, was 
covered by the shew of outward mirth and good- 
humour, the hearty laugh and buiEom jest with 
which the dame knew well bow to. conciliate the 
elder part of her neighbours, and the many petty 
arts by which she could recommend herself to the 
younger, those especially of her own sex> 

Dame Ursula was, in appemranee, scarce past 
forty, and her full^ but not overgrown form, and 
still comely features, although her person was 
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plumped out, and her face sotnetirhat coloured by 
good cheer, had a joyous expression of guety and 
good humour, which set off the remains of beau- 
ty in the wane. Marriages, births, and christen- 
ings, were seldom thought to be performed with 
sufficient ceremony, for a considerable distance 
round her abode, unless Dame Ursley, as they 
called her, was present. She could contrive all 
sorts of pastimes, games, and jests, which might 
amuse the large companies whom the hospitality 
of our ancestors assembled together on such occa- 
sions, so tliat her pi'eseilcewas literally Considered 
as indispenslible in the family of all ddzens of or« 
dinary rank, on such joyous occasions. So much 
also was she supposed to know of life and its laby- 
rmthsy that she Was the wiUing confidant of half 
the loving couples in the vidnity, most of whom 
usedtocommtmicate theirsecrets, and receive their 
counsel fipom Dame Ursley. The rich rewarded 
her services with rings^ owches, or gold pieces, 
which she liked still better ; and she v^ gene^ 
rously gave her asttstance to the poor on the 
same mixed principles as young practitioners in 
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medicine as^t them, partly firbm compadnon, and 
partly to keep ber band in use. 

Dame VrA&fs reputsition in the cil^^ Was the 
greater that het practice had extended beyond 
Temple-Bar, and that fthe had acqusntaiices, 
nay^ patrons and patronesses, among the quality^ 
t^hose rank, as thdr members were much fewer, 
and the prospect of approaching the courtly sphere 
much more difficult, bore a degree of consequ^ne* 
unknown to the present day, when the toe of the 
tttizen presses so close on the courti^^^ heel: 
Dame Urslciy maintained her intercourse witJi this 
superior ratik df cu$tomers, partly by driving a 
small trade in perfumes, essences, pomades^ 
h^ad-gears from France, dishes or omamenti 
Irom China, then alri^dy begifinitig to become 
fitehionable ; Hdt to mention drugs of vanous 
desci'iptions, chiefly for the use of the ladies, and 
patilj by dther services, more or less connected 
with the esoteric branches of her profes^on faere^ 
tofore ulluded to. 

PdaseiSiiittg sudi and ^o ittafiy irarioud modes of 
thriving. Dame Ursley wa« nevertheless so poor. 
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thi^t Ab might probidily have mended ber own 
cur^umstanpes, a9 well a$ her husband^ if she bad 
repounoed tb^m all, and set herself quietly down 
to the pare of her own household, and to assist 
Bepjftmin in the concernp of his trade. But Ur- 
sula wa9 luxurious and genial in hex habits, and 
could no more have endured the stinted economy 
of B^DJamin^B board, than she could have reeon- 
€U#d' benwif to the bald chat of bis conVersar 
tion. 
It waa on the evening of the day on wbieh 

Lord Nigel Olifaunt dined with the wealthy gold-- 
smith, that we must introducie Ursula. Suddlechop 
upon the stage. Sf^ had that morning made a 
long^ur tP Westminaler, was fatiguediwd had 
amimed a certain large eUbqw-obair, rendered 
ftnkpotb by frequent use^ pkc^ on oi^e aide of ber 
chimney, in which there was lit a small hu^ bri^t 
fire. Here sbeiobserved, betwixt doeping and 
waking, the simmering of a pet of wetl-fl^iiced al^ 
on the hrowA wrfaoe of whi<^ bobbed a small 
crab^pple, sufficiently roasted, while a litUe mur 
latto girl watched, still mqre attentively, the pro- 
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cess of diiessiiig a yeal sweet-bread, ia a silTer 
stew-paii which oocuped the other side of the 
chimney. With these viands, doubtless, Dame 
Ursula proposed concluding the well-spent day, 
of which she reckoned the labour oyer, and the 
rest at h^eir own coinm^d* She was deceived, 
however; fpr just as the ale, or, to speak teclmi^ 
cally, the lambVwool, was fitted tot drinking, 
and the li^tlie dingy maiden intimated that the 
sweet-bread was ready to be eaten, the thm ctadc- 
ed voice of Benjamin w^s heaid from the boUom 
of the stairs. 

** Why, Dame Ursley-r-why, wife, I say-*?* 
why, dame— >why, love, you are wanted nunre 
thiin a strop for a blunt razor — ^why, dame !— — ^ 

** I would some one would draw the rasEor 
across thy wind-pipe, tiiou faawliogass,^ said the 
dame to ho^lf, in the first moment of irritation, 
against her clamorous helpmate ; and then called 
aIoud,-^f^ Why, what ii^ the matter, Master 
Suddlechop ? I am just going to slip into bed ; 
I have be^i daggled to and fro the whole day.^ 

f^ Nay, sweetheart, -it is not me," said the 

U 
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patient BenjamiD, *< but the Scotch laundry- 
maid from neighbour Ramsay^s, who must speak 
with you. incontinent.'" 

At the word, sweetheart, Dame Ursley cast a 
wistful look at the mess which was stewed to a 
second in the stew-pan, and then replied, with a 
»gh,— -^^ Bid Scotd) Jenny come up. Master Sud- 
dlechop. I Will be very happy to hear what she 
has to say ;^ then added in a lower tone, ** and I 
hope die will go to the devil in the flame of a tar- 
foanel, like many a Scotch wi{tch before her.*^ 

The Scotch laundress entered accordingly, and 
having heard nothing of the last kind wish of Dame 
Sttddlechop, made her reverence with considera- 
Ue reqpect, and said, her young mistress was re- 
turned home unweU, and wished to see her neigh- 
hour. Dame Uraley, directly. *' And why will it 
not do to-morrow, Jenny, my good woman P'* said 
Dame Ursley ; ^< for I have been as far as White- 
hall to-day already, and I am well nigh worn off 
my feet, my good woman." 

** Aweel r answered Jenny, with great com- 
posure, ^^ and if that sae be sae, I maun take the 
langer tramp mysell, and maun gae down the 
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waterside for auld Mother Redcap^ at the Hun- 
gerford Stairs, that deals in comforting young 
creatures, e^en as jou do yoursell, hinny ; for an^ 
of ye t)ie bairn maun see before she bleeps, and 
that's a' that I ken on't"" 

So saying, the old emissary, without further 
^treaty, turned on her heel, and was about to 
retreat, when Dame Ursley exd^imfd,:«v-^^ No, 
BO-— if the sweet child, your mistress, has any ne- 
cessary occasion for good advice and. kind ten* 
dance, you need not go to Mother R^dcap^ Ja* 
net She may do very well for skippers* wives, 
chandlers' daughters, and such like; but no- 
body shall wait on pretty Mistress Margaret, the 
daughter of his most Sacred Majesty's horologer, 
excepting and saving myself. And so I will but 
take my chopines and ipy doak, a^d jiut on my 
muffler, and cross the street to ndghbour JMun- 
say's iq an instant But tell me yourself^ ^xi4 
Jeppy, 2^^ yp^ nojt som^hing tired pf your ypoog 
lady^s frolics and change of miqd tiyenty time^ 
a^ay?" 

f* |n trpjb, not I," said thp, pa^eiit drudge, 
*^ un]ess it may b? whon she if i^ we§ fa^bioys 






ajboiit washing b^r l^ce^; but I l^ave beeD her 
keeper since she was a bairn, neighbour Suddle- 
c^op, ^^d that xnakes a diff^^-ence.^ 

^^ Ay,^ ^ud T)ap(ie Ur^ley, still bu^ed putting 
on additional <}^fenoes ag^st the night air; 
*^ and you Jknoir jbr cert^ that she has two 
]^undre4 ppunds a-y^ar in gqod land, at her owi^ 

fre^di^PPP*^?^ 

. " Left hy her g^andmqther, Heaven rest her 
so^I,^*^d the ^qotchwoman; ** and to a dain- 
tier l»5sie stie CQu]A wt have bequei^thed it,'* 

" Vei'y true, very true, mistress ; for, with all 
her little wh^fns, I )|av^ always s^d Mistress 
Margaret JElanjaay wap the prettiest girl in the 
r^ ; and, ifpW7> I warrant tfie poor child hm 
had po supper.^ 

Jenny cqtild not say but ^t was the cfise, fo|r 
her master being out, the twa 'prentice lads had 
gone pi^taftjeif shutting shop, tq fe^h t,hemfaome, 
and sbe apd the pt^i^r fpaid bad goi^e opt to Si^ndy 
Macpiyen's, tose&B. friend frae Scotland. 

" As was very natural, Mrs Jaqet,'* said 
DftiQfe y^slgri ^h[? fw^d her i^tex9ap iq Ji^sent- 
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ing to all sorts of jNropodtions from all scuta of 
persons. 

^* And so the fire went out, too— ,^' said Jenny. 

*^ Which was the most natural of the whole,^ 
said Dame Suddlechop ; *< and so^ to cut the 
matter short, Jemiy^ FU carry over the little bit 
of supper that I Was gob^ to eat* Vor dinner I 
have tasted none^ and it. may be my jam^ pret* 
ty Mistress Marget ^1 eat a morsel with me ; 
for it is mere emptiness, Mistress Jenny, that 
often puts these fandes of illness into young 
folk\( heads.^ So sayii^, she put the alver pos- 
set-cup with the ale into Jenny^s hmids, and as- 
tomittg her mantle with the alacrity of one de- 
termined to sacrifice inclination to duty, she Ind 
the stew-pan under its folds, and conmianded 
Wilsa, the little mulatto girl, to li^ ibem aoross 
the street. 

** Whither away, so late?^ said the barber, 
wlK»n they passed seated with his starveling 
boys round a mess of stock-fish and pavsiips, in 
the shop below. 

'^ If I were to tell you, Gafiie,^ said the dame, 
with most contemptuous coolness, ^^ I do not 
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think you could do my errand, so I will e^cn keep 
it to myself.^ Benjamin was too much accus- 
tomed to his wife^s independent mode of con- 
duct, to pursue his inquiry farther ; nor did the 
dame tarry for farther question, but marched 
out at the door, telling the eldest of the bays 
^' to sit up till her return, and look to the house 
the whilst*"^ 

The night was dark and rainy, and although 
the distance betwixt the two shops was short, it 
allowed Dame Ursley leisure enough, while she 
strode along with high-tucked petticoats, to em- 
bitter it by the foUowii^ grumbling reflections— 
^^ I wonder what I have don^ that I must needs 
trud^ at every old beldame^s bidding, and every 
young minxes maggot ! I have been marched from 
Temple-Bar to Whiteehapel, on the matter of a 
pin-maker''s wife having pricked her fingers-mar- 
ry, her husband that made the weapon might have 
salved the wound.-*— And here is this fantastic 
ape, [Nretty Mistress Marget forspotb—such a 
beauty as I could make of a Dutch doll, and as 
fantastic, and humorous, and conceited, as if she 
were a duchess. I have seen her in the same day 
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as changeful as a maniiOMti «pd i» ttuUbcra «» 
a mule, I should like to koow whetjber facr little 
Gonpeited poddl^? or ber father^ old craey, calcur 
lating jolter-pate, breeds most whimsies. But then 
there^s th^t (wo hundred pounds ft-y^r in diitjr 
land, aAd the father is held ft diose fihvff^ thoi^ 
a fandf ul— >b^ is our landlord he^idey itfid she has 
begged a late day from him for our reut; aotGod 
help me^ I must be cQnfprmable<— *b^des, the lit- 
tle ci^dous devil is ipj oqIj key to g^t at Master 
Greorge Heriof s ^eqret, i|nd it cpqc^mi my char 
ract^r to find that out ; ^d sp, amdioM^, M the 
ling\ia franca hdtb ii;.^ 

Thus pondering, di^ ipoved forward with 
hasty strides uptil ^e arrived fit the w^tqb-oPd^ 
ker'^s hal^tatiop. The ^tendant fidmitted th^i)A 
by means of a pt^ss-k^y. 0|iward j^od Pame 
Ursula^ noi¥ in glU^^m^r and noyf in gloomi, not 
like the lovely L^j Prist^bell^ thrpuj^h fipthic 
sculpture 9gi^d fmpient ajrmour, hv^t pref^i^g 4Pd 
sti^u^bUug WOSgst relics pf rfd ma^hm^ and 
mqd^s pf p^ upyeptipns ip v|^ipi|B>|;gQpbf# of 
mec^amcp^ w;tl) wl^ich wr^s pf u^l^s ing^vm^ 
ty^, qther ift a J>rplf»p oy hfdfir^icii^ di^pe, the 
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apartment of the fanciful though ingenious me- 
chanist was continually lumbered* 

At length they attained, by a r&ty nanrow 
stair-case, pretty Mistress Margaret^s apartment^ 
where she, the C3rna8ure of the eyes of every bold 
young bachelor in Fleet-street^ sate in a. posture 
which hoveied between the discontented and the 
cUsconsolat^. For her pretty back and shoulders 
were rounded into a curve, her round and dim* 
pkd chin reposed ih the hollow of her little palm, 
while the fingers Were folded over her mouth ; 
her elbow rested on a table, and her eyes seemed 
fixed upon, the dying charcoal, which was e?^pi- 
ring in a small grate. She scarce turned her head 
when Dame Urisula entered, and wheti the pre- 
sence erf* that estimable matron was mcxre precisely 
announced in words by the cid Scotch-woman, 
Mistress Mlirgaret,withoutcbangingh^ posture, 
muttered som^ sort of answer that waswboUy un- 
intelligible. 

** Go your ways down to the kitchen with Wi- 
lia, good Mistress Jenny ,^ said Dame Ursula, 
who was used to all sorts of freaks on the part of 
her patients or clients, wfaiclhefver they mig^t be 
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,1 '' put the stew-pan vhd tbe porringer by 
the fire-side, aad go down beIow-*I must speak 
to my pretty love^ Mistress Margaret, by myself 
"•"-and there is not a bachelor betvixt this and 
Bow but will envy me the privii^e.**^ 

The attendants retired as directed, and Dame 
Ursula^ having availed herself of the embers of 
charcoal, to place her stew-pan to the best advan* 
tage, drew herself as close as she could to her pa^ 
tient, and began in a low, sootfaong, and confident 
tial tone of voice, to inquire what aHed her pretty 
flower of nca^bours^ 

** Nothing, dame,^ said Mai^garet, somewhat 
pettishly, and chan^ng her posture so as rmdior 
to turn her back upon the kind inquirer. 

'^ Nothing, lady-bird T answered Dame Sud' 
dlechop ; ** and do you use to send for your 
friends out of bed at this hour for nothing ?^ 

*' It was not I who saat for you^ dame/ rephed 
the malcontent maiden. 

*' And who was it, then ?^ said Ursula ; ^ for 
if I had not been sent for, I had not be^n here 
at this time of night, I promise you T 

'* It was the old Scotch fool Jenny, who did 
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it out of her own head, I stippose^^'' said Mat^a- 
ret ; " for she has been stunning me these two 
hours about you and Mother Red<»p.'^ 

" Me and Mother Redcap i*^ said Dame Ur- 
sulaj ^^ an old fool indeed, that couples folk up 
so.-— But cofne, corner my sweet little neighbour^ 
Jenny is no such fool* after all ; she knows young 
folks want more and better advice than her own, 
and lAe knows too where to find it for them ; so 
you must take heart of grace, my pretty maiden, 
and tell me what you are moping about, and then 
let Dame Ursula alone for finding out a cure.?^ 

" Nay, an ye be so wise. Mother Ursula,'* re- 
plied the girl, " you may guess what I ail with- 
out my tellittg you*" 

^^Ay^ ay, child," answered the complaisant nuu 
tron, ^^ no one can play better than I at the good 
old game of What is my thought like ? Now 
111 warrant that little bead of yours is running 
on a new head^-tire^ a foot higher than those our 
city dames wear— or you are all for a trip to 
Islington or Ware, and your father is cross and 
will not consult— «r- 
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« 

^* Or you Are an old fool. Dame Suddlechop,^' 
•aid Margaret, peevidily, ^' and mast needs trou-^ 
ble yourself about matters you know nothing of.^ 

^' Fool as much as you will, mistress,^ said 
Dame Ursula, offended in her turn, << but not 
very many years older than yourself, mistress.^ 

<< Oh we are angry, are we ?^ said the beauty ; 
** and pray, Madam Ursula, how oome you, that 
are not so many years older than me, to talk about 
such nonsense to me, who am so many years 
younger, and who yet have too much sense to 
care about head-gears and Islington ?* 

^^ Well, wdl, yonng mistress,^ said the sage 
counsellor, rising, << I perceive I can be of no 
use here ; and methinks, since you kndw yoor 
own matters so much better than other people do, 
you might dispense with disturbing folks at mid^ 
night to ask their advioeL^ 

'< Why, now you are angry, mother,^ siud 
Margaret, detaining her; ^^ this comes of your 
canung out at even^tide without eating your sup- 
per-^I never heard you utter a cross W6rd after 
you had finished your little momel.-'i-^H^e Ja* 

IS 
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n^ a trencher and salt for Dame Ursula ;— 4uid 
what have you in that porringer, dame ?--«-Filthy 
clammy ale, as I would liye>-*-Let Janet fling it 
out of the window, or keep it for my father^s 
morning draught ; and she shall hriiig you the 
pottle of sack that was set ready for him-^ood 
man, he will never find out the difference, fiat 
ale will wash down ins dusty calculations quite 
aa well as wine.^ 

** Truly, sweetheart, I am of your opinion,^ 
said Dame Ursula, whose temporary displeasure 
vanished at once before these preparations fc^ 
good cheer ; and so, settling herself on the great 
eaay-chair, with a three*l^;ged table before hcr^ 
she began to dispatdi, with good appetite, the 
little delicate dish which she had prepared for 
herself. She did not, however, fail in the duties 
of (dvility, and earnestly, but in vain, pressed 
Mistress Margaret to partake her daintiftfi The 
damsd declined the invitation. 

** At least pledge me in a glass of sack,^ said 
Dame Ursula; ^* I have heard jffiy grandame say, 
that before the goqpeUers came in, the old Ca- 

voi.* I. o 
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Uiolie father oonfesson and their pemte&tgahrijFS 
bad a cup of 4Hick tflgedicr faelbre OQiifeHioD ; 4aii 
yoo are my penitem.^ 

^* I dwU drink no aack, I am aure^^ said Mar-i^ 
garet; *^ and I tdd you befc»e, that if you can** 
not find out what ails me, I shall never have die 
heart to tell it."" 

So sqrii^, she turned away from Dame Ur^^ 
sula ODoe more, and resumed h^ musing pos- 
tore, with her hand on her elbow, and her back» 
atleast one shoulder, turned towards her confi* 
dante. 

** Nay fhea^^ said Dame Ursula, ^< I mustez* 
ert my skill in good earnests— You must give me 
this pretty hand, and I will tell you by palmistry ^ 
as well as any gipsey of them all, what foot it is 
you halt upon.^ 

** As if I halted on any foot at all,^ said Mar- 
garet, something sccnrnfully, but yielding her left 
hand to Ursula, and continuing at the same time 
her averted position. 

*^ I see brave lines here^^ said Ursula, ^* and 
not ill to read neither"— pleasure and wealth, and 
merry nights and late mornings to my Beauty, 
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aoil 4iaeh an equipage as shall shake Whitehall 
O9 haye I touched you there ?•— and satile you 
now, my pretty one?— for why should not he be 
Lord Mayor, and go to. court in his ^ded ca- 
rodi^ as others have done before him V 

Lord Mayor ? pshaw !^ replied Margariet. - 
And why pshaw at my Lord Mayor, sweets < 
hea^t ? or perhaps you pshaw at ^y prophecy ; 
but there is a cross in every one^s line of life as 
well as in yours, darling. And what though I 
see a ^prentice's flat cap in this [Mretty palm, yet' 
there is a sparkling black eye under it, hath not 
its match in the Wardof Fai'ringdcm^Without^ 

*^ Whom do you mean, dame i^ said Marga- 
ret, coldly. 

*'^ Whom shouU I mean,^ said Diune Ursula, 
*^ but the prince of prentices, and king of good 
company, Jenkin Vincent ?^ 

*' Out, woman-*-^enkin Yirice&t— a cIown~a 
cockney !^ exclaimed the indignant damsel. 

<^ Ay, sets the wind in that quarter^ Beauty !^ 
^oth the dame ; ^^'why^ it has changed tome- 
Ihiog since we spoke together last, for then I 
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would have tworn it blew fiuiar for pow Jm 
Vin; and tile poor lad doats on you too, and 
would rather lee your ejeB than the first glimpse 
of the Bun on the great holiday on May-day.*** 

^* I would my eyes had the power of the sun 
to blind his. then,^ said Margaret, ^ to teach the 
dru^^e his place.*' 

^^ Nay,* sud Dame Ursula, ^^ there be some 
who say that Ftaok Tunstall is as proper a lad 
as Jia Vin, «id of surety he is tlurd cousin to a 
knighthoodj^ and oome of a good house ; and so 
mayhap you nuy be lor northward ho T 

^ Maybe I may" annwered Margaret, *^ but 
not ynih my father's ^^jientio^^I diank you. Dame 
Ursuk.'* 

^Nqr then, the dedl may guess your Aooghts 
far me,^ 89id Dame Unnfai ; ** due comes of ti*y« 
ing to shoe a filly that is eternally wincing and 
shifting gnnuid T 

<< Heav me theo^^ said Margaret,. ^^ and mind 
what I say.-^This day I dined abroad-^ — ^^ 

^ I can tell yon where, answered her oom^ 
seUor,— >^with yourgod-fistther the rich goldsmith 



THE FOUTUMJES OH VIQSL. X18 

-NHiy, you sec I know soiiiethiitgu«-4i&y, I could 
ti^ you an I would^ with whom too.^ 

<< Indeed P said Margaret, turning tiuldeiily 
tmind with an accent o£ strong surprise^ and on* 
louring up to the eyes. 

*^ With old Sir Mungo Malagrowiher/* iaid 
the 4»rflcular daiDe,*^-^^* he was trimmed in my 
Benjamins shop in his way to the city," 

" Pshaw I the frightful old mouldy skeletim P 
said the damsel. 

<< Indeed you say truci my dear,^ rephed the 
ocmfidante,-*-^* it is a shame to him to be out of 
Saint Pancras^s charnel-house, for I know no 
other place he is fit for, the fouLmouthed old 
mier. He said to my husbandr 






Somewhat which signifies nothing to. out 
purpose, I dare say,^ interrupted Margaret. << t 
must speak then.*«>^There dined with us a noble- 

*' A nobleman J the maiden^s" mad P said 
Dame Ursula. 

'* There dboed with us, I say,^ continued Mar- 
garet, without regarding the interruption, '* a 
nobleman-^4 Scottish nobleman.^ 
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*Now Our Lady keqp har,^ said the confidant^* 
^* she is quite frantic ! — beard erer anj one of m 
watrhmaker^s dmigiiter fidling ia love with a »>- 
Uemaih— aod a Scoidi noUemaii, to^make the 
auitter complete, who are all as pioud as Lucifer^ 
and as poor as Job? A Scotch nobleman, qthoAa?^ 
I had as lief you told me of a Jew pedlar^ i 
would have you think how all thia ia to end, pre^ 
ty one, befcnre you jump in the dark.^ 

<< That is nothing to you, Ursulft-— it is youv 
ainstance^^ said Mistress Margaiet, ^ and not 
'your advice that I am desirous to have^ and you 
kjaow I can make it worth your while.^ 
" ' ^< O, it » net fat the sake of lucre. Mistress 
Margaret,^ answ^ed the obtiging dame ; ^ but 
truly I would have you listen to some advice— 
bethink you of your own condition*''. 

'< My father'^s calling is mechanical,^ said Mtf^ 
garet, ** but our blood is not so, I have hespcd 
my father say that we are descended, at a distance 
indeed, from the great Earls of Dalwolsey**" 
.♦ **. Ay, styy^ said Dame Ursula;' " even so— I 
ocver kikew a Soot of you but was descended, bm 
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3pe c«& U) from some gx^eat hpiifie or other ; and 
ft J^tdDii» de^oe&t it often is-^4ind as for the dis- 
tance you apeak of, it is so great as to put you 
m^ of ng^i of eadi odier. — ^Yet do not toss your 
prdtty head so scornfully, but tell me the name 
of this lordly northern gallant, and we wiH try 
yhat caa be done in the matter*^ 

*' It is Lord Glenyarloch, whom they call Loni 
Nigel Olifaunt,^ said Margaret in a low vpioei 
and Uurning away to hide her blushes. 

*' Marry, heaven forefend P exclaimed Dame 
Suddlechop ; ^^ this is the very devil, ^d some- 
thing worse T 

^* How. mean you ?^ said the damsel, surfunsed 
At the vivacity of her exclamation, 
.. " Why, know ye not," said the dame, " what 
powerful enemies he has at court ? know ye not 
f^ut blisters'on my tongue, it runs too fast for 
my wit— enough to say, that you had better make 
your bridatbed under a falling house, than think 
of young Glenvarloch.". 

*' He is unfortunate then,"* said Margaret ; << I 
knewit-~I divinedit—* there was sorrow inhis voice 
when he said even what was gay— there was a 
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umch of miflfortiiiie in his wiftondioty wnilf ■ he 
bad not thus clung to my thoughts had I Sfen 
him in all the mid-iday glare of pfosperi^.^ 

'* Romances have cracked her hndn T teid 
Dame Ursula ; *^ she is a castaway gsrl-^-uttefty 
distraught— loves a Scotch lord-— and likes him 
the better for bong uitfortunatet Wdl, nustress, 
I am sorry this isa matter I cannot aid you in-— 
it goes against my consdenoe, and it is an $i0t&t 
above my condition^ and beyond my manage- 
ment ;•— but I will keep your secret.** 

^ You inll not be so base as to desert me, aftar 
having drawn my secret from me T said Marga- 
ret indignantly ; << if you do, I know how to have 
my revenge ; and if you do not, I will reward 
you well. Remember the house your husliand 
dwdOs in is my fath^^i property.^ 

<* I remember it but too well, Ulistress Mar- 
garet,^ said Ursula, after a moment^s reflectixni, 
'^ and I would serve you in any thing in iny ocm- 
dition ; but to meddle with such high matters-^ 
I shaU never forget pocnr Mistress Tumer, my ho- 
noured patroness, peace be with her I-^nAie had 
the ill luck to meddle in the matter of Somerset 
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aad Oir^bury, and 8o the greftt earl and his lady 
sUpt their nedcs out of the collar, and left her 
aad some luilf dozen others to suffer in Aeir 
stead* I shall never forget the i%ht of her stand- 
ing on the seaffold with the ruff round her pretty 
neck, all done up with the yellow stareh which I 
had so ofben hdped her to make, and that was 
ao soon to give place to a rough hempen coird. 
Such a sight, sweetheart^ will make one loth )o 
med^ with matters that ure too hot or heavy 
for your handling;^ 

^< Out, you fool r answered Idistress Marga- 
ret ; ^^ am I one to speak to you about such >m- 
minal practices as that wretch died finr ? All I 
^iem^ a£ you, ki to get me precise knowledge of 
.what aflkir lyings this jroung nobleman loCourt*^^ 

^ And when you have his secret,^ said Ursula, 
^ what will it avail you, sweetheart ?•— «&d yet I 
would do your enrand, if you eould do^as much 
for me." , ' . 

' <' And what is it you would have of me.?^ said 
Mistress Maigaret* 

^* What you have been angry with me for 
asking before," answered Dame Ursula. '^ I 
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want to hftve some H^t aboitt the ttory of yaur 
god'father'*8 ghoit, tliat is onlj seest at pnqren*"^ 

^< Not for the worid,^ said Mistress Haigaret, 
^will I be a spy on my kind god-&tlw*s secRis 
«-^No^ Ursttloi-^that I will never pry into, which 
he desires to keep hidden. Bat thou knowesi 
that I have a fortune of my own, whidt must at 
no distant day oome under my own nianage>* 
mentc think of some other reeompenoe.^ 

*^ Ay^ that I wdyi know^^ said the eounseUcHr 
•— ^ it is that two hundred per year, with your 
&ther^s indulgence, that makes you so wilful^ 



<< It may be so,^--HUud Maigaret Bamsay^ 
^< meanwhile, do you serre me truty, and here is 
a ring of value in pledge^ that when my fertona 
iim my own hand, I wiUredeem the token with 
fifi^ broad pieces of gold.** 

<< Fifty broad pieces of gold l"" repeated tba 
dame ; '^ and this ring, which is a right fair one, 
in token you fieul not of. your word !•— Well, 
sweetheart, if I must put my throat in peril, I 
am sure I cannot risk it for a friend more gene^ 
rous than you ; and I would not think <^ ntore 
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dm the pleascM of serving yo% oaly Beajaimii 
gets more kile every day. And our fiuoail y ■ ■ - ^ 

^ Say no more of it,^ fluid Margaret; << we 
tmderstaad each other. And now, tell me what 
you km>w of this young man^a affiarsy whieh 
made you so unwilling to meddle with them ?^ 

^ Of that I Oftn say no great matter, asyet,^ 
answered Dame Ursda; ^* only I know the 
most powerful among his own countrymen -»e 
against hkn^ and also the most powerful at the 
eourt here. But I. will l&acn more of it,. for it 
wm be a dim print that I will not read for ycHxr 
sake, pretty Mistress Margar^ Know yoH 
wb^^ this gallant dwells f^ 

^ I heard by aeiodait,^ said Margar^, as if 
ashamed of the minute particularity of her memo, 
ry upon such an oecasion,— ^^ he lodges, I thmk 
—at one Christie^s — ^if I mistake not— at Paul% 
Wharf, a ship«handle/s«^ 

'^A pr^r lod^ng for a youBg baron !<«-' 
Well, but cheer you up^ MistressMiurgaret-p-4f he 
has come, up a caterpillar, like some of his coun^ 
trymen, he may cast his i^ugh like them, and 
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comeoutabuttaidjr. 80 1 drink good-nighty aad 
sweet dreams to you, in imothec partiiig cop of 
Back ; and you shall hear tidings of me within 
four-^md-twenty hours. And once .more, I cooh 
mend you to your pillow, my pearl of pearls, 
and Marguerite of Marguerites.^ 

So saying, she kissed the reluctant cbeek of 
liM- young friend, or patroness, and took her d*. 
parture with the light and stealthy pace of one 
accustomed to accommodate her footsteps to the 
purposes of diqiatch and secrecy. Margaret 
Ramsay looked after her for some time, in an- 
xious filence. ** I did ill,^ she at lengdi mar»' 
mured, '< to let her wring this out of me ; but sihe 
is artful, bold, and serviceable-*-and I think 
faithful— -or if not, she will be trot at least to her 
mtarest, and that I can command. I would I 
had not spcAen, however— *I have begun a lnqpe- 
less work. For what has he said to me, to war- 
rant my meddling in his fortunes ?««»Nothing but 
words of the most ordinary import ■■■mere taUe- 
talk and terms ci course. Yet ^kha knows*-*^ die 
said, and then broke off, looking at the fi^Ms 
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the while, which, aft it reflected back a fiioe of 
great beautj, probably suggested to her mind a 
more favourable concluuon of the sentence than 
she cared to trust her tongue withal. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

So pUiful a thing is luitor's sUte ! 

Most misenbte man, whom wicked ftte ' ^ 

Hath brought to CooiC to sae^ for Had I wit^ .. 

That few hare fomid, and many a one hath missM t 

Full litdeknowesfctlMB, that hast not tiied. 

What hell it is,- in sueiag long to hide : 

To lose good days, that might be better spent ; 

To waste long niglita in pe&nre dJacvntsnt $ 

To speed to-day, to be put bade to^monow ; 

To feed on hope, to pine wiA fesr and sorrow ; 

To hxn thy Princess grace, yet want her Ptan\ 

To have thy ashing, yet wait many years ; 

To f^ iby soul with crosses and w^ caiefr— 

To eat thy heart throu^ comfortless despairs; 

To fawn, to crouch, to wait, to ride, to rmi, 

^Oi^cnd, to gifey to want, to be imdoiie* 

Mother ffiOberd't Tale. 

Ok the morning of the day on whidi Crcot^ 
Heriot had prepared to escort the youhg Lmtt of 
Glenvarloch to the court at Whitehall, it may 
be reasonably supposed that the young man, 
whose fortunes Were likely to depend on this cast, 
felt himiielf more than usually anxious. He rose 
early, made his toilette with unusual care, and,'' 
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being enabled,, by the generosity of hb more ple«> 
baan countryman, to set out a very handsome 
person to the. best advantage, he obtained a mo* 
mentary approbation frcHu himself as he glanced 
at the mirror, and a loud and distinct plaudit from 
his landlady, who declared at once that in her 
judgment, he would take the wind out of the sail 
of ev^ry gallant in the presence; so much had 
she been able to enrich her discourse with the me* 
taphors of those with whom her husband dealt. 

At the appointed hour, the bai^e of Master 
George Heriot arrived, handsomely manned and 
appointed, having a tilt, with his own cypher, and 
the arms of his company painted thereuppn. 

The young Lord of Glenvarloch received. tb^ 
friend who had evinced such disinterested at* 
tachment, with the kind courtesy which well be- 
cfunefaim. 

Master Heriot then made him acquainted witl^ 
the bounty of his Sovereign^ which he pa^d oyftx 
to his young friend, declining what he had him* 
qdf formerly advanc^ to him.. Nigel felt all th^ 
gratitude which the citizen'^sdifflnterested fi^leiylT 
ship ha4 deserved, and was not wanting, i^ ex<^ 
pC'Cfsing it suitably. - 



Yet as the yoimg a&d Ug^bom noUeraiiB enak 
bflrked to go to the presence of his Pniieey under 
the patronage of one whose best, or most disAa* 
guished qualification, was his bang an emhaieBt 
member of the Gddsmith^s Incorporation, he felt 
a little surprised, if not abashed, at his own situa* 
tioB ; and Kchie Moniffies, as he stepped over 
^ gBng**^^ to ^® ^ place forward in the 
boat, could not help muttering,—-'* It was a dian- 
ged day betwixt Master Heriot and his honest 
ihAer in theKnemes ;'«*-but, doubtless, there was 
a 4MBrence between cJinking on gdld and silver, 
and dattering upim pewt^ .^ 

On dtey glided, by the* asrislance a£ the cmtt 
of four stout watermen, along the Thames, which 
Aen served for the prindpid high-road betwixt 
London Mid Westminster ; lor few Tentured an 
horsebackthzough the narrow and crowded streets 
of the city, and coadies were then a luxury re- 
served oiily for the higher nolMlsty, imd to which 
BO citisen, whatever was his wealth, presumed to 
aiq>ire. The beauty of the banks, especially on 
the nerthem side, where thegardens of the no. 
Inlity descended from their hotdb, in many fdaoes, 
down to the water'*s edge, was pomted out to 
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Nigel hyid^ kifid conducttMr^ and was points 
out in vain. • The mind of tihie yeung ILotd tit 
Olenvarloch was filled #ith anticipalions'tidtt dud 
mbi^t pleasimt, concerning th^ inanbesr in whidbt 
he was likdy to'be receivedby that inonaiN^h, ill 
whose behalf his £am3y hiM) beexi'nlsarlyt^uoect 
to nlin ; aitd he Wasy with'the t^luid metotal^ aa«i 
iety df those' in such a sitiiHt^on, frffining imagix 
nary quei^ons ftota the' Kifi^, and ct^&^uMng 
hLsr spirit ih d^vlttfig Answers' to them; HiiB ^Sofii 
ductor s^£W the labc^r ^f Ni^l)riali|id^ arid aV<^ 
ed incredising it by further conversation; 'i^ tlilft 
when he had ^x})Iaind^ to him briefly th^ tkt^ 
monies obs&i^r^ at c6ui<t 6n mdi ocasAmu ct pits^ 
sehtition; thef tm, of tbiftb t^ai|^ waft ptrfeniu 
ed in silence. '-^ 

They landed at WhiWhaH^lairs, And etitereii 
the Pahee after aniiMMising di^ )toni^,'lb« 
guards paying to Lord Gleni«rloch thd-tespeot 
and honours due to his rank. The young ma^ 
heart beat l%h and thick within him as he came 
within the royal apatttnents^ His educatiml 
abroad, conducted as it had beefi on a nai^ 

VOL. I. p 
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io«r ftnd limited icale, htd pven him but imper- 
fect ideas of the giandeur of a court ; and the 
philoBc^ical reflections which taught him to set 
ceremonial and exterior sjdendour at defiance, 
proved, like other maxims of mere philosophy, 
ineffectual at the moment they were weighed 
against the impression naturally made on the 
mind of an inexperienced youth, by the unusual 
magnificence of the seme. The splendid apart- 
ments through which they passed, the rich ap- 
pard of the grooms, guards, and domestics in 
waiting,- and the unusual ceremonial attendi|ig 
their passage through the long suite of apart- 
ments, had something in it, trifling and common- 
place as it might appear to practised courtiers, 
embarrassing, and even alarming, to one, who, for 
the first time, wmt through these forms, and 
who was doubtful what sort of reception was to 
accompany his first appearance before his Sove- 
rrign. ^ 

Heriot, in anxious attention to save his young 
tn&oA from the least mmnentary embarrassment^ 
had taken care to give the necessary pass-word 
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to the wardersy grooms of the chambers, ushers, 
or by whatever name they were designated ; so 
they went' onward without interruption. 

In this manner they passed several anti-rooms, 
filled chiefly with guards, attendants of the court, 
and th^ acquaintances^ male and female, who, 
dressed in their best apparel, and with eyes 
rounded by eager curiosity to make the most of 
Iheir opportunity, stood^ with' beseeming mo- 
desty, ranked against the wall, in a manner which 
indicated that they were spectators^, not perform* 
ers, in the courtly exhibition. 

Through these exterior apartments Lord Glen- 
varloch and his city friend went onward into a 
large and splendid withdrawing-^room, communi- 
cating with the presence-chamber,into which anti- 
room were admitted those only, who, from birth, 
their posts in. the state or household, or by the 
particular grant of the King, had right to attend 
the court, as men entitled to pay their respects to 
their Sovereign. 

Amid this favoured and selected company, 
Nigel observed Sir Mungo Malagrowther, who, 
diaken off and discountenanced by those who 
knew how low he stood in court interest and fa- 
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TOUT, was but too bappy in the opportunity of 
hooking hioaself upon a person of Lord Glenvar* 
loch^s rank, who was, as yet, so inexpeiienoed as 
to feel it difficult to shake off an intniden 

The knight forthwith framed his griin features 
to a ghastly smile, and after a prelinunary and 
patromzing nod to Greorge Heriot, accompanied 
with an aristocratic wave of the hand, which intU 
mated at once superiority and protection, he laid 
aside altogether the honest (»tizen, to whom he 
owed mapy a dinner, to attach himself exclusively 
to the young lord, although he suspected he might 
be occasionally in the predicament of needii^ one 
as much as himself. And even the notice of this 
original, singular and unamiaUe as he was, was 
not entirely indifferent to the Lord Glenviar- 
loch, since the absolute and somewhat constrain* 
ed silence of his good friend Heriot, which left 
him at liberty to retire painfully to his own agi- 
tating r^iections^ was now relieved ; while, oa 
the other hand, he could not help feeling interest 
in the sharp and sarcastic information poured 
upon him by an observant, though discontented, 
oourtitf , to whom a patient auditor^ and he a man 
of title ai^^rank, was as much a prize, as his acute 
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aDdoommumoadyedispodtionrenderedhimaii en- 
tertaining companion to Nigel Olifaunt Heriot, 
in tbe mean time^ neglected by Sir Mungo, and 
armding every attempt by winch the grateful po- 
liteness of Lord Glenvarloch strove to bring him 
into the conversation, stood by, with a kind of 
half smile on his countenance ; but whether' ex- 
dted by Sir Mungb^s wit, or arising at his ex- 
pence, did not exactly apjpeor. 

In the mean time, the trio occupied a nook oi 
the anti-room, next to the door of the presence- 
chaolfb^, which was not yet thrown open, when 
Maxwell, with* his rod of office, came bustling 
into the apartment, where most men, excepting 
those of high rank, made way for him. He 
stopped beside the party in which we are in- 
terested, looked for a moment at the young 
Scotch nobleman, then made a slight obeisance 
to Heriot, and, lastly, addressing Sir Mungo 
Malagrowther, began a hurried complaint to him 
of the misbehaviour of the gentlemen pensioners 
and warders, who suffered all sort of citizens, suit- 
ors, and scriveners, to sneak into the outer apart- 
ments, without either respect or decency. " The 
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JSxif^uhy^ he fuady ^ irereiicaiidalized^ for tueh a 
thing durst not be attempted in the^Qaeen'^s days. 
In her time there was thcnthe court-yard for the 
mobility^ imd the apartments for thenobifity ; and 
it reflects on your place, Sir -Mungo,^ be «ddcd, 
^ belonging to the household as you do, that 
such thii^ s^Muld not bebettor ordered.^ 

Here Sir Mungo, afflicted, as was fraquanlly 
the case on such occaacms, with one of his usual 
•fits of deafness, answered, ^^ It was no wonder 
the mobi&y used freedoms, when thoae wheii 
they saw in.office were so Kttk better in Mood 
and havings^than themselves.^ 

^< You are right, si^-^iike ri||^^ said Max- 
iirell, putting' his hand on the tarnished embroi- 
dery on the old -ki^hfs sleeve,*-^^ Wliaoi such 
•fidlows see men in oflke dressed in east^ff sints 
like paltry sU^e-jdayers, it is no wonder the 
court is thronged with intruders.^ 

*< Were you lauding the taste of my embroi- 
dery. Muster Maxwdtt ?^ answered the knight, 
who apparently interpreted the^deputy-chamber- 
lain^s meaning rather from his action than his 
words ;•— <' it is of an ancient and liberal pattam, 



•hiiTiog been mki^ by your motber's father, tiiiU 
James Sutchell, a master^faahion^r 6{ honest re- 
pute, in Merlufs Wynd, whom I made a point 
to employ, m I am now haf^y to remember, see- 
fa^ your fiiAer thought fit to intennany with sic 
a. perMi^s daughten* 

MaxWeU looked stem, butoonscaous tbere wais 
nothing to be got of Sir Muago m4lie way of 
amends, and that proseeutii^ the guartel with 
audi an ftdversary woidd only r^nd^ him ridictt- 
lotts, and make pubUc a mts-AUisHtectf which he 
had no treason to be pioud^ he tc^rered his re- 
sentment with a sneer ; and ^ptesang his regret 
that Sir Mungo was become too deaf to under- 
stand or ajttend to what was said to Um, walked 
on, and planted himself beside the IbMing^doors 
of the presence-diamber, at wluch he was to per- 
form the d«ty of deputy-chamberlain, o€ udier, 
so soon as ihay shsiuld be opened^ - 

*^ The door of the presence is about to open,'^ 
siud the goldsmith, in a whiqier, to Ins young 
friend^ << my condition permits me to go nolar- 
ther with you* Fail not tofwesent yourself -bold- 
ly, according to your birth, and offer your Sup- 



I 

r 

'pftatfjoOi which the King viU not lefuBe to. ac- 
cept, and^ as I hope, to. consider favourably,^ 

As he spok^ (he .dpQir of the presence-chamber 
qpened acQordiogl^^ aad^ as ]»> \x%\xaX on such 09» 
9smipJh ^ <¥mrtieiPS hf^ffXk, to» Mrlince. tPwaccU 
it, and to enter in a slow, bi^tj pontq^Oo^^^n^ un^ 
uijteErm>^ 9t];qa]»., , A^ J%e| pi»«30iKted himself 
jXL ]m t|B^ at, U^ paXim^ aiid jienlioo^ \m 
,Dapiqai|dlitl%Mai^i^ll^9fi)^nedt<^e^tatp^; '^You 
jm t^% kpcwyn, tiQ at)y (Mie)'' h&;(^d ; f^it lA my 
^i^j |iiQ^^9«t»0.tKi^ to pa^a teth«! fir^mc^.iay 
krdiJKrhose fafse i$ )ink9^wia.ta;niivi»Qil€mi]pcm 

:N^^^ in jjome gphwrwwPHBnt at ltig> tineipcct- 

.- V JiCaiitei? JI^^oCs 99iBd 19^U paa» entfent tat 
iBiiph goldiaM 8ij|^er,ui9y^lDrd^\re|>lidl Mas* 
well, with a citttiSii^Ttf. ^* but.4ic^Jfar Jk^irtii^^nid 
T^nkf< .1 |un/j3oiilpeUed by mf oiBoe to bepe- 
f^iW^i^K* 7h<B^t9j|aK^i$(|]]9pf^dfnd^ 

. 1^* What aaiithl»iiiiatteKrj94»d*aii old.fii»ltiflh 
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noUemim, who bad been spealdaig with .Greorge 
.Heriot^ after he had separated from Nigel, and 
who now time forward, observing the altercation 
betwixt the latter and Maxwell. 

. V It is only Master Deputy-Chamberlain Max- 
w^U,"^ said.Si]^ Mungo Makgrowther, '^ express* 
i^g.lujs joy to aee.Xord Glenvarloch at court, 
whcMse fiUher gave faim>biaofiiee-«-at least I think 
lie is speaidng to ihat<pacpoet^p-<fos your lorddiip 
4en8 my^ im^r&ction.^ A siibdued lau^h, such 
as diesitttaticai permitted, passed round amongst 
ihoftewho^ heard this- speinmen of Sir Muifgo^s 
buri?a)itib temperl But tl|e old^nobleman i$tepped 
<titt. move^forward, saying,-^^^ What !-^the son 
fii* my. gallant old' opponent, Oohtred CNlfaiSBtP 
*»I will introduce him to' the presence mybslfe** 
• So taying, he tdok Nigel hy the arm, without 
farther ceremony, and was about to lead him for- 
ward, when Maxwell, still keeping his tod across 
the door,, said, but with hesitation and embar- 
rassment,^^^* My lord, this gentleman is not 
kupwU) and I ha^^Mrders to be scrupulous.^ 

'* Tutli.taiti, man,"" sud the old lord, << I wiU 
Jlie ai»werable he^ia his iktfaer^s son, fiom^lieout 
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of his eye-brow— and thou. Maxwell, knew lib 
£uher well enough to have qpaved thj scruplcft* 
Let us {M8S, man.^ So saying, he put aade the 
deputy-chamberkin^s rod, and entered the pve- 
8aiDe-.room,still holdingtheyoungmanby thearni. 

<< Why, I must know you, man,^ he said ; <^ I 
must know you. i knew your father weH^ man, 
and I have broke a lanoe andcxoaatdablade with 
him ; and it is to my credit that I am liviiig to 
bragof it« He was king?s-man, and I wasqueenV 
man, during the Douglas waca^young ftBows 
both, that feared nether fire mxr steel ; and we 
had some old feudal quarrels bende, that had 
€ome down from father to son, with our aeal- 
lings, twe-handed broad-swords, and {date^ooals, 
and the crests on our burgoneia*^ 

<< Too.loud, my Ix>rd cf Huntinglen,^ whiqp«r- 
ed a gaitleman of the Gbamber>-— ^' The King ! 
—the Eing^"" 

The cJd Earl^for such he proved,), todc the 
hint, Imd was4»lent ; imd Jttties, advancing from 
a aide^oor, received in succession the complin 
ments of strangers, while a little group of fa- 
vourite courtiers, or cheers of the housdudd. 



TBS FO&TUNES OF KIOKL. 2S5 

stood around him, to whom he addressed himself 
from time, to time* Some mcnre pains had been 
bestowed on his toilette than upcm the occasion 
when we first presented the monarch to our read- 
ers ; but there i^as a natural awkwardness about 
his figure whidi prevented his clothes from sit- 
ting handsomely, and the pnuienee or timidity of 
his disposition had made him take the custom, al- 
ready noticed, of wearing a dress so thickly quilted 
as might withstand the stroke of a dagger, which 
added an ungainly stiffness to hid whole appear- 
ance, oontrastingoddly with thefriYolous,ungraee- 
ful, and fidgetting motions with which he accom- 
panied his conversation. And yet, though the 
Xai^^tt deportment was very undignified, he had 
a manner so kind, familiar, and good-humoured, 
was so little apt to veil over or conceal his own 
fmbles, and had so much indulgence and sym- 
pathy for those of others, that his address, joined 
to his learning, and a certain proportion of shrewd 
mother-wit, failed not to make a favourable im- 
presfiion <m those who approached his perscm. 
When the Earl of Huntinglen had presented 
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Nigd to bis SoY€reigfi9 a ceremony which the 
good peer took upon himaelf, .the King received 
tile young lord very graciously, and observed to 
his introdcDcdlr, that he *^ was fain to see them twa 
stand side by side ; for I trow, my Lord Hunt- 
inglen,^ continued he, ^^ your ancestors, ay, and 
eVn your lordship^s self and this lad^s father, have 
Stood fhrnt to front at the sword'^s point, and that 
is a vprse poistture.^ 

^^ Until your Majesty,^ said Lord Huntinglen, 
*< made Loid Oditred and me cross pahns, upon 
the memorable day when your Majesty feasted 
all the nobles that were at feud together, and 
made th^B join hands in your presoice— ^ 
' ^^ I mind it weel,^, said the Sing ; '^ T mind 
it weel— *it was a Uessed day,, being the nineteen 
of September, of all days in the year-*-and it was 
a bhtbe sport tp see how some of the carles ^m- 
ed as.th^ clapped loofs together* By my saul, I 
thought some of them, mair special the Hiekmd 
chids, wad have broken out in our own presence ; 
but we caused them to march hand in hand to the 
Cross, ot^rselves leadingthe way^ and there drink 
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a blithe cup of kindDess with ilk other, to the 
staunching of feud, and perpetuation of aqiitj. 
Auld John Anderson was Provost that year^ 
the carle grat for joy, and the Bailiesand Cdon- 
cillors danced bare-headed in our presence like 
five-year-auld colts, for very triumph.^ 

^' It was indeed a happy day,^ said Lord 
Huntinglen, <' and will not be forgotten in th^' 
history of your Majesty^s reign.''* ' 

'^ I would not that it were, my lord,^ replifed 
the Monarch — ^^ I would not that it were praeter^ 
mitted in our annals. Ay, aj'^BeaH padfici. 
My £ngUsh lieges here may weel make mucl^ 
of me, for I would have them to know, they have 
gotten the only peaceable man tiaeat ever came 
of my family.^ If James with the Fiery Face had 
come amongst you,^ he said,' looking round him, 
^* or my great grandsire, 6f Fiodden mein6ry T 

'^ We should have sent him back to the north 
again,^ whispered one English nobleman. 

<^ At least,^ said another, in the same inau- 
dible tone, <^ we should have had a num to our 
sovereign, though he were but a Scotchman.^ 
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^^ And now, mj jovmg spnngald^^ said the 
King, to Lord Glenvarloch, *' where have yoo « 
be^ landing your calf-time ?" 

^^ At Leyden, of late, may it please your Ma- 
jesty,,'' answered Lord Nigel. 

'^ Aha t a scholar,," said the King ;. ^< and, by 
isy saiil, a modest and ingenuous youth, that 
hath not forgotten how to blush, like most of our 
travelled Monsieurs. We will treat him con- 
foimably.r 

Then drawing himself up, coughing slightly, 
and looking around him with the conscious im- 
portance of superior learning,, while all the cour* 
tiers who understood, or understood iiot Latin^ 
pressed eagerly forward to listen, the sapient mo- 
naiich prosecuted his inqiuries as follows.— 

<< Hem ! hem ! Salve bis^quaUrqueMlve, Glen^ 
varlochides nosier I Nuperumne ab Lugduna 
Baiamrum Briianmam rediisiit^ 

The young nobloqaan replied, bowing low— 

^ ImOf Rew o^guisiissme^'-bkMiiumJbre ixpud 
lAtifdtmensea moraius sum J* 

James proceeded— 



^J. 
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B^wmum dids t bene, bene, optumejbdwm 
est — Non uno die qwod dicunt, — intdtigUHf Do- 
mine Glenvarhchiemisf AhaT 

Nigel replied by a revereBt bow, and the King, 
turning to those behind him, said-— 

^^Adolescens quidem ingenui xmUus ingenmque 
pudorisT' Then resumed his learned queries 
f' Et quid hodie Lugdunenses loquuntur^-^Vos^ 
Mus vester nikU ne novi scripaUf'^'^ihil certe, 
quod dcieoj typis recenter edidit^ 

<< Valet quidem Vomus, Rex benevcie^ replied 
Nigel, ^^ ast senex vmerc^tissimus anntmi agU, 
mJbUor, sepiuageAmwm^ 

^^ Virum, mehercle, vix tarn grandcevum credii- 
imvn^ replied the inonarcL ^^.Et Vors^ua i&ie f 
"-^Arminii improbi successor as^pie ac se€AaJtor^^ 
Herosne adhucy ut cum Homero hquaa-y zsh »rt 

Nigel, by good fortune, remembered that Yor^- 

tius, the divine last menti(»ied in his Majesty^s 

queries about the state of Dutch literature, had 

been engaged in a personal controversy with 

James, in which the King had takai so deep an 

1 
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iritkeftt^ as ar length to hiift'in hid public co^. 
spoodence withdie United Startds^thAt they wtnild 
do well to apply the iseciilal* arm to is[top th^ pro- 
gress of heresy by 'Violent measures against the 
Professor's person^-a demand trhieh thefrMigbty 
Mightinesses principles ot universal toleration in* 
duc^d thetii to elude, thoUgh witii some difficult 
if. -Knowing all this, LfOrd Glenvarioch, thofa^ 
a courtier of five minutes stefndiag, had addrfett 
enough to reply-— * 

*^ Vivum qUtdemy havd diu esiy hminem tlde^ 
ham — vigere autem guis dhia£ ^ stibjiillminiiug 
ehgiientue tuce, Rew magnCy jamdudum prcnm 
jacety ei prostr(xtusf^* 

This last tribute t6 his polemical powers com^ 
pleted'^'JaniesV happiness, \^hicb thb triumpli rf 



r 



* Lest any lady or gentleman shotdd suspect there is 
aught of mystery concealed nnder Ae sentenoes pHntied ^ 
Italics, they wffl }» plowed to understand th»t they poa- 
tain only a few comnaon-place Latin phrases^ relating to 
the state of letter sin Holland^ which neither deserve, nor 
would epdnrei a literal trandafion. 

7 
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exhibiting his erudition had already raiBed to a 
considerable height. 

, He rubbed his haiids, snap^d hiir fingers, fid- 
, getted, ci^uekled, exclaimed— ^^* Euge I bdle I ofh 
time r and turning to the Bishops of Exeter a^d 
Oxford, who stood behind him, he said,— **< Ye 
. see, ttij tords^ no bad specimen of our Scottish 
Latinitjr, with which language we would all our 
subjects of England were as well einbued as this, 
and other youths of honourable birth, in oar auld 
kingdom ; also, we keep the genuine and Roman 
pronunciation, like other learned nations on the 
continent, sae that we can hold communing with 
any scholar in the universe, who cito but speak 
the Latin t(»igue ; whereas ye^ our learned sub- 
jects of England, have introduced into your uni- 
versities, otherwise most learned, a fashion of 
pronouncing like unto the " nippit foc^ and dip- 
pit foot,^ of the bride in the fairy tale, whilk 
manner of speech, (take it not amiss that I be 
round with you,) dm be understood by no nation 
on earth aavingyourselves; whereby Latin, quoc^ 
Anghay ceaseth to be commwM Unguaf the ge» 
VOL. I. a 
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naral dsagoman, or intei^c^^r, between all the 
wise men of the earth.*" 

The Bishop of Exeter bowed, as in ocqiiies- 
xence to the royal ooisure; but he of Oxford 
stood upright, as mindful over what subjects his 
aee extended, and as beiiig equally willing to be- 
domOifood for f^ggpts in defence of the Latinity 
of the univemly, as f<»r any article of lusreh^yous 
CTeeci* 

The King, irithout awmting asi answer from 
dtther prelate, proceeded to questicm Lord ^gei, 
but in the Ternacular t(Higae»-— ^* Wed, my lil^e- 
ly Alumnus, of the Muses, and what make you 
so fiir from the m»rth r 

^' To pay my homi^ to your Majesty,^ said 
theyoui^nobl^Dan, kneeling on one knee, '^ and 
to lay befove you,^ he added^ ^^ this my humble 
and dutiful. Supplication,'^ 

The presentii^ of a pstol would certainly hay e 
staAled Sing James more, but could {setting 
j^iart the finght) hardly have been more unplea^ 
ising to^fais ind^ent diepc^tion. 

^^ And is it even so, mi^?^ said he ; ^^ and can 
no single man, were it^but for the rarity of the 
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case, evor cooi^ up frae Scotlrnid, f»o^i6ng ex 
prcposUo^^on set purpose, to see whut be can 
make out of his loviog Soyeragn? It is but 
three days syne that we bad weel nigh lost oiu: 
life, and put three kingdoms into dule*weeds^ 
from the over-haste of a clumsy-handed peasant,, 
to thrust a pi&cjket into our hand, and now we 
are beset by the like impediment. in our v^ 
court. To our Secretary with that gear, my lord 
— to our Secretary with that gear.*" 

*' I h^ye already offered my bumble Supplica- 
tion to yovCt Majesty^s Secretary of State,^ ^id 
Lord Glenvarloch— ** but it seems*-— •** 

^VThat he would not reoeiye it, I warrant ?^^ 
isaid the EiQg, interrupting him ; ^' by my aaiiT, 
our Secretaiy kens that point of king-citft, called 
refusing, better than we do, and will look at no^ 
thing but what he likes himsell-->-I think I wjud 
make a better Secretary to him than he to me.— - 
Weel, my lord, you are welcome to London;, and, 
as ye seem an acute and learned youth, I adyise 
ye to turn your neb northward a3 soon as ye Itke, 
and settle yoursell for a wbilcat Saint JVndr^ws, 
and we will be right glad to hear that you pros- 
per in your studies.— *>/nc«^9n&»^ remisJbriUer.''* 
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While the King spoke thus, he held the peti- 
tion of the young lord carelessly, like one who 
only delayed till the supplicant shack was turned, 
to throw it away, or at least lay it aside to.be no 
more looked at^ The petitioner, who read this 
in his cold and indifferent looksj and in the man- 
ner in which he twisted and crum|d€d tc^ther 
the paper, arose with a bitter sense of ai^er and 
diaappointment, made a profound oi)dsanoe, and 
was about to retire hastily. But Lord Hunt- 
inglen, Hrhb stood by him, checked his intention 
fay an almost imporoeptible touch upon the skirt 
of his cloak, and Nigel, taking the hint, retreat- 
ed only a few stqis from the royal presoice, and 
then made a pause. In the meantime. Lord 
Huntinglen knedled before James in his tum» 
and said'*'^^' May it please your Mi^esty to re« 
member, that upon one certain occasion you did 
promise to grant me a, boon erery year of your 

aacred life.^ 

f< I mind it weel^ man,^ answered James^ 
'^ I nund it wed, and good reason why— it was 
when you unclasped the fause txidtor Ruthven^s 
fiingB from about our royal throat, and drove 
your dirk into htm like a true subject. We did 
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then, as you remind us, (wfailk was unneoessiuy,) 
being partly beside ourselves with joy at our 
liberation, promise we would grant you a frap 
boon every year ; whilk promise, an our coming 
to mensefull possession of oiir royal lacigilties, we 
did confirm, re^tricHvS always and candUionaUr 
t$rj that your brdsbip's demand should be such 
as we, in our royal discretion^ should think reir- 
sonable.'' 

** Even so, gracious Sovereign,^ said the old 
Earl, *^ and may I yet farther crave to know, if 
I have ever exceeded the bounds of your royal 
benevolence?^ 

<< By my word, man, no !^ said the King ; ** I 
cannot remember yon have asked much for your*. 
self, if it be not a dog, or a hawk, or a buck out 
of our park at Theobald'*s, or such like* But to 
what serves this preface ?^ 

<< To the boon which I am now to ask of your 
grace,^* said Lord Huntinglen ; << which is, that 
your Majesty would be pleased, on the instant, to 
look at the placet of Lord Glenvarlocb, and do 
upon it what your own just and royal nature shall 
think meet and just, without reference to your 
l^retary or any other of your Coundl,"^ 
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«< Bjr itty saul, my lofed, dnl b sMi^,^ Aid 
the King ; <* ye are pleading for the son of ybUr' 
en^my !*• 

<< Of oMs ii'ho ttxo^ my enemy till your Majesty' 
made him my friend,"* answered I^oid Huntin. 
gten. 

«« Wed flpbken, ntylordP said the 'E3EAg ; <^alid 
with a true Christian spirit And, respe c ting 
the Supplication of this young man, I partly guesar 
where the matter lies ; i£nd in plain troth I had 
promised to George Heriot to be good to the lad 
— *»But then, here the shoe jmiches. Steenieand 
Baby Charles cannot al»de him^-^either <!an your 
own son, my lord ; and so ineffainks he had bet. 
ter go down to Scotland before he comes to ffl 
luck by them ^ 

<^ My son, an it please your lif ajesty, so far as 
he is concerned, shall not £rect my doings,^ said 
the £arl, ^ nor any wild-headed young man of 
tfiem alL^ 

<• Why, neither shall ihey mine,"* replied the 
Mbnarch ; *^ by my father'^s saul, none of them 
all shall play Rex with me — I will do what I 
will, and what I aught, like a free king.^ 
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*^ Ydur Majesty urill then grtoit me my boon ?* 
said the Lord Hunfinglen. 

<• Ay, marry will I— Huany will l^^ said the 
King ; ^ but follow me this way, man, where we 
may be more private.^ 

He led Lord Huntinglen with rather a hurried 
step through the courtiers, all of whom gazed 
earnestly on this unwanted scene, as is the &shion 
of all courts on similar occasions. The King 
passed into a little cabinet, and bade, in the first 
moment. Lord Huntinglen lock or bar the door ; 
but countermanded his direction in the next, say- 
ing,-«<< No, no, no— bread o^ life, man, I am a 
free King— will do what I will and what I diould 
—I amju8fu9 et tenax proponAj man««HQeyerthei. 
less, keep by the door. Lord Huntinglen,^ in case 
Steenie should come in with his mad humour.^^ 

^ O my poor master,^ groaned the Earl of 
Huntinglen. ^^ When you were in your own cold 
country, you had warmer blood in your veins.^ 

Hie King hastily glanced ovet the petition or 
memorial, every now and then glancing his eye 
towards the door, and then sinking it hastily on 
the paper, ashamed that Lord Huntinglen, whom 
he respected, should suspect him of timidity. 
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*' To grant [the tf^tfa," lie ^, itfter be^hid 
fiDisbed his hasty perusal, ** this is a faaxd case; 
^d harder thai^ it wasrepresentoi to m^y though 
I had some inkling of it before. And so the lad 
pn}y wants payment of the nller due froi^ us, in 
prdet to redaim his paternal estate ? Bat then, 
Huutinglen, tl^ lad will have otbcar debtcrr^nd 
fat what burthen himsell with sae pnf^y acrea of 
barren woodland ? let th^ land gaiiig, man, let the 
land gang; Steenie has the promise of it from 
our Scottish Chanjcellor-r:4t i? Ae best hanttng 
ground in Scotland-^-asd 'Bsbj Charie$ and Steie- 
nie want to kill a buck th^e this next year — they 
inaun hae the land^-they maun hae the land ; 
and our debt shall be paid to the young man 
pkck uad bawbee, and he may have the spends 
ing of it at our court ; or if be has sudi an card 
bungjer, W(«]ns ! man, we'll stuff his stomach with 
English land, which is yortb twice as much, ay^ 
ten times as much, as the^e accursed hills and 
heughs, and mosses and mipr.^ that he is sae keen 

rfter.'' 

All this while the poor King ambled up and 
^wn the apartment in a pit^iis state of uncer* 
tainty, yhich was made more ridiculous by his 
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sbamUkig ciretilar mode of nmoaging bis legs, 
imd hb ungainly fadbion of fiddling pn sudroc- 
caskms with the bunches of ribbands which faft- 
iened the lower part of Us dress^ 

Lord Huntinglen listened with great compos 
sure, and answered, '^ An it please your Miijesty, 
there was an answer yielded by Naboth when 
Ahab coveted liis Tineyard^— -* The Lord forbid 
that I should give the inheritaiK^ of my fathers 
unto thee/ " 

" Ey, my Icird — ey, my lord T ejaculated 
James, while all the colour mounted botb to^hif 
eheek and nose ; ^ I hope ye mean not to teach 
me divinity ? Ye need not fear, my Icnrd, that I 
will lAun to di> justice to every aaan ; and, since 
yoar lordship will give me no help ta ^ke up 
this in a more peaceful manner-*-rwhilk, methinks, 
would be better for the young man, as I said be» 
fore, — ^why — ^^nce it maun be so— "^sdeath, I 
am a free king, man, and he shall have his money 
and redeem his land, and make a kirk and a 
miln of it, an he will.^ So saying, he hastily 
wrote an order on the Scottish Exchequer for 
the sum in questicm, and then added, ^^ How 
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attty are to pay it I see not ; but I warnmt be 
will find money on tbe order asokong the grid-* 
smiths, who can find it for every one but me.-^ 
And now you see, my Lord of Huntinglen, ^t 
I am neither an untrue man, to deny you the 
boon whilk I became bound for, nor an Ahab, 
to covet Naboth^s vineyard ; nor a mere nose-^ 
wax, to be twisted this way and that, by favou-- 
rites and councilors at thar jdeasure. I think 
you will grant now that I am none of those ?** 

^ You are my own native and noble Prince,* 
said Huntinglen, as he kndt to kiss tbe royal 
haad**-^^ just and generous, whenever you listen 
to the workings of your own heart* 

^ Ay, ay,* said the King, laughing good-na- 
turedly, as he raised his fttthful servant from the 
ground, ^* that is what ye all say when I do 
any diing to please ye. There— there, take the 
sign-manual, and away with you and this young 
fellow, I wonder Ste^ie and Baby Charles have 
not broken in on us before now* 

Lord Huntinglen hastened from tbe cal»net, 
foreseeing a scene at which he waa unwiUing to 
be present, but which sometanes occunred when 



TU£ FOBTUKSS OF NIGEL. 951 

James roused himself so far as to exert his own 
free will, of which he boasted so much^ in spite 
of that of his imperious favourite Steenie, as he 
called the Duke of Buckingham, from a suppo- 
sed resemblance betwixt his very handsome coun- 
tenance, and that with which the Italian artists 
represented the proto-martyr Stephen. In jGact, 
the haughty favourite, who had the unusual good 
fortune to stand as high in the opinum of the 
heir-«pparent as of the esistmg monarch, had 
considerably diminished his reispect towards the 
latter ; and it was ajqiarent, to the mote shrewd 
courtiers, that James endured his domination ra- 
ther from habit, timidity, and a dread of enooua- 
tering his stormy pikssions, than from any heart- 
felt continuation of regard toWards him, whose 
greatness had been the work of his own hands, 
l^o save himself the pain of seeing what was 
likely to take place on the Duke^s return, and to 
preserve the King from the additicmal hunulia- 
tion which the presence of such a witness must 
have occasioned, theEarl left the cabinet as speed- 
ily as possible, having first carefully pocketed the 
important sign-manual. 
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No sooner bad he eatered the presence^roooiy 
than he hastily sought Lord Glenvarloch, who 
bad withdrawn into the embrazure of one of the 
windows, from the general gaze of men who 
seemed disposed only to afford him the notice 
which arises from surprise and curiosity, and ta* 
king hkn by the arm, without spedking, led him 
out of the presence-chamber into the first anU« 
room. Here they found the worthy goldsmith, 
who approached them with looks of curiosity, 
which were checked by the old lord, who said 
hastily, — ^^ All ia well^— -Is your barge in wait- 
ing?^ HaiotansweredintheaffirmatiTe. ^Then,^ 
said Lord Huntinglen, ** you shall give me a cast 
in it, as the watermen say, and I, in requital, will 
give you both your dinner ; fc»* we must have 
some conversation togethtf .** 

They both followed the Earl without speak- 
ing, and were in the second anti*>room when the 
important annunciation of the u^her8, and the 
hasty murmur with which all m^e am}de way as 
the company repeated to ^ch other, — *^ The 
Duke — the Huke r made, them aware of the ap- 
proach of the omnipotent fayotuite« 



r 
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He entered, that unhappy minion of oourt fa- 
vour, sumptuously dressed in the picturesque at- 
tire which will live for ever on the canvas of Van- 
dyke, and which marks so well the proud age, 
when aristocracy, though undc^rmined and nod- 
ding to its fall, still, by external show and pro. 
fuse expence, endeavoured to assert its paramount 
superiority over the inferior orders. The hand- 
some and commanding countenance, stately form, 
and graceful acjtion and manners of the Duke of 
Buckingham, made him become that picturesque 
dress beyond any man of his time. At present, 
however, his countenance seemed discomposed, 
his dress a little more disordered than became the 
place, his step hasty, and his voice imperative. 
# All marked the angry spot upon his brow, and 
bore back so suddenly to make way for hint, that 
the. Earl of Huntinglen, who affected no extra- 
ordinary haste on tlie occasion, with his compa- 
nions, who could not, if they would, have decent- 
ly left him, remained as it were by themselves in 
the middle of the room, and in the very path of 
the angry favourite. He touched his cap sternly 
as he looked on Huntinglen, but unbonnetted to 
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Haiot, and sunk his beaTer^ vidi its shadowy 
plume, as low as the floor, with a jarofoand. air of 
mock respect In returning his greetings which 
he did mraply and unaffectedly, the citizen only 
.said,<»— '* Too much courtesy, my lord duke, is 
. often the reverse of kindness.^ 

^^ I grieve you shoukl think so. Master He- 
riot,^ answered the Duke ; ^^ I <Hily meant, by 
my homage, to claim your protection, sir-^your 
patroaage. You are become, I understand, a 
sdidtor of suits-«-a promoter*— aa undertaken— «- 
a fautor of court. suitcNrs of merit and quality^ 
who chance to be pennyless. I trust your bags 
will bear you out in your new boast^ 

^< They will bear me the farther, my lord 
duke,^ answered the goldsmith, <' that my boast 
is but smalL^ 

^' O, you do yourself less than justice^ my 
good Master Heriot,^ continued the Duke, in 
die same tone, of irony ; *^ you have a marvel- 
lous court-faction, to be the son of an Edinburgh 
tinker. Have the goodness to prefer me to the 
knowledge of the high-bom noUanan who is ho- 
noured and advantaged by your patronage.^ 



<< That shall be ^ ta^,"" 8i^ Ix>xd Huntin- 
glen, with em^asis. ^^ My Lord Duke, I de^ 
sire you to know Nigel Olifauat, Lcnrd Gl^var- 
, loch, re{»«8entatiye of one of the most aticient 
and powerful baronial bouses in Seotknd.-^Lord 
Glenvarloch, I {n^escfat you to his Grace the 
Duke of Buckingham, r^presentatiTe of Sir 
Greorge YiiUers £night, of Brookesby, in the 
county of Leicester." 

The Duke coloured still more high as he bow- 
ed to L^d Glenvarloch soom&lly, a courtesy 
which the other returned haughtily, and widt re- 
strained indignation. ^^ We know each oilier, 
then," said the Duke, after a moment^s pause, 
mi as if be bad B&ea soBaething in the ycning no- 
bleman which merited more serious notice than 
the bitter rfdllery with which he had commenced. 
♦* We know each other — and you know me, my 
)ord> for your enemy." 

*^ I thank you for your plainness, my lord 
dhjke," replied Nigel ; <^ an open enemy is bet- 
ter dian a hollow friend." 
u *^ For you, my Linrd I&mliiiglen," said the 



286 THK FOETUN£S OF KiGEt. 

Puke, ^^ methmks you have but now oyerstep- 
ped the limits of the indulgence permitted to you, 
as ihe father of the Prinee'^s friend^ and my own.^ 

** By my faith, my lord duke^^ rq>lied the 
Earl, ** it is easy for any one to outstep bounds 
aries, of the eidstence of which he was not aware. 
It is' neither to secure my protection nor ap 
probaUon, that my son keeps such exalted com- 
pany." 

'' O, my lord, we know you, and indulge 
you,^ said the Duke ; ^< you are one of those who 
presume for a life-long upon the merit of one 
good action." 

<* In faith, my lord, and if it be so," said the 
old Earl, <^ I have at least the advantage of such 
as prestione more than I do, without having 4one 
any action of merit whatever. But I mean not 
to quarrel with you, my lord— we can nrither 
be friends nor enemies — ^you have your path, and 
I have mine." 

Buckingham only replied by throwing on lus 
bonnet, and shaking its lofty plume with a c«fe- 
less and scornful toss of the head. They parted 
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thus; the Duke walking onwards through the 
apartments, and the others leaving the palace and 
repairing to Whitehall stairs, where they embark- 
ed on board the barge of the citizen. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Bid not thy foitttne tioll upon the wheek 
Of yonder dandng cubes of mottled bone ; 
And drown it not, like Egypt^s loyal harlot, 
Difiolving her rich peul in the brinmi*d wine-cup. 
These axe the arts, Lothario, whidi shrink acres 
Into brief yards— bring^sterling pounds to farthings, . 
Credit to infamy ; and ihe poor guQ 
Who mi^t have lived an honour'd, easy lifti| 
To rain, and an unregarded grave. * 

TheChoMgeu 

When they were fairly embarked on the 
Thames, the Earl took from his pocket the Sup- 
plication, and pointing out to George Heriot the 
royal warrant indorsed thereon, asked him, if it 
were in due and regular form ? The worthy d- 
tiien hastily read it over, thrust forth his hand 
as if to congratulate the Lord Glenvarlocb, then 
checked himself, pulled out his barnacles, (a pre- 
sent from old David Ramsay,) and again peru- 
sed the warrant with the most business-like mid 



THE FORTUNES OF MI6SL. 259 

critical attehtion. <^ It is strictly correct and 
formal,^ he said^ looking to the Earl of Huntin.. 
gkn ; ^ and t ancorely rejoice at it^ 
. << I doubt nothing of its formality»^ said the 
Earl; << the Sing understands business well, 
and if hp does not practise it often> it is only be- 
cause indolence obscures parts, whidi ace natu- 
rally well qualified for the discharge of afiairs. 
But what b next to be done for our yomig friend^ 
Master Heriot ? You know bow I am circrnn* 
stanced. Scottish Icnoda living at the Fugltsb 
court have seldom command of money ; y«t, vau 
less a-sum can be presently raised on this war- 
rant, matters standing as you hastily hii^ed to 
me> the mortgage, wadsctt, or whaterer it is 
called, will be foreclosed.^ 

<^ It is true,^ said Heriot, in some embarrass- 
ment ; ^' there is a large sum wanted in redenq^ 
tion— -yet, if it is not raised, there will be an ex-» 
piry of the legal, as our lawyers call it, and the 
estate will be evicted.^ 

" My noble— my worthy friends, who haye 
taken my cause up so undeservedly, so unex- 
pectedly,^ said Nigel, ^* do not let me be a bur* 
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dea on your kindness. Yon have already done 
too mudi where nothing was merited.'^ 

'^ Peace, man, peaoe,^ said Lord Huntinglen, 
^* and let old Heriot and I puzzle this so^it out 
He is about to open— hark to him!* 

^ My lord,^ sud the cttizen, «< the Duke of 
Buckingham sneero at our dty money Owgs; yet 
they can acHnedmes open, to prop a falling and a 
noble house." 

^* We know they can," said Lord Huntinglen 
_<< mind not Buckingham, he is a Peg-a^Bam- 
say-^md now for the remedy." 

^^ I partly hinted to Lord Glenvarloch already," 
said Heriot, ^^ that the redemption*money might 
be advanced upon such a warrant as the present, 
and I will engage my credit that it can. Butthen, 
in order to secure the lender, he must ccnne in 
the shoes of the creditor to whom he advances 
payment." 

<* Come in his shoes !" replied the Earl ; '^ Why, 
what have boots or Aoes to do with this matter, 
my good friend ?" 

'^ It is a law phrase, my lord. My expadenoe 
has made me pick up a few of them," said Heriot^ 
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Ay, and of better things alongst with them. 
Master George,^ replied Lord Hunlinglen; ** but 
what means it ?^ 

'* Simply tMs,^ resumed the citizen ; *' that the 
lender of this money will transact with the holder 
of the mortgage, or wadsett, oyer the estate of 
Glenvarlodb, and obtain from him such a convey- 
ance to his right as shall leave the lands pledged 
for the debt, in case the warrant upon the Scottish 
. Exchequer should prove unproductive. I fear, 
in this uncertainty of public credit, that, without 
some such counter-security, it will be very diffi- 
cult to find so large a sum.^ 

<< Ho la r said the Earl of Huntinglen, << halt 
there I a thought strikes me.— What if the new 
creditor should admire the estate as a hunting- 
field, as much as my Lord Grace of Buckingham 
seems to do, and should wish to kill a buck there 
in the summer season ? It seems to me^ that on 
your plan. Master George, our new friend will be 
as well entitled to block Lord Glenvarloch out of 
his inheritance as the present holder of the mort- 
gage*" 

The citizen laughed. *^ I will engage,^ he ' 



96K THE FORTUKSS OF NiaBL. 

mdf ** that the ke^iest sportomaa to whom I 
nmy apply on this occasion, shall not have a 
thought beyond the Lord Mayor^s Easter-hunt^ 
in Epping-ForesL But your lordship^s caution 
is reascHiable. The creditor must be bound to 
alloir Lord Gleiiyarloeh suffident time to redeem 
his estate by means of the royal warrant — they 
must waive in his favour the right of instant fore- 
dosnre, which may be, I should think, the more 
easily managed, as the right of redemption must 
be exercised in his own nome.^ 

*' But Kiiere shall we find a person in London 
fit to draw the necessary writings?*' said the 
EarL << If my didfriendSu: John Skene of Hal- 
yards had lived, we diould have had his advice; 
but time presses, and—- *-*•'" 

'< I know,^ said Heriot, '< an (xcpban lad, a 
scrivener, that dwdls by T^nple-Bar ; he can 
draw deeds both after the English and Scotch 
fashion, and I have trusted him citeaoi in thii^ 
<tf woght and of importance. I will send one Df 
my serving-men for him, and the mutual deeds- 
may be executed in your lordship^s presence ; for. 
as things iHand, th^e should be no delay«^ His 
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lordship readily assented ; afid^as tbej now land- 
ed upon the prirat^ istairs leaditig dbwn to Obh 
river fedtn the gardens of the handsome hotd 
irhidi he inhidbtted, die messenger ^aa^dk^fch- 
ed wHhottt loss (^ timb. 

Nigel, who had sate almost litiipified while 
these seolotis friends Volunteered f&t him in ar-* 
ranging the measures by whieh his foHune was 
to be disembarrassedj ndw made aiiotii^ eager 
attempt to force upon them his broken eftpreft* 
sions of thttiks and gmtitude. Biit he wi» again 
sileneed by Lord Huntinglen^ who decked lie 
would hear no wcffd on that tc^e, and prpjiiosed 
instead^ that they should take a ttim in the pleaeH- 
«d all^, or «k upon the etone beiich wlii^ dt^^ 
looked the Thames^ until his son^s SEFrif id f^hcyitld 
give the ingnal fcft dinner« 

<< I desire to introduee Dalgaimo anfd Lord 
Glenvarloch to each other,^ he said^ *^ as two who 
will benear nmghbours^and I trust will be more 
kind ones than theirfatharswefefbrmerly^ Th«e 
is but three Scots miles betwixt the eastles, and 
the tutretatif the one ftreviniblefi'om the battle* 
ments of the other.'' . 
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T^ii old Earl was8ilaitforainoiiiait,tfida{^ 
pettred to muse iip<m the recoUectioiis whii^ the 
Yidnity of the castles had sununoned up. 

^ Does Lord Dalgarno follow the court to. 
Newmarket next week?^ said Heriot, by way 
of removing the conversation. 

*^ He {nropoaes so, I think^** answered Lord 
Httuling^en, relapsed into his reverie for a mi- 
nute or two, and then addi^essed Nigel somewhat 
abruptly*--- 

^ My yonngfriend^ when you attain poBsesaon 
of your inheritance, as I trust you soon wiU^ I 
trust you will not add one to the idle followers of 
the court, but reode on your patrimonial estate^ 
dieosh your ancieitf tenants, relieve and assist 
your poor kinsmen, protect the poor i^ainst sub- 
altem oppression, and do what our fathers used 
to do, with fewer li|^itaand with less means than 
we have,'* 

*< And yet the advice to keep the country,^ 
said Heriot, *< comes £rom an ancient and cob^ 
stant aniament of the conrt^ 

'^ From an old ccmrtier mdeed,^ said tibe Earl^ 
<^ and the first of my &mily that could so wiUe 
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himself'— -my grey beard falls on a cambric ruff, 
and a silken doublet — ^my father^s descended up- 
on a buff coat and a breast-plate. I would not 
that these days of battle returned ; but I should 
love well to make the oaks of my old forest of 
Dalgamo ring once mixre with halloo, and horn, 
and hound, and to have the old 8tone*arehed hall 
return the hearty shout of my vassals and tenants, 
as the bicker and the quaigh walked their rounds 
amongst them. I should like to see the broad 
Tay once more before I die— not even the Thames 
can match it, in my mind»^ 

^* Surely, my lord,^ said the citizen, << all this 
might be easily done--Hit costs but a moment^s 
resolution, and the journey of some brief days, 
and you would be where you dei^re to be«i-«what 
is there to prevent you ?^ 

*^ Habits, Master George, habits,^ replied the 
Earl, *^ which to young men are like threads of 
alk, so lightly are they wcnrn, so soon broken ; but 
which hang on our old limbs as if time bad stif« 
fened them into gyves of iron. To go to Scotland 
for a brief space w^e but labour in vain ; and 
when I think of abiding there, I cannot Indng 
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mjwdt to limine my old Maater, to whom I fkncjr 
myself aometknes usef ul, and whoie weal and woe 
I lia¥0 ihaied fiv 80 nuuiy yean. BiitDd[ga»» 
dbaU bd n Scottish noUe.^ 

«< Has he visited the North ?"* said Heriot 

*^ He was tbare last year, and made such a nd^ 
povt of the coamry , that the Pritiee has escpressed 
a lo&gitig to see it.^ 

^* Lord Dalgamo is in h^ graee with his 
Highness, and the Duke of Buckini^iam 9^ oh- 
eenred the goldsmith. 

" He is so,* answered the £arl,«-^<^ I pray it 
may^liefortheadTantageofthemalL The Prince 
isjust and equitablein his^Boitini^its^thoa^ cold 
and stately in his manners, and very obstinate in 
his most trifling purposes ; and the Duke, neUb' 
and gallant, and generous and open, is fi»y^ 
aml^ous, and inq)etaou& D^amo has none 
of these feults, and such aa he may hanre of his 
own, may perchance be corrected by the society 
in whidi he movss.«**See, here he eomes^^ 

Lord Dalgamo accordingly adranced from the 
farther end of the alley to the bendi on i^Hchfais 
father and his g^iests were seated, so that Nigel 

3 
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bad full leisure to pcrruse his countenan^ and fi^ 
gure. He was dresa^ed point-device, and almost 
to extremity, in the splendid fashion of the t»me» 
which suited well with his age^ probably about 
five-^md^twenty, with a noble form aiMi fine coun* 
ienance, in which last could easily be traced the 
manly features of his father, but softened by ^ 
more habitual air of assiduous courtesy than the 
stout old Earl had ever condescended to assume 
towards the world in general. In other respects^ 
bis address was gallant, free, and unencuttibered 
either by pride or ceremony'^^far remote certainly 
from the charge either of haughty coldness or fort 
ward impetuosity ; and so far his father bad jiistly 
fined him from the marked faults wfaieb he a8e)i«> 
bed to the maimers of the Prince and his hivon^ 
rite Bud^ingfaamt 

While the old Earl presented his jonng ac- 
quaintance Lord Glenvarloch to his son, as one 
whom he would have him love and honour, Nigel 
marked the countenance of Lord Dalgurnd dose* 
ly, to see if he could detect au§^t of that secret 
dislike which the King had, in one of bis hro*. 
ken expostulations, seemed to intimate, as ari* 
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sing from a clashing of interests betwixt his new 
friend and the great Buckingham. But nothing 
of this was visible; on the contrary, Lord Dal- 
gamo received his new acquidntance with the 
open frankness and courteqr which makes con- 
quest at once^ when addressed to the feelings of 
an ingenious young man. 

It need hardly be told that his open and friend- 
ly address met equally ready rad cheerful acoep- 
tation from Nigel Olifaunt. For many months, 
and while a youth not much above two^and-twen- 
ty, he had been restrained by drcumstances from 
the conversation of his contemporaries. When, 
on his father^s sudden death,he left the LowCoun- * 
tries for Scotland, he had found himself involved, 
apparently inextricably, with the details of the law, 
all of which threatened to end in the alienation of 
the patrimcmy which idiould support his heredi- 
t^yrank. His tenn of smc«re mourning, joined * 
to injured pride and the swelling of the heart un- 
der unexpected and undeserved misfortune, toge^ 
ther with the uncertainty attending tibe issue of 
bis affair^ had induced the yoiug Lord Glenvar- 
loch to lead, while in Scotland, a very private and 
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reserved course of life. How he had passed his 
time in London, the reader is acquainted with. 
But this melancholy and secluded course of life 
was neither agreeable to his age nor to his tem- 
per, which was genial and sociable. He hailed, 
therefore, with sincere pleasure, the approaches 
which a young man of his own age and rank made 
towards him ; and when he had exchanged with 
Lord Dalgarno some of those words and signals 
by which, as surely as by those of free-masonry, 
young people recognize a mutual wish to be agree- 
able to. each other, it seemed as if the two noble- 
men had been acquainted for some time. 

Just as this tacit intercourse had been establish- 
ed, one of Lord Huntinglen^s attendants came 
down the alley, marshalling onwards a man dress- 
ed in black buckram, who followed him with con- 
siderable speed, considering that, according to 
his sense of reverence and propriety, he kept his 
body bent and parallel to the horizon from the 
moment ihat he came in sight of the company to 
which he was about to be presented. 

" Who is this, you cuckoldy knave,^ said the 
old lord, who had rettuned the keen appetite and 
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impatience of a Scatish Baron even during a kmg 
dienation from his native country ; <^ and whj 
does John Cook^ with a murrain to him, keep 
back dinner ?^^ 

'< I believe we are oiu'selves req>onsib1e for 
this person^s intrusion,** said George Heriot; 
^' this is the scrivener whom we desired to o cc ^« ■* 
Look up, man, and see us in the face as an ho- 
nest man should, instead of bearing thy noddle 
charged against us thus like a battering-ram.** 

The scrivener did look iqp accordingly, with 
the action of an automaton which suddmly obeys 
the impulse of a pressed spring. But, strange to 
tell, not even the haste he had made to attend his 
patron*s mandation, a business, as Master He- 
riot*s message ex|H«8sed, of weight and impor- 
tance— oiay, not even the state of depression in 
which, out of sheer humility doubtless, he had 
his head stooped to the earth from the moment he 
had trode the demesnes of the Earl of Huntin^ 
g^n, had called any colour into his countenance. 
The drops stood on his brow from haste and toil, 
but his ched^ was still pale and tallow-coloufed as 
before ; nay, what seemed stranger, his very hair. 
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when he raised his head, hxixkg down on either 
cheek as straight and sleek and undisturbed as it 
was when we first introduced him to our readers, 
seated at his quiet and humble desk. 

Lord Dalgamo could not forbear a stifled 
laugh at the ridiculous and puritanical figuxe 
which presented itself like a starved anatomy to 
the oompany, and whispered at the same time 
into Lord Glenvarloch^s ear<*- 

'' The devil damn thee hlack^ thou cream*&oed lomi^ 
Where got'st thou that goose look ?" 

Nigel was too little acquainted with the Engu 
lish stage, to understand a quotation which had 
^^l*^Mdy gfown matter of com»0a aUttsion in Lon* 
don. Lord Dalgamo^ saw that he was not un- 
derstood, and continued, *' That fellow, by his 
visage, should either be a saint, or a most hypo» 
critical rogue— and such is my excellent opinion 
of humaa nature, that I always suspect the 
worst. But they seem deep in business. Will 
you make a turn with me in the garden, my lord, 
or will you remain a member of the serious con- 
clave ?^ 



L 
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** With you, my lord, most willinglj,'* said 
Nigel ; and they were turning away accordingly, 
when George Heriot, with the formality belong- 
ing to his station, observed, that, <^ as their bud- 
ness concerned Lord Glenvarloch, he had better 
remain, to make himself master of it, and witness 
to it* 

'^ My presence is utterly needless, my good 
lord ;— and, my best friend. Master Heriot,* said 
the young nobleman, *^ I shall understand no- 
thing the better for cumbering you with my ig- 
norance in these matters; and can only say at 
the end, as I now say at the b^inning, that I 
dare not take the helm out of the hand of the 
kind pilots who have already guided my course 
within sight of a fair and unhoped-for haven. 
Whatever you recommend to me as fitting, I 
shall sign and seal ; and the import of the deeds 
I will better learn by a brief explanation from 
Master Heriot, if he will bestow so much trou- 
ble in my behalf, than by a thousand learned 
words and law terms from this person of skill.^ 
He is right,'' said Lord Huntinglen ; ** our 
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young fnend is right, in confiding these matters 
to you and me, Master George Heriot— he has 
not misplaced his confidence.^ 

Master George Heriot cast a long look after 
the two young noblemen, who had now walkeil 
down the alley arm in arm, and at length said, 
*^ He hath not indeed misplaced his coi^dence, 
as your lordship well and truly says— but, ne« 
vertheless, he is not in the right path ; for it be. 
hoyes every man to become acquunted with his 
own affairs, so soon as he hath any that are worth 
attending to.^ 

When he had made this observation, they ap» 
plied themselves, with the scrivener, to look into 
\Earious papers, and to direct in what manner 
writings should be draiwn, whidi might at once 
aiFord sufficient security to those who were to 
advance the money, and at the same time to pre* 
serve the right of the young nobleman to redeem 
the family estate, provided he should obtain the 
means of doing so, by the expected reimburse- 
ment from the Scotdsh Exchequer, or otherwise/ 
It is needless to enter into these details. But it it 
not unimportant to mention, as an illustration of 
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Aiuraeter^ Qmi Heriot entej^ed into tbe motA mi. 
Bute legat details witb n i^fecKion wUdi shewed 
that experience had made him laaiter even of the 
intrkaeiefifof ScbttiabreoBVe^^apcing ; and that the 
£arl of HuBliqgleil^ though fax less acquainted 
-pith tedinidal d^tail^ auffered no step of the buN 
siness to pass ovar, tintil; he had attwied a ge. 
Mini butdistiiict idea oC its import and its {vo*^ 
piiety. 

. Th^ aeened to^ be admiral^ly seconded in 
ihm bmeifioiait intentions towards the joung 
Lord Glenvarloch, by the skill and eag» seal 
of the teriv^oeri wb<»ii Heriot had introduced 
to this, piece of tnisinetis^ tbe most important^ 
which Axxliew had e?er. transacted m his life^- 
wd.tbe particulaiis of which were mor^ver i^^ 
tiled in'hia presence between: an actual earl ^ a^d 
one whose wca}tb 9ai diafa^tet aaight entitle 
him to be'iddormaaof his wasd, if nottobe lord 

. Whila tb^ were thus in eag^ conversation oa 
llu«iie8S» tbe good £arl^ even fiH'getting the calls 
ef his appetite^ $nd the delay of dinner, in hi» 
anxiety ta see that the scrivenec received proper- 
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instructions, and that all was rightly weighed and* 
considered, before dismissing him to engross the 

» * 

necessary deeds, the two young men walked to- 
gether on the terrace ,wluch overhung the rivef,' 
and talked on the topics which Lord Dalgarno,* 
the eldest, and the most experienced, thought 
niost likely to interest his new friend. * * 
' These naturally regarded the pJeasures at- 
tending a court life; and Lord Dalgamo ex* 
pressed much surprise at understanding that Ni- 
gel proposed an instant return to Scotland. 

" You are jesting whh. me,'* he fmd. ** All th« 
iourt rings-=-it is needfess to mince it— with tbi* 
e)ctraordinary success of your suit — agunst the 
highest interest, it is said, now inflaenetng th6 
hamson at Whitehall. Men thinfc t)f ytm— tidk 
of you— fix their eyes on you— ask each other j 
who is this young Scotch lord, ^ho has stepped sd 
far in a single day ? They augur, in whispeni 
to each other, how high and how far you may 
push your fortune — and all that you desigtil to 
make of it, is to return to Scotland, eat raw oat^ 
meal cakes, baked upon a peat-fire, have your 
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hand shaken bj every looa of a Uue-bonnet who 
daobses to dub you cousiOvthoiigfa yenr rektion^ 
ship conies bj Noah ; drink Scoto twopenny-de, 
tat half-starved red-deer venison, when you can 
kill it, ride 'Upon a galloway , and be called ny 
right honourable and maist worthy 1<^^ ^ 

« There is no great gaiety in the proepeet^be* 
foieme,! confess,^ ssid Lord Glen^arloch, <^^ven 
if your fadier and good Master Heiiot sheuM 
succeed-in putting ray affiur^ on some foodng of 
{^unblebope. And y^ I trust to do something 
tor my vassals, as my ancestors before i6e^ and 
to teaeb toy children, as I have mysdf been 
tang^t, to make some penonal sacrifices^ if tbef 
be necessary, in order to maintain with dignity 
the atuaticoi in which tbey are placed by Piavi-. 
dence.^ 

I^ord Dalgamo^ after faaviiig once <or twice 
atifled bis laughter during this iqpeecb, at lei^tk 
broke out intd^a^t of mirth,. so hearty imd so 
^ri^tl^s, that, angry as he was, the^l of sym- 
pAthy swept Nigel aJonfp with, him, and,*de^te 
of biAiself, heoould not forbear to join ifi4i burst 
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of kiighter, wbidilie thought notiocily causeleMy 
but almoftt impertinefit. 

He soon recaolkcted himself however; ami 
mds in a tone qualified to allay Lord Dalgarno^# 
exlrenfe mirth, <* This is all well, my krd; but 
how am I to understand your merrimeiit?!^ liOrd 
Dalgamo oiily^ anstrered him with redoubkd 
fieala of laughter, and at lengA held by Lord 
.Gkii.¥ar]och''s cloak, as if to preyent his falihig 
down on the gzoioid^ in the extreonty of his 
«N9nvttkiQiK . • 

At Jaagth'>. while Nigel ^ stood half aboahed'y 
htU angry^ at faeoomii^ thus the subject of hii 
new acquaintance'^s ridicule, and was o&ty Tte^ 
iitmifled frsm expcsessing. his resentment i^inst 
the 8on, by a sense of the obligations he owed 
the father. Lord Dalgarno recovered himself, 
wd spoke in a/balf'^broken Toice, his eyes stiH 
miimogt wkh tears. *^ Imrave your pardon, my 
dear Lord GlenviarIoGh-**ten' thousand tim^ dd 
I crave your parion« But that last picture of ru>- 
Tsl digwty, accompanied by your grave aad 
angry surprise at my laughing at what would 
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Iiave made any court-Jbred farand lintgh, tbiit 
had but 8o much as bayed the moon' once horn 
ibecourt-yard at Whitehall) totidly oyoreametee. 
Why, my liefest and deadest lord, you, a young 
and handsome felloir^ vith high birth, a iHIe, 
hnd the tiaine of an estate, so wdl i^eceiyed by 
lEtKt Kibg at your first starting, as radoes your 
further progress scarce matter of doubt, if yoa 
know how to improire it^^for the King has al- 
ready said jou are ' a braw lad,- and well'StuAed 
in the more humane letters^-^-you, too^ whom 'ail 
the women, lind th& very marked beautiet of the 
court, denfe to see, because you came from Ley- 
den, were borli in Scotland, and have gained a 
hard contested suit in England — you, I say, 
ividi a person like a prince, an eyeof fire, and M 
^t as quick, to tlnnk of throwing your cards oa 
the table when the game is in your very hand, 
running back to the froaen norths and marrying-** 
let me s ee a tall, stalking, blue-«yed, fair-skin^ 
ned bonny wench, with eighteen quarters in her 
Scutcheon, a sort of Lot'^s wife, newlydeseendcd 
frqpi her pedestiJj and with her to sbutjoufself 
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tip in jour tapertried chamber fUh^ gadf-r- 
'Swouns, I ehaH never survive the idea T 

It is seldom diat yoath, however bigh^mnded, 
is able, from mere streD|^h tl chonicter andprin- 
ciple, to support itself a^^nst lire foroe of ridi- 
t^nle. Half angry, half mortified, and, to* aajr 
irutfa, half ashamed of his more manly and bet- 
4er purpose, Nigel was unable, and flattered hua- 
self it was unnecessary^ to play die jRurt of a xi* 
gid moral patriot^ m preaenoe of. a jfpung maa 
'Whose' current fluenuy cif language, as wdl as 
Ibs 'experience in the highest cirdles of society, 
gave him, in spite of NigePs better and firmar 
thoughts^ a temporary ascendancy over hkn. He 
teiight, therdPore^ •tocanfiraHutei'the ndatlerv and 
«toid farther debate, by frankly owning, that if 
to return to his asm country werp not his cbcikey 
It was at least a matter of neceiteity* " His affairs,^ 
he saidy *^ wer« unsettled^ Ua income precarious** 
** And where is he whose aiRdrs ,are settled, or 
whose income is less than precarious, that is to 
be found in attendance on the court f^ said Lord 
Dalgamo ; ^* all are either losing or wimlhig. 
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llio^^bo.haw vmh^$' come bkh^ to gn.rid 
of ity while the luqppy gallants who, Uke jioa 
and I9 de«r Gleiivarlocb, hm^ Uttle oraone^ 
hiive eveicy cbanee to be Bhat&» ia tbdir 9pailft»^ 

*' I have no ambidoa qt that ioct^^ said 1& 
gel, ^Vaod if I had^ I aiuftt tell you pkdid j, 
X^ord. D^pMmo, I^tvupa^nottlieiPcaaEis toda.80, 
I caa soarce as yet call the auU I wear lay xmin^ 
Xavre >it» and I do not blush to say ao^ to the 
fwwdAkp oi yondes ffood aaao.^ 

*' I. will ]>ot laugh again, ifj^canhd^itT *ttd 
X^ Dldgarno.. << But, Li^ I that yos shoidd 
baire^gppQ to a-i^eakhy goUsnath ibr your hdait 
«^^]]gr9 I oQuId have teoof^t you to aa<licKiaB| 
eoafi^i^ tailor, who should have f iKxushed j^ou 
wk^.hl^f'li.di^en, maidy &r Io«eaf the Sttk. 
w^trd, f kprdi^ipy^ whifih yoii^idaaa hefiore foar 
name ;•*— and^ then your gqUUniithy if be be really 
a friendly gddsmith, should haTe equqyped yaa 
withr sudi a pime of fair rose-ndblss as would 
have bought j^uthnos; as many suits^ or dooa 
better things fm* you/* 

** I .do not understand these fiisb]oii% nay 
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tcMrd,^ said Nigel^. his cUspIeasui^ mastetiog his 
shame $ '^ were I ta attend the court of my Se^ 
inereigni it should he when I could maintain/ 
. wkhout shifting or berrowing, the^ess and re- 
tinue which my rank sequites.^ 

^* Whidi my rank requires T said Lovd Dal« 
gamo, repeaf6»g lus last wc»sds^ '^ tbiM;, now; w 
as good as if my father had spoke it I famy 
you would love to move to court like him,' fdU 
lowed by a round eeoie of old blue^bottles, wilh 
inflate heaipEi^ and aid noses^ wiA Imehlers and 
bnMMbwards, which th&r hands, tnend'hng be« 
twixi age and atmng watars, can make no vliseof 
— *a8 maay huge silver, badges on their arms, to 
shew lAMiieflisdb dngr ai%' as wiUld fumidi forth 
a eonat cupboard c£ {^te^^nrogues fit for nothing 
but to fifi our an^M^hamberis withthe flavour of 
i^^ns and gemevre--»pah r 

: MThepoor knaves!*^ said LcNrd Glenvarloch ; 
<* they have -served y<hir father, it may be, in the 
wars* What would become of them w«« he to 
turn them off r 

<^ Whyyletthemgo to the hos^tal,** said Dal- 
ffLvnOf ^* or to the bridge-end, to scU switches. 
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«The King is a bMst man thi^ my Ikher, and 
you ate those who bmre-strir^d in Ms tiriM do so 
.every day ; on, when thdr blue coats were w^U 
worn- out, they would nudce i^gre scare-crows. 
Here is a fellow, now,> comefr down the walk ; 
the stoutest raven daffdiuitcon^ within a yard 
of that (xqiper nose. Iteilyou, theveJii^sioces^- 
vice, as you will soon •see, in my » valet of the 
chasriber^ and sudi a lither lad^as my page Lutin, 
than^ there is in a scone of these ^ddmemorials ef 
the Douglas^ wars^t where they ciU each others 
throats for the chance 4>£ -finding twelve poinies 
Soots on the person of the slain. Marry, my 
* lord, to make amends, ibej wiM jeal mouldy vic- 
tuals, and drink stale ale, as if tbeir bellies were 
puncheons..^But thedimier-bell is going to soimd 
.---hark, it iscleariiigits ruaty tiiroaty with-apre 
liminary jowl. That is mK)thcr damorous iv» 
Jiqoe of antiqinty, that, were I master, shoidd 
soon be at the bottom of the Thames. How the 
foul fiend can it interest the peasants and me- 
chanics in the Strand^ to know that the Sari of 
Hunttnglen is mtting down to dinner ? But my 
.father looks our way-^we must not' be late for 
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the grace, or we shall be in disgrace, if you 
will for^ve a quibble which wotiki have made 
his Majesty laugh. ' You will find us all of a 
jtteoe, and having been aoeustomed to eat in sau- 
iiers abroad, I am asbain^ you should witness 
bur lardied capons, our mountuns of beef, and 
'/bceans of brewis, as large as Highland hills and 
lochs ; but you shall see better cheer to-morrow. 
Where lodge you ? I will call for 3^u. I must 
he ydur guide through the peopled desert,- to 
«^rtain enchante<][ lands, which yoii wilt scarce 
'discover without ohart and pilot. Where lodge 
jbu?'^ 

" I will meet you in PaulV said Nigel, a 
good deal embarrassed, '< fltt«ny hour you please 
to name.'* ' 

" O, you wduld be private,'* said the young 
4ord ; ** nay^ fear not me«*-«I will be no intruder. 
But we have attained this huge larder of flesh, 
fowl, and fish. I marvel the oaken boards groan 
not under it«^ 

They had indeed arrived in the dining'^par« 
lour of the mansion, iriiere the table was super- 
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abundantly l(^ed, and where the number of at- 
tendants, to a certain extentt vindicated the saT" 
easms of the young noUeraan.. The chaplain, and 
Sir Mungo Malagrowther, were <tf the party 
The ktter compUnieBted Lcnrd GJmiYarioch upon . 
the impression- he had- made at court '' One 
would have thought ye had brought the af^e of 
diaoord in your pouch, my lord, <ir that you were 
the Tery fire-brand of whilk Altfaea was deliyer* 
ed, and thtt she had lai«4n m a barrd of gun- 
powder ; for the King, and the Prince, and the 
Duke, have, been by the lugs about ye, and so 
have many more, that kenned na before this 
blessed day that there was such a man living on 
the face of the earth.^ 

** Mind your victuals. Sir Mungo,^ said the 
Earl ; *^ they get cold while you talk.^ 

^ Troth, and that needs na, my lord,^ said 
the knight; *^ your lordship^s dinners seldom 
scald one^s mouth— the serving-men are turning 
atild, like oursdls, my lord, and it b fsu* between 
the kitchen and the ha*.** 

With this Kttle exfdosion of his qileen. Sir 
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Mungo remmned satisfied untii the dishes were 
removed, when, fixing his eyes on the brave new 
doubkt of Lord Dalgarno, he complimented him 
on his economy, pretending to recognize it as the 
same which his father had worn in Edinburgh is 
the Spanish ambassador's time. Lord Dalgamo^ 
too much a man of the world to be moved by- 
any ^ng from such a quarter, proceeded to 
crack his nuts with great deliberation, as he re^ 
plied) that the doublet was in some* sort his far 
ther'^s, <is it was likely -to cost him fifty pounds 
some day soon. Sir Mungo forthwith proceeded- 
in his own way to convey this agreeable intelli^> 
gence to the Earl, observing, that his son was a> 
Wetter maker of faarguns tbna his l^dship, for- 
he had bought a doublet as rich as that his lord-* 
ship wore when the Spanish ambassador was at 
Holyrood, and it had cost him but fifty pounds 
Scots; that was no fooPs bargain, my lord.^ 

" Pounds sterUng, if you please, my lord,** 
answered the Earl, calmly, ^^ and a fooPs bargain' 
it is, in all the tenses. Dalgarno zm« a fo6l when 
he bought — ^I wiU be a fool when I pay. And 
you. Sir Mungo^ craving your pardon, are a fool 
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m prmuvHiy for ^waidag of what GODcera^you 
not.'' 

So sa3riiig, the Earl addressed himself to A# 
serious business of the table, and sent the.wine 
arbund with a profunon liUdi iooreased the hi* 
larity, Init ivlher ibvieatened the temperance of 
the oompaoy^ until their joTiality was intarupt^ 
ed by the annttnciatioo,. that the scrivener hoA 
engrossed sudi deeds as required to be presendy 
executed. George Hesiot rose fxoin the table,, 
observing, that wine-eups and^legid doeuinents 
were unseemly neighbours. The Earl asked die 
scrivener if they had ^ud a trencher and set & 
oup for him in. the buttery, and received > the re«^ 
q)ectful answer, that Heaven fc^lftd he idiotdd be 
such im ungnaeious beast as to eat er drink uAtil 
bb lord^ip's pleasure was f^formed. . 

'■ *< Thou dbalt eatbef«^e thou gpest,^ Said Lord 
Huntin^ny ^ and I will have thee try, moreH 
over, whether a cup of sack cc^net bring -some 
Q^ur into ^ese cheeks of thvne. It were a 
shame to tny household,* thou- should glide out 
into* the Stnmd sftep sudi m- spectre-isshian aa 
thou now wenrest'^Look u>it, Dalgarto, for th^ 
honoiur of our roof is eonoemedi^ 
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Lord Dalgarao ^vecBreotjcma thit dit maa 
sboiuld be attended to. Lord Gleiwsvloch and 
the iitiim^iA the meaoi while, sgnbd aiKidHiti^<^ 
€|haaged, msd tbi^ dosed m trsMmo6on^ of vrhidi 
tike prioisipal party :COfK;enied> ttiKkretood Uttk^< 
Hive tibi^ itii wa^ under* the management^ a sta*. 
lo^and! faithful -frkad, whir iiiidertodc that tte 
i^aopey. shodid be forthconiiag, and the estata 
released from f6rfeiture, by payment df the e^i*. 
puUt^i9ilim (H ivfaieh kateod pledged^ and that 
al :tbe^ tetai of Lambmas, and at the hour a£ 
nooil, arid be^de the tonlb of the Begent Eari; 
of Murray, in the High Kirk of Saint' Giles, at 
Edinburgh, beidgtbe iin^. and place^ assigned 
&ir such r^dcntptifon*. 

. When tbb biisijKsa ^v«s/trimsacted> ike old 
Ea^l would- faift have eenewed ki6>carouse; bat.> 
the ddaen, alleging tthe knpdrtanee c^4ihe deeds ' 
he; bad about him; and the busmess be bad to 
transact betimes the next morning, not only re*^ 
fused to return to table, but carried with him to 
his barge Lord Glenvarloch, who might,, per- 
haps have been otherwise found more tractable. 

When they were seated in the boat, and fairly, 
once more afloat in the river, George Heriot 
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looked back smousiy o& the Buaisioii they bad 
kfL <' There live,'' he said, << the old fa&hioii 
and the new. The father is^like a noUe old I»t>ad^ 
sword, but harmed i^kh rust, from n^leet and 
inactivity ;— -the son is your modern rapier, veil 
mounted, fairly gilt, and fashioned to the taste of 
the time, and it is time must sbeir if the metal be 
as good as the show. God grant it 'ptawe so^ 
says an old friend to the family.^ 

Nothing of consequence passed betwixt them, 
until Lord Glenvarloch,ianding at PauFft Wharf, 
took leave of his friend the ddzen, and retired 
to his own apartment, where Us attendant, WiU 
ohie^ not a little devated with the events of the 
day, and with the hoflpteality of Lord Hontin~ 
f^^B house-keeping, gave a most sp^idid ao- 
oount (^ them to the buxom dame Nelly, who 
rejoiced to hear tlmt the sun at lasgth was shi- 
ning upon what Bichie called the right ade of 
the hedge* 
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CHAPTER XI. 

They have their vices now most like to virtues ; 
' Yod xannot kilow thetn ftpart by unjr difference, 
They wew the vmm ^tothes, eat tlie same wcat-H 
Sleep i*the self-same beds, ride in those coachesi 
Orifietf fike foitt lM«8e» la a oftttdtf 
As the bes^ men and women. 

BSH JoxBOir. 

... : 

* Ok the mitt MUMndng^ vtitie Nigel» M» bieak- 
lilit finigbdd, w«8 tfattirii^iiif hem he«bottld fen^do^ 
Ife dasf^ diere wis a ktlto iMislbi i^cfli Ab stpn 
^ilb fltttriK^ hill attmstioBi joui pnnestly ei^* 
tered Daihe Nelly, blashiog Uke> eoorttt, and 
flwree abk to bring oa^<M^*< A young nobkimiii, 
iitwHKi otle leH^^ abe added, draviag bar hobd 
sightly ofw her Kpi, ^^ wooM be lo mncy-m^ 
young noUeoiaii^ sir, to ivait on, you T 

And she was followed into the little cabin by 
Xord Dargarno, gay, easy, disembarrassed, and 
afqmreotly as much {leased to ngoui his new ac* 
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quflintance as if he had found him in the apart- 
ments of a palace. Nigel, on the contrary, (for 
youth is slave to such circumstances,) was dis- 
countenanced and mortified at being surprised by 
so splendid a gallant in a chamber, which at the 
moment the elegant and high-dressed cavalier ap. 
peared in it, seemed yet lower, narrower, darker, 
and meaner to its inhabitant, than it had evex 
shewn before. He would have made some apc^ 
logy for the situation, but Lord Dalgamo cut 
him short— 

^' Not a word of it,** he said, '^ not a angle 
wiNPck^I know why you ride at anchor here— but 
I can keep counsel — so pretty a hostess woold 
recommend worse quarters.^ 

<< On my word— on my hcmour,^ said Lord 

Glenvarloch — — 

* 

<< Nay, nay, make no wcvds of the matter,^ 
said Lord Dalgamo ; ^' I am no tell-tale, nor 
shall I cross your walk ; there is gaine enough 
in the forest, thank heaven, and I can strUce a 
doe tar myself.^ 

All this he said in so agnificant a manner, 
and the explanation whidi he had adopted seem- 
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ed to pat Loiti Glenvarloch^s gallantry on so re- 
spectable a footing, that Nig^l ceased to try to un- 
deceive him ; and less ashamed, perhaps, (for such 
is human weakness,) of supposed yice than of real 
poverty, changed the discourse to something else, 
and left poor Dame Nelly^s reputation and his 
own at the mercy of the young courtier^s miscon- 
struction. 

He offered refreshments with some hesitation* 
Lord Dalgarno had long since breakfasted, but 
had just come from playing a sett of tennis, he 
said, and would willingly taste a cup of the pretty 
hostesses single beer. This was easily procured, was 
drank, was commended, and, as the hostess failed 
not to bmg the eixp herself^ Lord Dalgarno pro. 
fited by the opportunity to take ^ second and 
more attentive view of her, and then gravely 
drank to her husband^s health, with an almost 
imperceptible nod to Lord Glenvarloch. Dame 
Nelly was much honoured, smoothed her apron 
down with her hands, and said-— ^' Her John was 
greatly and truly honoured by their lordship»-« 
he was a kind, pains-taking man for his family, 
as was in the alley, or indeed as far north as 
Paul's Chain,'' 
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. She would bare prooBtAei prdbally to 9/lBtaf 
the diffimiMe beftvitt tb6r agefl^ M the o^f flU^ 
to their vyplud bmpfimmi but Imt M^, wto 
liad no mind to be fiortfa^ expoMd to bb guy 
fijend^B railleryy gave httv oafttiwjr to bis wont, 
a figiial lo le«re tbe raMtt. 

Lord DalgamD Iddoed aftir ber^ ^hd kokcd 
at Glenvarlodiy shook his head, and repaated tba 

'' My )oi^ beware of jnloi^f—* 

It is the green-eyed nuMister whidi doth make 



Wbe itteiEt it Useds on.^- 



-«i*> 



^ But cone^ be said, chabging his ton^ ^ I 
know aot why I should worry you thusM«.I who 
have aomimy ttiBks of isj ow% wfaA I eboidd 
rather make exciise for bnnghere aiaU^and tril 
you trheiefere I eaina.^ 

fio sayii^ he readied a seat^ and Jphciflg ano* 
ther for Lotd Gknvarlochi ki i^ite of his amtlous 
baate to antufipate this aat of oourtefcy, he pro* 
oeeded In Ae same tone of eaiy fanoiBaiitr :<^ 

'* We are ncsghfaeurs^ my hird, and ate just 
made known to eaob other* IfoW) I know enough 
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of tbe detv Nortip, to he wtU «wim tfafit SooCtish 
nagbbours mu&t be eitber dear flrkiida ^ deadly 
en wi fl i i < i Mft ateither #alk band in haitd^ or Mand 
swMd^poiat toawottUpoint ; go I chuat tbe band 
in band, unless jou should rgeet my ptoffisn^ 

^ How warn it po^iblf , my lord»^ swd Lord 
G]ff[|yia«kMib» f ^ to refiiae «bat ia offered so f irimk* 
If, eiron if ycMit fiilhnr had not bem « mwadta^ 
tber to me P^^^aAnd m be took Lord Da]g«nu& 
baod^ be added^f ^ I kii¥a» I tbink* lost no tim^ 
aiUQa^daiing onetb^-aajtfMdaiKoatcoiirt^ I have 
made a bind ftieiad and a poivef Ad eaemy.^ 
, ^ The friend tfaanka you«^ re{died Lord DdU 
gamo^ <^ for youir ju^t opinton ; but, my deer 
laUnnarioahiMnt mdMfji fotetMas Jire too formal 
lietweeft ua ctf the better file«^vbat ia your Qbriat 
tian kiameP^ 

^ Nigel^^ repKed Lord GJboradbcb* 
^. Then lie wiU be Nigal a»d Maleoim to eaah 
other/*. said bU visitor^ ^f and my lord tQ the 
plebdan world around us. But I was dboui 4o 
aak. you whom you suppoaed your esemy r* 
. ^^ JNp leaa than the atUpowerfiil fiivourite, the 
igreiA Ouke of Eiiekuiigfcam.** 
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: <' Yott dream i What could possess yoa.with 
such an opimonT' said JQalganio. 

*^ He told me ioliimsdUr,^ replied Gievvadboh ; 
^* and, in so dmng, dealt firankijand honouraUy 
with me.*' 

^^ O, you know faim not jet,^ said his compa- 
nion; <^ the Duke is moulded of an hundred no- 
Ue and fiery qualities, that prompt hhn, like a ge- 
nerous horse, to spring aside in impatience at the 
least obstade to his forward oourse. Buthemeamr 
not what he says in such pasnng heats-«^I can do 
more with him, I thank heaven, than most who 
are around him ; you shall go vi^t him with me, 
and you will see how you shall be received.^ 

" I told you, my lord,* said Glenvarloch firm- 
ly, and with some haughtiness, <^ the Duke of 
Buckmgham, without the least offence, dedaied 
himself my enemy in the face of the court ; and 
he diall retra<^ that aggression as publicly as it 
was fivea, ere I will make the sliiEhtest advance 

^^ You would act becomingly in every other 
case^^ said Lord Dalgamo, '^ but here you are 
wrong. In the court horiztm, Buddngfaam is 
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liOrd of the Ascendant, and as he is adverse or 
£avDuriDg, so sinks or rises the fortune of a suitor. 
The King would bid you remember your PhsBd- 
rus^ 

Arripiens geminas^ ripis cedentibuB, ollas, 

and so forth. You are the vase of earth ; beware 
of knocking yourself against the vase of iron.'^ 

- *< The vase of earth,"' said Glenvarloch, " will 
ttToid the encount^, by getting ashore out of the 
curren(-~I mean to go no more to court'" 

- ** O, to court you necessarily must go ; you 
will find your Scotch suit move ill without it, for 
there is both patronage and favour necessary to 
^sCbBoe the sign^manual you have obtained* Of 
that we will speak more hereafter ; but tell me 
-in the meanwhile, my dear Nigel, whether you 
did not wonder to see me here so early T* 

^^ I am surprised that you could find me out 
in this obscure corner,'' said Lord Glenvarloch. 

** My page Lutin is a very devil for that sort 

of discovery," replied Lord Dalgarno ; " I have 

-but to say, ^ Gt)blin, I would know where he o} 

she dwells,' and he guides me thither as if by art 

magic." 
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<< I'hQ|)e he mdU not now in the ttneet^ mjr 
loitl^^ laid Niigel; ^^I will send mj jwrtant to 
aeokhinu^ 

*^ Do not concern yourself— -he is by this tiQi%* 
said Lord Dalgamo, ^^.phiying ^ hustle-cap and 
chuck-fartlnng with the most blackguard impa 
vf0a the whAifi unl^Bii bo h«th fyregf^i^h^ <^ 

CUJSlQVMk*' . : .> 

<< Alt you not $k$id^ 9aM I^Hfd QkniYirlochy 
•^^ that in auch oomnanv hit morala mbbx hniiMMir 
depraver* 

<< Let bb company look to tliw ^fmk^ oa- 
swer^ Xofd. CNJgiinip ooplly.; ^^ for it wiUb^ a 
c^mpwy of r9al fiend« in wbidb Lut^ eamot 
teach more ttuschi^f than be oan ieam : be is^ I 
thank the «od9» moat thoroughly vemd ipretU 
lor hia.yenKa. I sm apared th^ troyiilQ of Ipcfc- 
ing after hi«^ nipTalitiea» for notbii^ cap mak^ 
thiam ^ther better or worae.^ 

*^ I wmder you can anaw^ thia to bia pa^reotii^ 
my lord^^ aaid Nigel 

<* I wonder where I Aquld find bis par9iUa»^ 
rejdied bia companion^ ^^ to render an i^$GQl|nt 
to them.^ 



« 



^^H^ nftf be m orphan,'^ Mdd Lord Nigel ; 

but BWtAj^ \mng m page in your lordship^s 
family^ kift parenta must be of rank.** 

^< Of «8 high raAk a» the gaUows could exalt 
diem tOy" refdied Lord Dalgam^ with the same 
iacfifference; <<they were both hangtd^ I believe 
— «t least the gipsies, from whom I bought him 
five jrettrs ago, iadmated as much to me.-^You 
arit ssifiriied at this, now. But is it not better, 
that instead of a lazy, conceited, whey-faced slip 
of gentiUtjrf to whom, vst your old-world idea of 
the matter, I wati bound to stand Sir Pedagogue, 
and aee that be washed fain hands and facc^ said 
his prayersi lessmed hisoccMfem, spoke no naugb- 
^ wws4<» hmmfced hie bat, wA iioi« his b^t dou* 
blet only of Sundayi-^hat instead of sudi a 
Jacky Goodduld^ I should have somethitig lik^ 
this?^ 

He whistled shrill and dear, and tbe page he 
spoke of darted into tlv^ room, almost with 'the 
effect of aa actual appsiriliott. From his height 
be seemed but fifteen, but, from his face^ might 
be tilo or ev^n thi'eie years older, very neatly 
made, and richly dressed ; with a thin bfonsed 
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viflBge, Ifbidi marked hb gipaey deieeDtj and a 
pair of Bjf^arkliag: black ey€8, wbkfa seemed almost 
to perce tbrouf^ Uieae whom he looked at. 

'' There he is,"" said Lord Dd^ame^ <«fit fin: 
'evary ^iiient--**>proliipt to execute every com- 
•maad, good, bad, or indifferent-^imfflatched in 
hia tribe, as rogue, thbf, aod liar*'" 

^ All vhidbi qualities,^ said the undaeanted 
page, '^ have each ia.tum stood your lordahq) 
in stead.^ 

*' Out, you imp of Satan T said his master ; 
*< ▼anisb— begone— or my conjuring rod goes 
about your ears.*" The boy turned, and disap* 
penred as suddenly as he had entered. *< Yoa 
see,^ said Lord Dalgamo, ^that in choosing my 
household, the best regard I can pay to g»t]e 
blopd, is to exclude it from my service— that yery 
gallows-bird were enough to corrupt a whole anti- 
chmnber of pages, though they were descended 
from Kings and Eesars.^ 

^^ I can scarce think that a* nobleman diould 
need the offices c^ such an attendant as yout 
goUin,* said Nigel; ^* you are but jesting wiA 
my inexperience.^ 
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- ** Time will shew whether T jest or not, my 
dear Nigel,^ replied Dalgarno; ^* in the mean 
lime, I have to propose to you to take the adyan- 
tiEige of the flood-tide, to ran up the river for pas- 
time ; and at noon I trust you will dine with me.**" 
Nigel acquiesced iii a plan which promised so 
much amusement; and his new friend and he, 
attended by Lutin and Moniplies, who greatly 
resembled, when thus associated, the conjunc- 
tion of a bear and a monkey, took possession of 
Lord Dalgamo^s wherry, which, with its badged 
watermen, bearing his lordship^s crest on then: 
arms, lay in readiness to receive th^tn. The 
air was delightful upon the river ; and the live- 
ly cwivgwatiiin of Lovd Dnlyino added zest 
to the pleasures of the little voyage. He could 
not only ^ve'an account of the various public 
buildings and noblemen^s houses which they 
passed in ascending the Thames, but knew how to 
season his information with abundance of anec- 
dote, political inuendo, and personal scandal: 
if he had not very much wit, he was at least 
^completely master of the fashionable tone^ which 



rnchil tine^M in 0111% tnoie lluul amplj^ nnp- 
piM anf ' dcficieqc^ of dbe kiidk 

It nan II t(t^ d aamranatkm entMy new to 
kb cmttpaiaion, ftt ma .the world vfaidi I^fdl 
Drigamo opened to lii8«bifr^«laQO;ii<iditjtiio 
wonder dMl Nigd, nol^AtliiUindiiig bit Airtiiral 
gqodainic and high aifiuik^ sAwiikfAf aaovet ceo^ 
^7 cfaaa iaeowi aMudfltem wilh cilhtf, thelmNr 
0f audnritaliTa iaftnidaon vHiioh hk oew fnaad 
isBiimad towanb bim. There nt^oiikl^ iadead^ 
have hscft anne diffieulty ta ttiakiogja etaod. To 
aftteaiptaliigh aad tlttUberU tone.of mandiljr^ui 
answer. Id the B^ atrain of I^rd I>elg4JnH>'s 
convestatiQii^ whicfa kq>i on tbefiMtieniliQtirem 
jcit and earnest, would have seemed pedaotie aini 
ridieukais ; and ev«iy attempt wbkib.N%fl aiade 
to ooaabat Ins eotDpaokai^s ptopoeitkHiSy hf wm^ 
aoning aa jooeaeaa hisicwn^ onlgr ahsiwad Ida iab» 

ferioritjruitlMfcgttfqiedesoCaMitnMFangr* And 
it nnist becwned, besideS| tluNigb infesnatljrdia^ 
afiffimag much of yriml be beard^ liosd Gktth 
^avloqh was less alanned by the languageapl 
matnera of iua new associate^ than in pnideoee 
he ought to have been. 

6 
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Lord Dalgarno* was uhmlliiig to startle fais 
proselyte, bj iosisting upon any topenrhitfa ap- 
peared pertieularly to jar with Ms faaUts or prin* 
eiples; and be Utoded his mirth and his earnest 
so dexterously, that it was impb^Me fiir Nigel 
to diJMxyver htiw fkt he was serious in Us propo* 
ntions, or how far they flowed from a wSd and 
extrayj^nt sprit of fidllery. And, ever and 
anon, thoas flashes of spirit and hoiKnir crossed 
his conversation, which seemed to intimate, diat 
when stirred to action by some JEulaqoate motive^ 
Lord Dalgamo would prove something very dif^ 
ferent from the courtJiaunting and ease-loving 
voluptuary, which he was pleased to represent as 
his diosen cfaarader. 

As they returned down the river, Loid Glen- 
variooh remarked, that the boat passed the mam 
don of Lord Huntinglen, and nodbsd the cir- 
eumstanoe to Lord Dalgamo, observing, that he 
fliought they were tb have dined there. ^ Sure- 
ly no,^ said the young nobleman, ** I have more 
mercy on you than to gorge you a seccmd time 
with raw beef and canary wine« I propose some^ 
thmg better for you, I prombe you, than sttdisi 
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aeoond Scythian festivity. .And as for .my fa- 
ther, he proposes to dine:to^y with. my grave, 
ancient Earl of Northampton, whilome that cele- 
brated putter-downof fffetended prophecies. Lord 
Henry Howard.^ 

*^ And do you not go with him ?* said his 
companion. 

'* To what purpose ?^ sud Lord Dalgamou 
*' To hear his wise lordship speak musty politics 
in false Latin, which the old fox always uses, that 
he may give the learned Majesty of England an 
opportunity of correcting his slips in grammar? 
That were a rare employment P 

*• Nay," said Lord Nigel, " but out of respect, 
to wait on my lord your father." 

*' My lord my father," repfied Lord Dal^arno, 
'^ has blue-bottles enough to wait on him, and 
can well dispense with such a butterfly as myself. 
He can lift the cup of sack to his head without 
my asastauce ; and should the said paternal head 
turn something giddy, there be men enough to 
guide his right honourable lordship to his lord- 
dhip^s tight honourable couch. Now, do not stare 
at me, Nigel, as if my w<Nrds were to sink the boat 

10 
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with US, I love my fitther— I love him dearly — 
and I respect him tck), though I respect not many 
things ; a trustier old Trojan never belted a broad- 
sword by a loop of leather. But what then ? He 
belongs to the old worlds I to the new. He has 
his follies, I have mine; and the less either of us 
sees of the other'^s peccadilloes, the greater will 
be the honour and respect — ^that, I think, is the 
proper phrase,— I say^ the respect m which we 
shall hold each other. Being apart, each of us 
is himself, such as nature and circumstances have 
made him ; but couple us up too closely together, 
you will be sure to have in your leash either an 
old hypocrite or a young one, or perhaps both 
the one and toother. 

As he spoke thus, the boat put into the land- 
ing-place at Blackfriar^s. Lord Dalgarno sprung 
ashore, and flinging his cloak and rapier to his 
page, recommended to his companion to do the 
like. <^ We are coming among press of gallants,^ 
he said ; *' and if we walk thus muffled, we shall 
look like your tawney-visaged Don, who wraps 
him close in his cloak, to conceal the defects oi 
his doublet.^ 
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^ I hai^ known teanjF Ml hpnest Man do that 
if it plane jroitr ionfc|np>^ «nd RklikF MonlplieB, 
wko bad been watebiqg for afi opponuntty to 
iatriide himielf M the MUfcrMtion, «d probi^ 
Uy xtaiembered vrfaal bad be^i hiB own ^oodi- 
tion^ in wqieoi lo duCh and doublet, at a v^ 
Moent period. 

Lord Batgamo mtMi $i him, as if surprised 
at Us amnanoe; but iaunediatriy aaswcfcd^ 
*^You nay htkre known nuuiy tUnge, friend; 
but, in the meanwhile^ 370U do not know what 
principally ooneerna your masler^ namely, how 
to cany his doak^ so as to diew to adrantage 
the gpkt^Jaced seams, and the linings of sdblcs. 
See bow Lutin holds the sword, With the doak ' 
cast partly over it, yet so^as to set off the emboss- 
ed hilt, and the nlver work of the mounting* 
•4^1 ve your familiar your sword, Nigel,^ he ccm^ 
Unued, addresaing liord Glentaiioch, << that he 
imy plwttse a lesson in an art so neeessary.^ 

^* Is it altogether prudent^^ said KigAf un* 
etasptng bis weapoot and giving it to Bielue, *^ to 
walk f^ntirdy unarmed ?"* 

*^ And wherefore not ?*** said his companion. 
*' You are thinking now of Auld Reekie, as my 
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father fondly calls jour good Scotch capital, 
where there is such bandjring of private f^uds and 
public factions, that a man of any note shall not 
cross your High Street twice, without endanger- 
ing his life thrice. Here, sir, no brawlkig in the 
street is permitted. Your bull-headed citizen 
takes up the case so soon as the sword is drawn,' 
and clubs is the word.'' 

" And a hard word it is,'* said Aichie, ** as my 
brain-pan kens at this blessed moment." 

<' Were I your master, sirrah," ssad Lord Dal- 
gamo, " I would make your brain-pan, as you 
call it, boil over, were you to speak a word to me 
before you were spoken to." 

Hichie murmured some ^distinct answer, but 
took the hint, and ranked himself behind his mas- 
ter along with Lutin, who failed not to expose 
his new companion to the ridicule of the passers- 
by, by mimicking, as often as he could do so un- 
observed by Richie, bis stiff and upright stalk- 
ing gait and (Uscontented physiognomy. 
* \^ And tell me pow, my dear Malcolm," said 
Nigel, ** where we are bending our course, and 
whether we shall dine at an apartment of yours " 

VOL. I. V 
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" An apartment of mine— yes, surely," an- 
iwered Lord Dalgamo, ^^ you shall dine at an 
apartment of mine, and an apartment of yours, 
and of twenty gallants beside ; and where the 
board shall presait belter cheer, better wine, and 
better attendance, than if our whole junited exhi- 
bitions went to maintain it We are going to the 
most noted ordinary of Lotidon.^ 

<* That is, in ordinary language, an inn or a 
tavern,^ said Nigel, 

^' An inn or a tavern, my most green and sam- 
ple friend !" exclaimed Lord Dalgarno. ^' No, 
no— these are places where greaay dtiz^is take 

« 

pipe and pot, where the knavieli pettifoggers of 
the law sponge on their most unhappy victims 
—where Templars crack jest3 as empty as their 
nuts, and where small gentry imUbe such thin 
potations, that they get dropsies instead of geU 
tmg drunk. An ordinary is a. late invented in- 
stitution, sacred to Bacchus and Comus, where 
the first noble gallants of the time meet with 
the first and most ethereal wits of the age,— 
where the wine is the very soul of the choicest 
grape, refined as the genius of the poet, and an^ 
dent and generous as the blood of the nobks. 
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And then the fiore is sKHnething beyond your 
ordinary gross terrestrial food I Sea and land are 
ransacked to supply it ; and the invention of six 
ingenious cooks kept eternally upon the rack to 
make their art hold pace with, and if possible en* 
bance, the exqukdte quality of the materials.^ 

<^ By all which rhapsody,^ said Lord Glenvar^ 
loch, << I can only understand, as I did before^ 
that we are going to a choice tavern, where we 
ihall be handsomely entertained, on pajring pro« 
bably as handscnne a reckoning.^ 

'^ Reckoning !^ exclaimed Lord Dalgamo im 
the same tone as before, ** perish the peasantly 
phrase ! What profanation 1 Monsieur le Cheva* 

&«Nla AiaiUfiUfiPil^ of F^xis jmi^ M a mm of Gkis- 
cony — ^he who can tell the age of his wine by the 

» 

bare smeU, who distils his sauces in an alembie 
by the aid of Lullie's philosophy,-— who carves 
with such exquisite precision, that he ^ves to 
noble knight and squire the portion of the phea* 
sant which exactly accords with his rank*— nay, he 
who shall divide a becafico into twelve parts with 
such scrupulous exactness, that of twelve guests 
not one shall have the advantage of the oihgit in • 
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hair*6 breadth, or tbe twentieth part of a dfadnn, 
yet you talk of him and of a reckoniDg in tbe 
same breath ! Why, man, he is the well-known 
and general referee in all matters affecting tbe 
mysteries of Passage, Hasard, In and In, Pen- 
neeck and Verquire, and what not'—why, Beau- 
jeu is King of the Card-pack, and Duke of the 
Dice-box-^^ call a reckoning like a grcen-aprxm- 
ed, red-nosed, son of the vulgar spiggot i Oh, ray 
dearest Nigel, what a word you have spoken, and 
of what a person! That you know him not, is your 
only apology for such Uasphemy ; and yet I scarce 
hold it adequate, for to have been a day in Lon* 
don and not to know Beaujeu, is a crijne of its 

» 

own kind. But you ^i^U k«ow him thns blessed 
moment, and shall learn to hold yourself in hor- 
ror for the enormities you have uttered.^ 

<< Well, but mark you,^ said Nigel, ^' this 
woriby cbevalier keeps not all this good diecr at 
nis own cost, does he ?^ 

" No, no,'' answered Lord Dalgamo ; ** there 
is a sort of ceremony which my chevalier'^s friends 
and intimates understand, but with which you 
have no business at present. There is, as ma- 
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jeity might say, a ^yrrAdum to be disbursed*-- 
in other words, a mutual exchange of courtesies 
takes place b^wixt Beaujeu and his guests. He 
makes them a li«e present of the dinner and 
wine, 'as often as thej chooB» i» mmciilt their 
own felicity by frequenting his house at Hie 
hour of noon, and they, in ^adtud^, make the 
chevalier -a present of a Jacobus. Then, you 
must know, that besides Comus and Bacchus, 
that princess of sublunary affairs, the Diva For- 
tuna, is frequ^itly wordbipped at Beaujeu^s, and 
he, as officiating high^riest, hath, as in reason 
be should, a considerable advantage from a share 
of the sacrifice.^ 

^fat minr woTdsr laid lumi lin varloch, 
'^ this man keeps a gaming-house.^ 

" A house in which you may certainly game,"** 
said Lord Dalgarno, ^* as you may in your own 
chamber, if you have a mind ; nay, I remember 
old Tom Tally played a hand at putt for a wa- 
ger with Quinze le Va, the Frendiman, during 
morning prayers in Saint PauPs ; the moirning 
was misty, and the parson drowsy, and the 
wIk^ audience consisted of themselves and a 
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Uiad old wixnaoy and so tliey escaped deleei- 

^ For all this, Malodm,^ said they ousglOTd, 
grayely , *' I cannot dine with you to-day, at Ihia 
same ordiBary,^ 

<< And wherefore, in the name of Heare&y 
diould you draw back from your woid ?^ md 
IrfNrd Dalgamo, 

<^ I do not retract my word, Ifaloolm; but I 
am bound, by an early pronuse to my father, 
never to enter the doors of a gaming-hoase.^ 

** I tell you thb is ncme,^ smd Lord Da%ar« 
no ; *' it is but, in plain terms, an eating4iou8B^ 
arnmiged cm civiUer terms, and frequented by 
better company, than edfersin this town ; and if 
some of them do amuse themselYea with oavds 
and hazard, they are menof honour, and who 
play as such, and for no more tlnm they can 
well tiSord to lose. It was not, and cduld not 
be, such houses that your father deored you to 
aycnd. Besides, he mi^t as well have made yam 
swear you would never take the aocommodatiop 
of an inn, tavern, eating-house, or place of pub-* 
lie reception of any kind; for there is no such 
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jiaoe of public resort but what jour eyes may 
be therein oontaminated by the sight of a pack 
of pieces of painted pasteboard, and your ears 
]»rofaned'by the rattle of those little spotted 
cubes of ivory. The difBeroMe^t^ iktii where we 
go, we may Iwppen to see perscms of quality 
amusing themselres with a game ; and in the or- 
dinsfy houses you will meet bullies and sharp, 
ers, who will strive either to cheat or to swagger 
you out of your money .^ 

'* I am sure you would not willingly lead me 
to do what is wrong,^ said Nigel ; ^* but my fa- 
ther had a horror of games of chance, religious 
I believe, as well as prudential. He j udged from 

I ^ould hope, that I had a propensity to such 
courses, and I have told you the promise which 
he exacted from me.^ 

** Now, by my honour,^ said Daigamo, << what 
you have said, affords the strcHigest reason for my 
insistii^ that you go with me. A man who would 
diun any danger, should first become acquainted 
with its real bearing and extent, and that in the 
company of a confidential guide and guard. Do 
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you think I myself game ? Good faidi, my fa- 
therms oaks grow too far from London, and dtand 
too fast rooted in the rocks of Perthshire, for me 
to troll them down with a die, though I have 
seen whole fore^ go down like nine-pins. No, 
no-— these are spwts for the wealthy Southron, 
not for the poor Scottish noble. The place is an 
eating-house, and as such you and I will use it. 
If others use it to game in, it is their fault, but 
neither that of the house n(»r ours.^ 

Unsatisfied with this reasoning, Nigel still in- 
sisted upon the promise he bad given to his fa- 
ther, until his companion appeared rather dis- 
pleased, and disposed to impute to him injurious 
and unhandsome suspicions. Liord Glenvarloch 
could not stand this change of tone : He recol- 
lected that much was due from him to Lord 
Dalgamo, on account of his father^s ready and 
effident iiiendship, and something also on ac- 
count of the frank manner in which the young 
man himself had offered him his intimacy^ He 
had no reason to doubt his assurances that the 
house where they were about to dine did not 
fkU under the description of places to wbadi his 

9 
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father''s prohibition referred ; and, finally, he was 
strong in his own resolution to resist every tempt- 
ation to join in games of chance. He therefore 
pacified Lord Dalgamo, by intimating his will- 
ingness to go along with him ; and the good hu- 
mour of the young eotirtier instantaneously re- 
turning, he again ran on in a grotesque and rho- 
domontade account of the host. Monsieur de 
Beaujeu, which he did not conclude until they 
had reached the Temple of Hospitality over 
which that eminent professor presided. 



END OF VOLUME FIRST. 
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